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IMPORTANT  BUSINESS 
UIDINSI01P 

t 


NNUAL  MEETiNS 


Ttfe  ^anf  ual.  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind  will  be  held 
tomorrow  afternoon  at  2.30,  at  which 
time  reports  from  various  officials 
and  directors  will  be  given  including 
the  report  of  the  superintendent,  J. 
Calvin  Knapp,  the  president,  Hon. 
Morrill  N.  Drew,  the  house  committee 
and  other  officials. 

It  is  understood  that  among-  other 
important  business  which  will  come 
up  for  consideration  will  a  schedule 
to  be  presented  to  the  State  Board. 
This  will  mean  a  rearrangement  of  th? 
plans,  for  at  present  the  beneficiaries 
have  no  way  of  receiving  a  salary  or 
proper  returns  after  completing  their 
course  of  training. 

The  idea  of  the  new  plan  would  be 
to  so  rearrange  and  prepare  a  sched- 
ule that  there  would  be  a  fair  division 
of  salaries  of  payment  for  work  done 
after  the  two  years'  instruction  had 
been   given. 

The  matter  of  dormitories  is  always 
before  the  institution  and  will  no 
doubt  come  this  year  as  usual  for  dis- 
cussion as  the  matter  of  housing  the 
blind  is  an  important  problem  which. 
^**^^.^^mM^^^  .facing. 
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Thy  ^Mm^il  meeting  of  the  corpora- 
tion *for  the  Institution  for  theJBlijtfi 
will  be  held  Thu»s^aT~aftern6on,  Jan. 
4  at  2  o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing officers,  directors,  and  other  im- 
portant business. 
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M  WORK  FOR: 
BUND  PEOPLE 
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Supt.  Knapp  s  Review 

of  Year's  Progress 

at  Institution. 


WORKERS  BUSY  AND 
PATRONAGE  GOOD 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine^  In- 
stitution   for    the    V)  i n  rt    "' ^ 1—^  + u i ~ 

afternoon  at  2.30,  al  IJM!  institution,  re- 
ports of  officers  and  the  appointing  of 
two  directors  being  among  the  import- 
ant business  on  the  program. 

The    superintendent    of    the    institu- 
tion, J.  Calvin  Knapp,  gave  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  year's  work: 
Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Cor- 
poration:— 

Our  highest  degree  of  progressive- 
ness  is  attained,  through  our  most 
earnest,  and  ever  persevering  effort's 
to  progress. 

How  well '  I  remember  when  I  en- 
tered our  industrial  workshop,  on  the 
morning  of  opening,  and  looked  at 
those  blind  young  men  and  women,  who 
had  come  from  distant  homes  in  our 
State,  to  learn  some  trade — so  full  of 
life  and  ambition— and  I  said  to  my-: 
self,  Is  it  possible  that  they  can  prQ- 
gress  in  this  work  that  has- been  out- j 
lined  for  them?  Can  they  even  reach 
any     degree       of     progressiveness?     1 


thought  to  myself,  Isn't  this  work  be- 
yond me?  But  I  resolved  to  make  a- 
start  and  watch  for  results.  As  tim* 
went  on  I  could  see  they  were  making 


progress;    and   today,  when  I  pause   anc 
think  of  the  difficult  work  these  san 

I  young  men  and  women  have  mastered 
I   do   say,   that   each   and   all  have   at- 
tained, through  their  most  earnest  and 

|  ever  persevering  efforts,  a  very  high 
degree  of  progressiveness.  Our  blind 
instructors  have  worked  hand  in  hand 
with,  our  apprentices,  and  to  them  both 
I  give  all  praise  for  the  results  accom- 
plished in  this  great  work. 


Another  period  of  12  months  has 
brought  to  a  close  another  year's  work 
at  our  institution.  And  it  becomes  my 
duty  and  pleasure  to  place  before  this 
honorable  body  for  a  most  candid  and 
careful  consideration  this,  my  second 
annual  report  as  superintendent  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

In  reporting  the  finding  conditions, 
and  progress  made,  I  do  feel  it  my 
duty  at  this  time  to  again  impress  up- 
on your  minds  the  fact  that  we  are 
not  wholly  a  corporation  for  the  pur-: 
pose  of  producing  manufactured  prod- 
ucts, "but  a  corporation  incorporated 
and  organized  to  teach  trades  to  that 
pla$s  of  people  who  have  been  most 
unfortunate. 

Our  manufactured  products  have' 
beln  produced  during  the  teaching  of. 
trades. 

Registration. 

t  Since  the  opening  of  our  industrial 
workshop,  we  have  had  38  applica- 
tions filed  at  our  office.  Thirty-three 
applicants  have  entered  to  learn  some 
trade  or  trades.  We  expect  three 
new  applicants  to  enter  this  month. 

Some  of  those  who  entered  to  learn 
caning  have  gone  to  their  homes  and 
taken  up  the  work.  We  have  one 
from  Vermont,  and  expect  another 
next  week.  .  * 

Health. 
I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  gen- 
eral health  of  all  has  been  good. 
Visitors. 
We    have    had     quite   a   number      of 
I  visitors    this   year,    some   from   distant 
states.       And     all       have        expressed 
themselves   as  much   pleased   with   the 
work    we   were   doing,   saying   that     it 
would   be   impossible  to  even   conceive 
what   we   were     accomplishing,    unless 
one    should    visit    and    see    with    their 
own    eyes; 

The  modern  structure  of  our  build- 
|  ings,  and  fine  location  have  been  most 
highly  commended     upon  by  all     who 
have   visited   the   institution. 


Cottage. 

AW  are  still  confronted  with  the 
question  of  board,  and  in  a  great  need 
of  a  modern  cottage.  We  already 
have  a  fund  that  has  been  donated 
as  a  cottage  fund.  If  we  could  have 
further  donations  of  $7,000  or  $8,000" 
we  could  construct  and  equip  a  nice 
modern  cottage. 

Trades. 

We  are  now  teaching  caning,  mat- 
tress making,  uppholstering,  weaving, 
broom  making,  and  work  on  sewing 
machines. 

Department  Work. 

We  have  had  a  busy  year  in  our 
different  departments.  Our  friends 
have  been  very  liberal  in  giving  us, 
work,  and  I  wish  to  extend  our  many 
thanks.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  have 
this    liberal    patronage. 

We  have  caned  and  repaired  2,083 
chairs;  re-upholstered  and  repaired  83 
chairs,  12  couches;  made  up  over  400 
new  mattresses;  made  over  100;  made 
up   over    8,560    brooms. 

Commendations. 

We  have  received  many  commenda- 
tions on  the  work  in  the  different  de- 
partments that  our  blind  people  have 
done   out. 

I  recall  one  case  where  the  party 
was  more  than  pleased  with  the  work. 
First  we  received  some  dining  chairs 
to  upholster  in  leather;  this  was  done 
so  well  that  they  sent  in  a  mattress 
to  make  over;  this  was  done  so  well 
that  they  sent  in  some  chairs  to  be 
upholstered  in  silk  damask;  this  work 
was  done  so  well,  that  now  the  lady 
is  surely  coming  in  and  see  us.  Her 
visit  will  be  received  with  much  pleas- 
ure. 

Recommendations. 

I  would  recommend  that  there  be 
appointed  by  our  board,  a  committee 
on    rules. 

I  would  recommend  that  something 
be  done  in  the  near  future  in  regard ! 
to  a  cottage.  We  really  need  some 
provisions  made  in  the  matter  of 
b< warding   our   apprentices. 

X  would  recommend  that  tbe  date 
of  our  annual  meeting  be  changed 
to  ilv  second  Thursday  in  January, 
at   4   o'clock,   p.  niv  ■> ' ;;::' 

1  am  more  than  pleased  "wTrff^^the; 
results  of  the  method  adopted  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  our  board,  in  get-: 
ting  a   list   of  the    blind   in   our    State 


I   have   had   50    letters   and       blanks 
sent   out  within   two    weeks,    and   have 
already   21   replies  on   file. 
Thanks. 

I  want  to  thank  our  worthy  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Morrell  N.  Drew,  and 
worthy  treasurer,  Mr.  Harry  Butler. 
I  for  their  most  kind  and  valuable  as- 
sistance, during-  the  year.  I  have 
I  had  to  ask  their  indulgence  often, 
and  they  have  assented  most  gra- 
ciously. 

I  want  to  thank  our  board  of  di- 
rectors, for  their  wise  council  in  all 
matter  which  has  come  before  them 
during  the  year. 

I  want  to  thank  our  instructors  for 
the  faithful  attention  given  to  their 
respective    department. 

I  want  to  thank  our  apprentices, 
most  earnestly,  their  prompt  at- 
tention to  the  work  given  them,  and 
for  the  most  faithful  discharge  of 
same.     May   they    ever    progress. 

I  want  to  thank  our  engineer, 
foreman,  stenographer  and  agent,  for 
their  valuable  assistance  in  carrying 
on   this   work. 

Club    Ladies. 

I  want  to  extend  thanks  to  the 
club  ladies  for  their  most  valuable 
I  work  in  assisting  in  making  our  in- 
stitution so  publicly  known,  and  in 
soliciting   work    for    us. 

They  are  not  only  a  most  valuable 
power,  but  great  co-operators  in  our 
work. 

Closing. 

Tn  closing,  1  would  kindly  say  to 
our  honorable  board  of  directors,  in 
passing  upon  this  report,  that  if  you 
ican  find  that  we  have  through  our 
:humble  efforts  to  progress,  attained 
that  degree  of  progressiveness  which 
may  meet  with  your  approval,  we 
shall   be    satisfied;     >    ■•<■  . 


Po^tLa-vioL,  IfWcHwe  .  "Press 
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Annua!  Meeting  of  Maine  Ingti 
tution  Yestercil 


s  Insi 


REPORTS  OF  YEAR'S  WORK 


Morrill     N.     Drew     Was     Re- 
elected President. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind  was  held 
yesterday  afternoon. 

The  following  directors  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year:  Gen.  Joshua  D. 
Chamberlain,  Brunswick;  Albert  H. 
Shaw,  Bath;  P.  H.  Gilman,  Bangor;. 
George  H.  Eaton  of  Calais;  George  G. 
Weeks,  Fairfield;  W.  B.  Skelton, 
Lewiston;  Thomas  H.  Phair,  Presque 
Isle;  Hon.  William  T.  Cobb,  Rock- 
land; Hon.  Charles  M.  'Mc*es,  Saco; 
Hon.  William  T.  Haines,  .  Waterville; 
Augustus  F.  Moulton,  Mrs.  Harriet 
R.  Barker,  Hon.  James  P.  Baxter, 
Harry  Butler,  George  F.  West  Mor- 
rill N.  Drew,  Eleanor  Maxwell  Knight, 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall,  J.  Calvin  Knapp, 
Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall,  J.  Putnam 
Stevens,  William  Lynch,  William  E, 
Trask,  Hon.  Frederic  E.  Boothby,  all 
of  Portland. 

The  directors  organized  by  the 
choice  of  the  following  officers:  Presi- 
dent, Morrill  N.  Drew,  Portland;  vice 
presidents,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall 
.and  Hon.  Frederic  E.  Boothby,  both 
oF  Portland;  clerk,  J.  Calvin  Knapp, 
Portland;  treasurer,  Harry  Butler, 
Portland. 

The  question  of  constructing  cot- 
tages for  the  use  of  the  apprentices 
was  considered  and  all  agreed  that  it 
;  great  need  of  the  institution 
but  no   definite  action  was  taken. 

The  president,   Morrill  N.   Drew,   and 


the  treasurer,  Harry  Butler,  gave  in- 
teresting reports  of  the  work.  Memo- 
rials were  read  for  Lyman  M.  Cousens 
of  Portland  and  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Peakes 
of  Dover  who  have  recently  died,  both 
being  members  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

Mrs.  Harriet  R.  Barker,  one  of  the 
directors  gave  an  interesting  report 
of  the  plans  of  a  woman's  club  which 
has  started  a  fund  to  be  used  toward 
the  construction  of  the  cottage,  system 
at  the  institution. 
REPORT    OF    SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent,  J. 
Calvin  Knapp,  was  in  part  as- follows: 

Since  the  opening  of  our  industrial 
workshop,  we  have  had  38  applica- 
tions filed  at  our  office.'  Thirty-three 
applicants  have  entered  to  learn  some 
trade  or  trades.  We  expect  three 
new  applicants  to   enter  this  month. 

Some  of  those  who  entered  to  learn 
caning  have  gone  to  their  homes  and 
.taken  up  the  work.  We  have  one 
from  Vermont, .  and  expect  another 
next  week. 

We  are  still  confronted  with  the 
question  of  board,  and  in  a  great  need 
of  a  modern  cottage.  We  already 
have  a  fund  that  has  been  donated 
as  a  cottage  fund.  If  we  could  have 
further  donations  of  $7000  or  $8000 
we  could  construct  and  equip  a  nice 
modern  cottage. 

We  are  now  teaching  caning,  mat- 
tress making,  upholstering,  weaving, 
broom  making,  and  work  on  sewing 
machines. 

We  have  caned  and  repaired  2083 
chairs;  re-upholstered  and  repaired  83 
chairs,  12  couches;  made  up'over  400 
new  mattresses;  made  over  100;  made 
up  over   8560  brooms. 

The  superintendent  recommended 
that  the  board  have  a  committee  on 
rules,  that  something  be  done  soonj 
about  a  cottage  and  that  the  date- 
of  the  annual  meeting  be  changed  to 
the  second   Thursday  in  January. 

Thanks  were  extended  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  corporation,  the  employes 
of  the  institution  and  to  the  club 
ladies  for  valuable -assistance. 
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Maine  InstitfPWWn  for  the  Blind  is 
provinfe  so  successful.  The  TuflSrTn  - 
^Bfen%  J.  Calvin  Knapp,  admits  that 
^t  nrst  he  was  a  bit  skeptical  that 
the  work  department  could  be  made  of 
real  practical  value,  but  the  blind 
people  show  remarkable  aptitude  at 
learning  the  trades  taught  and  do 
their  work  so  well  that  the  patronage 
of  the  department  is  growing  contin- 
ually larger.  The  blind  people  ex- 
cel at  caning  or  reseating  chairs,  up- 
holstering, mattress  making,  etc.  Last 
year  they  turned  out  8,560  brooms  and 
those  who  have  ever  used  these 
brooms  know  that  they  are  made  upon 
honor.  The  question  of  board  is  still 
a  serious  one  and  there  is  need  of 
funds  for  a  cottage.  The  work  be- 
ing done  by  the  State's  blind  and  the 
work  we  could  give  them  to  do  are 
subjects  worthy  of  more  than  a 
passing  thought. 

H  A>  vigor,   YV\<3Ltw^*   CovAwiercv^L. 


JA,>vvua.vvf    (9  *  t^l*3U 


INSTITUTE  FORJHE  BLIND. 

^Hnnfial  meeting  at  the  Maine 
jtitution  for  the  Blind  occurred  in 
>rtland  Friday.  Directors  were  chosen 
and  the  hoard  organized  with  the  choice 
of  the  following  officers:  President,  Mor- 
rill N.  Drew,  Portland;  vice  presidents, 
Chas.  H.  Randall,  and  Frederic  E. 
Boothhy  Clark,  J.  Calvin  Knapp; 
treasurer,  Harry  Butler.  All  are  from 
"*wstland.  B0  .__ 
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J.  Calvin  Knapp,  superintendent  of 
the  Maine  institution  for  t^eblind  at 
the  home  and,  industrial  departfttuiiiAiftft 
Portland  street,  Portland,  has  resigned 
and  will  become  Secretary  of  the  Cum- 
berland Loan  &  Building  Association. 


There  will  be  a  meeting  of  th' 
Maine  Institution  of  the^Blind  tomor 
row  evening  at  8  o'clock  "rjftFM*fce  elec 
tion  of  a  superintendent-  There  wil 
be  other  important  matters  of  busi 
ness  brought  before  the  meeting.  J 
full  board  of  directors  is  requested  t< 
be  present. 


Pov'tla.yicl/,  VWauuwe  >  £^joress. 
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ALDW1N  SUCCEEDS 


KIAPP  AS  SUPT, 


I1 


Millard  W.  Baldwin  was  elected 
superintendent  of  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind  at  a  meeting  held  yes- 
t e r d ay'1fgt«WBii|fliB»fcr»l*th e  trustees.  The 
election  was  made  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  J.  Calvin 
Knapp.  Mr.  Baldwin  will  begin  his  du- 
ties next  month.  Mr.  Baldwin  has 
served  as  secretary  to  the  commission, 
er  of  public  works  for  two  years  or 
more  and  has  served  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature. 
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MR.  BALDWIN  C 

Will   B©  Superintend 
Bi 

At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind,  held  in 
this  city  last  evening",  Millard  W.  Bald-, 
win  was  elected  superintendjenl^^^i1 
place  of  J.  C/iK!M!5ir,^SSeTMr; 
Baldwin  will  begin  his  duties  in  July. 


MILLARD  W.   BALDWIN. 


t  That  the  trustees  made  a  wise  choice 
m  selecting  Mr.  Baldwin  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  institution  all  who  know 
him  will  agree.  He  has  rare  executive 
ability  and  possesses  all  the  other 
qualifications  required  for  the  position. ' 
He  has  been  secretary  to  the  com- 
missioners of  public  works  for  the  past 
two  years,  and  has  served  in  the  State 
Legislature.  No  man  in  Portland  has 
more  friends  than  he.  and  all  will  be 
'Pleased  to  know  of  his  success. 


M.W.JALDWIN 
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Chosen  As   Superintendent   of  the 
Blind  Institution. 

Is   to   Succeed   J.    Calvin   Knapp 
July  1st. 


The  trustees  of  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind  last  evening  met  to  select 
a  successor  for  J.  Calvin  Knapp,  who 
has  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
institution  since  it  was  first  opened. 
Mr.  Knapp  some  time  ago  notified  the 
trustees  that  he  desired  to  leave  as  heN 
had  formed  a  desirable  business  con- 
nection and  desired  to  be  relieved  of 
his  duties  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  trustees  last  evening  unani- 
mously elected  Millard  W.  Baldwin  of 
this  city,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  Bald- 
win who  is  the  present  secretary  of  the 
department  of  public  works  has  only 
recently  been  appointed  to  a  three 
years'  term,  but  it  is  understood  that 
he  will  accept  this  position  and  will 
commence  his  duties  July  1st. 

Mr.  Baldwin  has  had  much  exper- 
ience as  an  educator  and  school  ad- 
ministrator in  New  York  State,  having 
served  as  a  teacher,  and  as  supervisor 
and  superintendent  of  common  schools, 
a  high  school  teacher  and  also  one  of 
the  State  normal  schools.  He  is  a 
deep  student  and  has  kept  in  close 
touch  with  educational  matters  for 
I  many  years.  Of  late  his  duties  have 
been  those  of  administrative  detail, 
which  admirably  fit  him  for  the  new 
position  which  in  a  way  combines 
duties  of  an  administrator  with  those 
of  a  school  master. 

While  his  retirement  from  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works  will  be 
much  regretted  on  account  of  the  ad- 
mirable   new     systems     of     accounting 


that  he  has  only  recently  put  into  ef- 
fect, yet  he  has  the  matters  so  far  ad- 
vanced that  his  successor  will  be  able 
to  take  hold  and  carry  the  detail  work 
on  from  the  point  where  Mr.  Baldwin 
left  it.  ; 


ToTrtla.>voL,  YV\,A,vv\-e,  &v<£tc5 
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INSTITUTE  JFOR    BLIND. 

At  the  ^nnjfeali  meeting?*^  the 
Maine  Instftuljyh  jfor  the  Blind  the 
following  oJffcers  Were  elected: 

President— Augustus   F.    Moulton. 

First  vice  president — Mary  Buzzell 
Kendall. 

Second  vice  president — Willis  Bry- 
ant  Moulton,    M.    D. 

Secretary — Elinor    Maxwell    Knight. 

Treasurer — J.    Calvin    Knapp. 

Executive  committee — Chairman,  Au- 
gustus F.  Moulton;  Willis  Bryant 
Moulton,  Harriet  R.  Barker,  J.  Cal- 
vin Knapp,  Anna  Spencer,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam H4  Fultz,  Elinor  Maxwell  Knight, 
William  J.  Ryan,  Mrs.  George  F. 
French. 


To  rt  La.woL  .  Wldulwe,    CX- 
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J5LIND  PEOPLE 


A 


Held  Their  Annual  Session  At  the 
Preble  House. 


Officers    Elected    and  a    Trolley 
Trip  Enjoyed. 


Yesterday  the  members  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Society  of  the  Blind 
gathered  at  the  Preble  House  for  theii 


annual  meeting.  The  morning-  session 
was  devoted  entirely  to  routine  mat- 
ters, nothing-  of  importance  being- 
transacted.  At  the  afternoon  session 
the  following  officers  were  elected: 

President— William  Smith  of  West- 
brook. 

Vice    President — Clarence      Bragdon. 

Secretary — William    Lynch. 

Treasurer — Miss  Carrie  E.  Adams. 

Executive  Committee — Mrs.  Baker 
of  Gardiner,  Peaiie  Witham,  Win 
Southerland  and  Edward  Trask  of 
this   city. 

The  meeting  for  next  year  was  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  executive 
committee. 

Last  evening  the  members  enjoyed 
a  trolley  ride  to  South  Windham, 
where  refreshments  were  served  and 
a  musical  programme  given.  The 
party  returned  to  the  city  by  special 
car  at  a  late  hour. 
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FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Efeventh  Annua!  Convention  of 
Maine  Association. 


OFFICERS  WERE  ELECTED, 


Car  Ride  and  Pleasing  Enter- 
tainment Ended  the  Day. 


The  11th  annual  convention  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind  was  held  yesterday  in  the  ves- 
try of  the  Preble  chapel  beginning  at 
8   o'clock   in   the   morning.        The  first 


part  of  the  meeting  was  taken  up 
with  the  reading  and  discussion  of  the 
reports,  with  the  president,  W.  D. 
Smith  of  Westbrook,  in  the  chair. 

Folowing  this  at  10  o'clock  came 
the  election  of  officers,  the  following 
being  chosen: 

President — William  Lynch,  Port- 
land. 

Vice  president — George  R.  Scates, 
Acton. 

Secretary — William  E.  Trask,  Port- 
land. 

Treasurer — Miss  Carrie  E.  Adams, 
Portland. 

Executive  committee — W.  D.  Smith, 
Westbrook;  Perley  D.  Witham, 
Skowhegan;  Clarence  Bragdon,  Mon- 
mouth; William  J.  Ryan,  Portland. 
Aid  and  relief  committee — W.  D. 
Smith,  William  Lynch,  Winfield  Suth-  | 
erland. 

The  following  new  members  were 
elected:  Chester  Cotton,  Brownfield;  j 
Charles  Underwood,  ,  Saco;  Chester 
Cameron,  Augusta;  Charles  Debeck, 
Westbrook;  James  Moran,  Randolph. 
In  addition  to  these  some  ^5  mem- 
bers of  the  Maine  Association  for  the 
Blind  were  taken  into  the  Fraternal 
association  as  honorary  members,  the 
old  association  having  been  given  up. 
After  the  meeting  was  over  the 
members  and  friends  were  given  a  car 
ride  around  the  Belt  line  in  a  large 
open  car  of  the  Portland  Railroad 
Co.  from   6.45  to  8  o'clock. 

In  the  evening  there  was  an  enter- 
tainment    with     the   following     pro- I 
gram: 
Overture   .   American  Cadet  orchestra 

Solo Alfred   Langlois 

Whistling  solo  ....  Miss  Lenore  Pearl 

Solo    Miss    McNeil 

Reading Robert  Whltcomb 

Tenor   solo Fred    Hatch! 

Part  Two. 
Orchestra. 

Piano    solo Myrtle    Mathis 

Solo Mrs.  E.  B.   Strout 

Piano    solo * 

Miss  Josephine  Hannaford 

Reading    Robert  Whitcomb 

Solo    Miss  Blanch  Nelson 

Orchestra. 
Accompanist,    Miss    Mildred    Curtis. 


OPEN  TO  BUND 

Occupation  to  Which  They  Are 
Adopted. 


MUSICIANS  OR    MECHANICS 


Other      Senses      are      Greatly 
Quickened. 


It  has  been  well  said  that  few  men 
are  perfectly  qualified  for  the  work 
they  are  actually  doing.  In  moments 
of  discouragement  it  might  be  well 
for  such  partially  qualified  workers  to 
consider  how  much  more  fortunate 
they  are  than  that  ill-fated  class  of 
men  and  women  who  are  compelled  to 
work  in  unending  darkness. 

We  who  have  good  sight  may  learn 
many  great  lessons  in  perseverance 
and  cheerfulness  by  reading  the  stories 
of  these  undaunted  blind  folk  who  have 
pressed  on  in  the  paths  of  usefulness 
despi'te  their  terrible  affliction,  says 
the  Chicago  Tribune.  The  mere  list  of 
the  trades  and  professions  that  have 
been  and  are  practiced  with  success  by 
the  blind  is  most  instructive  and  in- 
teresting. In  the  manual  trades  the 
ones  most  commonly  followed  are 
broommaking.  basket  weaving,  chair 
caning  and  rattan  work.  The  blind 
are  capable  workers  also  in  the  follow- 
ing lines:  The  manufacture  of  mat- 
tresses, cigars,  rag  carpets,  mops,  har- 
nesses and  other  articles  of  the  same 
general  nature.     Sightless  people     can 

!also  practice  massaging  and  shampo'o- 
ing.  One  of  the  largest  dry  goods 
stores  in  Chicago  has  a  blind  stenog- 
rapher doing  regular  work  satisfac- 
torily, 

A' report  from  a  Glasgow  institution 
states  that  blind  men  have     been  able 


to*do  even  such  dangerous  work  as  the 
operation  of  a  circular  saw  or  a 
band  saw.  Blind  men  have  proved 
that  they  can  be  good  barbers.  At  a 
recent  date  there  were  in  New  York 
City  five  telephone  operators,  two 
of  them  at  hospital  switchboards,  two 
in  business  houses  and  one  in  the  edi- 
torial rooms  of  a  daily  newspaper.  Of 
these  blind  operators  three  are  women 
and  two  are  men.  One  of  the  most  fre- 
quent occupations  for  the  blind  is  the 
teaching  of  music.  Piano  tuning  is  an- 
other. 

Both  of  thes^  lines  of  wcrfc  are  es- 
pecially available  because  of  the  fact 
that  when  the  power  of  sigh:  is  gone 
the  sense  of  hearing  increases  ,u  ac- 
curacy and  in  quickness.  Nearly  all 
blind  persons  are  good  musicians,  and 
many  of  them  have  been  successful  in 
yiving  concerns  for  money. 

The  blind  have  a  sincere  and  ardent 
desire  to  be  not  merely  busy,  but  use- 
ful.   In  this  spirit  Helen  Kelier,    plead- 
ing for  the  blind  from  out  ihe     dark- 
ness  of   her   own     threefold    affliction, 
implores  the    public    not  to  buy    from 
the  bl:nd     any  senseless     and     useless 
knick-knacks.  She  does  not  want  us  to 
delude  blind  people  into  thinking  they 
are     useful     when     they     are  not.     It 
would  be  better    to  give     the     money  i 
outright  to  some  charity  for  the  blind. 
Many  of  them  have  been  assisted  by 
the  free  employment     bureau     for  the! 
handicapped  which     was     started     in 
New  York  a  few  years  ago.       Thirty- 
nine  of  the  first     500  applicants     were 
blind,   and  it  was   not     an  easy     task 
to  find  places  for  any  of  them.    A  one-, 
armed  man  can  easily     act  as  a  mes- 
senger, etc.;   a  man  minus  both  legs  is 
employed  as  a  gateman,     and     a  deaf 
mute  can  easily     be  a  clerk     or  book- 
keeper, but  the  outlook,    for     a  bkoA 
man  is  mostly  out  and  not  much  'Took 
nor  luck.     One  case  handled  by     this 
employment  bureau   was     that     of  "a 
man  48  years     of  age.  who     had  sdu- 
denly  been  stricken     blind  and    forced 
to  relinquish  his  trade    as  a  mechanic. 
Through  the  efforts     of  the  bureau    he 
was  placed  as  an  assistant  foreman    in 
a  novelty  shop,  where     he  fully  dem- 
onstrated his  abilities  and  is  now  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  valuable     em- 
ployes." 

One  of  the  most  famous  cases  of ; 
success  won  in  lifelong  darkness  is 
that  of  Joseph  Strong,  who  died  nearly ; 
two  centuries  ago,  but  is  still  re-  ' 
nowned  as  "the  Blind  Mechanician." 
Though  he  lost  his  sight  when  four 
years  of  a°:e,  he  was  ho  clevg.  with 
his  hands  and  so  good  a  musician 
that  even  as  a  bov  he  could  make  sev-  i 
era)   varieties   of.   musical    Instruments. 


He  early     had     learned  to  play     upon 
the  organ,  and  at  the-  tender  age  of  15 
I  had  the  amazing     desire     to  construct 
one. 

It  was  this  very  large  ambition  that 
led  him  into  a  prank  that  has  aelped  i 
to  keep  his  name  famous.  To  gam 
more  knowledge  of  organ  construc- 
tion he  concealed  himself  in  the 
cathedral  at  Carlisle,  and  when  every- 
one else  had  left  the  building  he  felt 
around  among  the  organ  pipes  and 
gained  the  facts  that  he  desirefl.  But, 
forgetting  that  it  was  now  about  mid- 
night, he  sat  down  at  the  keyboard 
and  began  to  play  some  of  his  favor- 
ite pieces.  The  neighbors,  aroused 
from  slumber,  were  astonished  at  this 
midnight  music.  Some  thought  an 
angel  or  spirit  was  playing  the  organ. 
At  last  someone  brought  a  light  into 
the  cathedral  and  discovered  the 
blind  musician.  He  was  reprimanded 
for  this  intrusion,  but  was  given  per- 
mission to  play  the  organ  at  more 
seasonable  hours. 

In  the  course  of  a  short  time  he 
built  several  organs  that  worked  to 
perfection. 

Several  blind  men  have  been  suc- 
cessful inventors  in  a  small  way.  One 
of  these  was  Alexander  Davidson, 
blind  from  his  seventh  year,  •  who  , 
continued  his  studies  and  passed 
through  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
To  his  cleverness  was  due  the  inven- 
tion of  a  very  important  apparatus 
for  relieving  the-  mining  pits  of  car- 
bonic acid. 

Another  British-  inventor  among 
the  blind  was  Thomas  Wilson,  who 
lived  before  the  days  of  rapid  ma- 
chinery and  big  factories.  He  not 
only  gained  fame  as  a  wood  turner, 
but  actually  devised  a  special  lathe 
and  some  new  tools  for  that  line  of 
work.  A  Massachusetts  man  who*  was 
stone  blind  invented  the  Wunder 
mop  and  the  machinery  for  making 
it.  He  also  invented  an  improved 
track  broom  for  use  on  street  car 
rails.  .     - 

It  would  take  a  long  time  to  enum- 
erate all  the  trades,  professions  and 
arts  which  the  blind  have  successful- 
ly practiced.  James  Holman  gained 
fame  as  "the  blind  traveler."  and  Fran- 
cois Huber  of  Switzerland  was  called 
the  blind  naturalist.  Vidal  was  a  sight- 
less sculptor.  Of  more  recent  date  is 
the  career  of  T.  P.  Gore,  the  blind 
Senator  from  Oklahoma. 

Harry  N.  Couden  was  '-ven  more 
noted  in  Washington,  being  chaplain 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
manv  years.  Edward  Crowell  was  a 
professor  of  Latin  at  Amherst  for 
more  than  twenty  years.  Nicholas 
Saunderson  and  Dr.  Henry  Moyes  not 


only  lectured  to  seeing-  people,  but, 
were  actually  able  to  give  learned 
talks  on  optics— the  science  of  vision 
Dr.  Moves  had  the  honor  of  being  the 
first  blind  man  to  perform  chemical 
experiments  in  connection  with  a  pub- 
lic lecture. 

A  very  noted  instance  of  a  blind 
man  in  active  business  is  found  in  the 
career  of  John  Herreshoff,  the  boat- 
builder,  who  was  blind  from  his  15th 
year.  While  it  is  true  that  the  success 
of  the  business  was  due  to  his  sighted 
j  brother,  yet  many  of  the  most  impor- 
tant decisions  of  the  company  were 
made  by  this  blind  man,  its  president. 
it  is  said  of  him  that  "b  -  passing  his 
hand  over  a  model  of  a  ship  he  could 
tell  more  about  its  value  than  most 
men  who  have  the  use  of  their  eyes." 

Another  noted  blind  man  in  America 
was  the  late  Walter  L..  Campbell,  who 
was  one  of  the  campaign  speakers  on 
Bryan's  side  in  the  gre  it  free  silver 
battle  a  few  years  ago.  Mr,  Campbell 
lost  his  sight  when  five  years  old, 
owing  to  the  carelessness  of  a  play- 
mate, who  threw  a  clod  of  dirt  square 
in  his  eyes.  Nevertheless,  Campbell 
went  through  Western  university 
with  high  honor  and  studied  law.  He 
successfully  passed  the  bar  examina- 
tion and  was  later  appointed  United 
States  commissioner  in  the  newly 
created   Territory   of  Wyoming. 

When  his  work  there  was  over  ~he 
returned  to  Youngstown,  O.,  and  for 
many  years  conducted  a  prominent 
journal,  writing  his  own  editorials, 
with  the  assistance  of  secretary,  or  else 
upon  a  typewriter  himself,  which  he 
manipulate  with  speed  and  accuracy. 
He  was  a  progressive  student  of 
affairs   and   an   original   thinker. 

Except  for  the  great  poets,  Homer 
and  Milton,  probably  the  most  fa- 
mous blind  man  in  history  was  Hen- 
ry Fawcett,  whose  career  is  almosl  i 
unbelievable,  so  much  did  he  accom- 
plish. He  became  blind  at  the  age  of 
~L'5  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  his 
own  father,  while  they  were  out  hunt- 
ing together.  A  promising  career 
seemed  to  be  hopelessly  blighted,  but 
it  is  recorded  of  him  that  he  'bore  the 
calamity  with  superlative  courage." 
i  He  went  right  on  with  his  education 
and  became  an  instructor  and  writer 
on  political  economy.  At  32  he  was 
elected  to  Parliament  and  for  years 
was  wonderfully  active  in  that  great 
field  of  brainy  men.  The  greatest  tri- 
umph in  the  life  of  this  blind  man 
was  his  appointment  by  Gladstone  to 
the  position  of  Postmaster  General  of 
Great  Britain. 

In  this  post  of  high  honor  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  and  was  decidedly 
progressive,  introducing,  among  other 
innovations,   government   ownership   of 


telegraph  lines.  Throughout  his  life 
"he  acted  on  the  principle  that  a 
blind  man  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
act  and  be  treated  like  a  seeing  man. 
He  kept  up  the  recreations  to  which 
he  had  been  devoted.  He  was  a  sturdy 
pedestrian  and  a  very  powerful  skater 
often  skating  50  or  60  miles  a  day. 

Equally  interesting,  though  not  as 
noted,  is  the  career  of  Prof.  James 
W.  Welsh  of  Ohio.  Pew  blind  men  can 
come  anywhere  near  his  record,  if  we 
judge  b&  the  variety  of  occupations 
which  he  followed.  Music  was  his  main 
field  and  he  became  well  known  as  a 
teacher  and  concert  player.  But  he 
also  was  at  different  times  a  farmer, 
a  lawyer  and  a  broom  manufacturer. 
i  He  was  an  expert  horse  trader  ax.d 
even  ventured  to  break  in  horses  that 
j  seeing  men   could  not  subdue. 

In  his  varied  career  he  was  also  a 
partner  in  a  traveling  drug  business 
and  at  another  time  conducted  a  pan- 
orama. As  side  lines  he  also  engaged 
in  the  selling  of  musical  instruments 
and  sewing  machines.  His  musical 
ability  being  well  known,  he  was  paid 
$5  a  day  on  some  work  he  did  in  ar- 
ranging and  writing  music  for  a  new 
hymnal. 

When  a  new  institution  for  the  blind 
was  needed  his  own  blindness  did  not 
prevent  him  from  being  a  successful 
lobbyist  in  favor  of  a  bill  that  had 
been  introduced  into  the  Ohio  Legis- 
lature by  a  member  of  that  body,  who 
himself  was  totally  blind.  Mr.  Welsh 
gives  us  his  own  philosophy  of  life, 
and    it    is    as     optimistic    and    sunny 


PBESENTT3ANE  TO 

STJPT  J.  C.  KNAPP 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  and  en- 
i  joyable  occasions  of  the  season  was 
j  the  reception  giVen  to  the  blind  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Knapp  at  their 
home,  No.  311  Portland  strelff^f^feiy 
evening,  before  taking  their  final 
leave    at    the    institution. 

The  blind  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  all  there,  for  a  good  jolly  time, 
and  they  certainly  had  it.  Messrs. 
Scates,  Trask,  Baker  and  Miss 
Thompson  rendered  some  very  fine 
piano  solos,  and  Messrs.  Lynch,  Bak- 
er   and    Scates    rendered    some        very 


fine  vocal  solos.  Messrs.  Baker, 
Scates  and  Bissit  read  some  fine 
pieces.  Mr.  Heath,  an  upholsterer  at 
the  institution,  read  an  original  poem, 
written  in  braille,  which  was  equally 
pleasing. 

After  the  musical  program,  refresh- 
ments were  served  to  over  40  peo- 
ple. 

After  the  refreshments  were  served, 
Mr.  Bissit  in  a  very  pleasing  speech 
in  behalf  of  the  blind  presented  Mr. 
Knapp  with  an  elegant  cane  as  a 
slight  token  of  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  the  blind  with  whom  he 
has    worked   for   the   past   three   years 

Mr.  Knapp  was  very  much  affected 
by  the  sudden  surprise  and  it  was 
some  time  before  he  could  find  words 
to  express  his  many  thanks  of  ap- 
preciation, w'hich  he  did  in  an  ap- 
propriate manner. 


BLIND  HAVE  QUTlMr"" 

WeWWfilit chelF s  and  Enjoyed 
Shore  Dinner. 


The  members  of  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind  were  given  an  outing  and 
shore  d.nner  at  Mitchell's  yesterday. 
The  party,  which  numbered  40,  includ^ 
ing  Supt.  Baldwin  and  his  wife,  were 
taken  over  by  the. manager  of  Paul's 
sight  seeing  tours  in  the  forenoon  and 
brought  back  in  the  afternoon. 

At  noon  Trustees  J.  Putnam  Stevens 
and  Mrs.  Clark  Barker  had  dinner  with 
the  party. 


Port Lctwct,  VRaaw^,  JeUgYd,wt 
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BLIND  INSTITUTE 


*  *  Sightseeing ' '  Auto  Was 
Conveyance  Used— Merry 
Party  Enjoys  Day  at 
Spurwink.     % 

Superintendent  Baldwin  and  the  in- 
mates of  the  Portland  Institute  for 
the  Blind  yesterday  afternoon  en- 
joyed an  outing  at  Mitchells,  Spur- 
wink, and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it 
was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  out- 
ings of  the  season  so  far.  Superin- 
tendent Baldwin  says  that  he  has 
some  of  the  smartest  people  in  the 
world  at  the  institute,  and  to  watch 
them  at  all  sorts  of  sports  and  games 
today,  was  to  realize  that  there  are 
large   grounds  for   his   assertion. 

The  sightseeing  auto  was  employed 
to  take  the  party  to  the  grounds, 
and  it  brought  them  home  again, 
and  considerable  witty  comment  was 
heard  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  in- 
mates on  the  fact  that  a  sightseeing 
auto  should  be  employed  by  the  blind. 
A  program  of  sports 'was  run  off, -in- 
cluding throwing  quoits,  in  which  a 
remarkable  contest  resulted,  and  a 
very  extraordinary  thing  was  accom- 
plished, in  that  "Skipper"  McGivney 
threw  a  ringer,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  was  blind.  There  are 
persons  who  see  perfectly  well  who 
could  not  equal  this  feat  in  a  day, 
and  with  a  clumsy  old  horseshoe  at 
;hat.  Will  Bissett  won  all  the  run- 
ling  races,  and  in  the  broad  jump 
beat  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Bald- 
win, when  on  a  standing  start  he 
jumped  7  feet  6  inches.  The  super- 
intendent claims  that  he  was  some- 
what handicapped  by  weight,  how- 
ever. Other  features  of  the  outing 
were    piano    solos    by    Mr.    Trask    and 


Mr.  Deback.  Among  those  present 
the  following  directors  attended,  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  and  Mrs..  Clark 
Barker.  The  school  closes  on  Aug.  3 
for  one  month.  Following  the  sports, 
i  shore  dinner  was  enjoyed  and  the 
picnickers  returned  to  the  City  again 
in  the  sight  seeing  auto,  at  3.30  p.  m. 
Before  leaving  the  grounds,  however, 
3.  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Paul,  the 
owner  of  the  auto,  was  tendered  by 
those   present.    ; 


1  ovtLa~wcbt  Vvtau\v\er>  Sx^t^^s 

LEISfl! 
TO  W  LOCAL 
INSTITUTIONS 


BATH,  July  29.— By  the  will  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Annie  Flye,  filed  in  the 
Probate  court  today,  ^he  children's 
^hospital  in  Portland  will  receive 
*$3,.000  and  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
felind   at    Portland,    $2,000. 


•Bo^tovu,  >YLa,ss.,  Jra,vuScTt(>r. 


CLvcq;wst    IT-    1^\?U. 

By  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Annie  Pj.V^*' 
Bath,  Me.,  the  Children's  hospital,  Port- 
land, receives  $3000;  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  $2000,  and  the  residue  of 
the  estate  is  to  go  to  the  North  Street 
Free  Will   Baptist   Church,   Bath. 
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Economy  &s   Interpreted     by      Democ- 

Jracy. 
sregard  of  the  Demo- 
ire  of  1911  for  the  dire 
absolute  requirements 
of  the  great  charitable  institutions  of 
the  State,  is  arresting  the  attention 
and  arousing  he  indignation  of  the 
people,  as  has  no  other  of  the  mani- 
fold delinquenees  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration. And  justly  so.  For  the 
action  of  the  Legislature  and  the  at- 
titude of  the  executive  were  and  are 
in  no  wise  representative  of  the  en- 
lightened citizenship  of  the  State  of 
Maine. 

But  in  1911  it  became  politically  ex- 
pedient, to  the  end  that  Democratic 
ascendency  might  be  maintained,  that, 
a  record  for  "ECONOMY"  be  made. 
And  it  was  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
sufferings  of  thq^MincLtb-e  crippled 
and  the  homeless. 

The  city  of  Portland  has.  within  its 
borders  many  hospitals  and  asylums, 
toward  whose  doors  for  many  years 
the  sick  and  homeless  from  every  sec- 
tion of  the  State  have  turned  their 
footsteps,  in  confidence  that  there  a 
haven  would  be  found. 

Former  Legislatures,  after  exhaus- 
tive hearings  and  thorough  investiga- 
tions, had  responded  with  a  generous 
yet  prudent  hand  to  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  the  leading  citizens,  not  alone 
of  Portland  but  of  other  localities,  that 
these  charities  be  sustained. 
IlllWi^jSijsanner  in  which  they  were 
treated  by  the  last  Republican  and  by 
the  present  Democratic  administration, 
is  strikingly  shown  in  the  following 
table,  figures  taken  from  the  appro- 
priation bills  of  the  years  named: 
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■IBBIlJiriJL.:^.                  Repub-  Demo 

■Ul""1                                             hcan  cratic 

1909-10  1911-12 

Institution   for    Blind,              $30,000  $20,000 

Home   for    Friendless  Boys,     4,000  3,000 
Home      for       Women      and 

Children,                                        7,000  5,600 

Eve   and    Ear   Infirmary,         10,006  7,000 

Holy    Innocents    Home,              5,000  4,000 
St.        Elizabeth's        Orphan 

Asylum,                                        5,000  4,  COO 

Children's    Hospital,                  55,000  15,000 

Maine    General    Hospital,        32,000  18,000 

$148,000       $76,000 

The   results   of    the   Democratic    idea 

of    the    proper    direction    in    which    to 

practice    economy,    have    been    felt    in 

homes      throughout     the     length     and 

_  t.k    ^f  0ip,  state. 


"YVausVvvulAe.,   Jeww.,  T3jLwvue>^. 


SELF-SUPPORT  FOR  BLIND. 

Maine  School  to  Pay  Tfc#!ff?o> 
Work  at  Trades. 

If  thefpXn  which  Millard  W.  Bald- 
win, the  ne^head  of  the  Maine  School 
for  the  Blind  in  this  city,  is  put  into 
operation  when  the  fall  term  of  the 
school  opens  next  month  proves  a  suc- 
cess, there  will  be  no  blind  person 
buried  in  a  pauper's  grave  or  go  to  a 
hospital  as  a  charity  patient  in  the 
future,  says  a  Portland,  Me.,  dispatch 
to   the   New   York   Sun. 

This  school  is  an  industrial  one. 
where  the  blind  are  taught  to  make 
brooms,  cane  chairs,  weave  rugs  and 
other  trades  such  as  are  adaptable  to 
the  blind.  In  the  past  those  who  went 
there  have  received  no  compensation 
for  their  labor.  They  were  given  their 
board  and   no   more. 

By  Mr.  Baldwin's  plan  each  man 
and  woman  will  be  paid  on  the  piece 
system.  At  the  end  of  each  week  his 
or  her  board  will  be  deducted.  In  ad- 
dition a  certain  per  cent.,  according 
to  the  amount  earned,  will  be  taken 
out  and  deposited  to  the  earner's  credit 
in  a  savings  bank.  So  long  as  the  blind 
person  remains  in  the  school  this 
money  cannot  be  drawn  from  the  bank 
by  him  or  her,  except  by  the  approval 
of  the  trustees  of  the  school.  In  this 
way  a  fund  will  be  created  for  each 
pupil    for    use    in    later    life.      Another 


a 


feature  which  will  be  introduced  in  the 
school  by  the  new  Superintendent  is 
that  of  reading  the  newspaper  to  them. 
A  certain  hour  will  be  designated. 
when  all  will  gather  in  the  big^hall  of 
the  school  and  Mr.  Baldwin  wtt!  read 
the  Important  news  of  the  day  to  them. 
Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  native  of  the  State 
of  New  York.,  and  was  for  many  years 
connected  with  the  educational  work  of 
that  state,  both  as  a  teacher  and  a  su- 
pervisor of  schools.  For  several  years 
past  he  has  been  engaged  in  business 
in   Maine,   but  was   induced  to   take   his 

f>resent  position  because  of  a  lifelong 
nterest  in  the  work  of  teaching  those 
ifflicted  with  loss  .of  eyesight. 


nq^-tcStau,  W\a,vYie>  Jovuy  Yy.au U 


rLoVeYwfee.Hr   b-   l^W 


TV.  J.  Ryan  will  soon  make%iis  an- 
nual tour  through  Maine  selling  the 
Old  Farmer's  Almanac  for  the  coming- 
year.  Though  totally  blind  it  docs  not 
prevent  him  from  working  his  way. 
Along  his  route  through  Central  Maine 
he  has  a  large  list  of  patrons  who  de- 
■^ted  upon  him  to  supply  them  with 
this  favorite  almanac.  Mr.  Ryan  as 
general  agent  for  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  BU&d**vould  like  the  address  of 
all  blind  persons  in  the  state. 


Port  La. -wet,  >V\at\w^»  "Pr-css 


SENSE  OF  TOUCH 

Plays  All   IrWtant  Part  at 
Institute  For  Blind. 


THE    WORK    DONE    THERE 


Even  the  Stenographer  For  the 
Superintendent  Is  Sightless. 


To.  make  a  mattress  at  all  is  consid- 
erable of  an  undertaking-,  but  mat- 
tress making-  when  one's  totally  blind 

rapidly  assumes  the  proportion^ oT'Hl1! 

art.  The  pupils  at  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind  on  Park  avenue  are 
learning  to  master  this  profession.  In- 
deed many  of  them  have  already  mas- 
tered it — and  their  completed  mat- 
tresses are  in  every -degree  the  equal 
of  the  finest  that  can  be  purchased  at 
the   department  stores.. 

To  the  one  who  possesses  the  pre- 
cious gift  of  sight  the  feats  that  these 
sightless  men  and  women  accomplish 
merely  by  an  intensified-  sense  of  feel- 
ing are  almost  incredible,  and  their 
systems  of  measuring  and  testing  the 
accuracy  of  results  are  well  worth  tfce 
relating. 

In  the  big,  sunlit  room  at  the  school 
for  the  blind  where  mattress  making 
goes  on  every  day,  there  are  all  sorts 
of  ingeniously  contrived  apparatus  to 
simplify  the  labor  of  the  blind  work- 
ers, many  of  them  made  by  the  present 
superintendent  of  the  institute,  Millard 
Baldwin.  All  the  cutting  and  measuring 
for  the  mattress  ticks  is  done  by  Miss 
Anna  Spencer,  who  has  absolutely  no 
sight  at  all.  The  work  of  mattress 
making  is   divided,   a  different  part  of 


(the   process   being-   alloted   to   eac*i>   so 
that  the  making  of  an  entire  mattress 
does      not        consume      such    a      large 
amount  of  time.  To  measure  her  mat- 
tress ticks  Miss   Fpencer  uses   a  table 
prepared    especially    for    that    purpose 
by   Mr.   Baldwin.    The   edge   is   divided 
off  into  so  many  feet,  a  big  brass  tack 
marking   the    termination    of    the    foot. 
These  feet  are  subdivided  into  inches, 
which   are  indicated  by  smaller  tacks, 
and  there  is  a  saw  notch  in  the  table 
just    where    every    tack    is    driven    in. 
By  feeling  along  the  table  and  count- 
ing the  brass  tacks  it  is  easy  for  M'ss 
Spencer     to      measure      the      requisiie 
number  of  feet,,  and  the  smaller  tacks 
tell   her   the   number   of   inches.  .When 
this    is      discovered      the-      ticking      is 
stretched    upon    the    table,    and    a    trl- 
square     is     laid     upon*    it,     one.  ,  arm 
stretching  along  the  edge  of  the  table, 
the  other  at  right  angles  with  it  cross - 
:ing  the   ticking.    A  knife   is   run   along 
that   edge,    and    presto!    the    ticking   is 
cut,   and   is  just  the' required  size.   As, 
for    the    sewing,    Miss      Spencer      uses 
a  sewing  machine  with  as   much  ease 
as  any  woman  who  has  the  full  use  of 
both  eyes.   She  is  a  rapid,  but  careful 
worker. 

Once  the  tick'ng  is  stitched,  with 
one  end  left  open,  the  question  of 
stuffing  ar'ses.  The  process  is  entirely 
different  for  the  hair  and  for  the  so- 
called  combination  mattresses.  A  hair 
mattress  is  filled  by  blowing  :  the 
hair  into  the  tick,  when  it 
has  first  been  interwoven  by 
hand.  But  for  filling  a  :  com- 
bination mattress  another  table  is 
called  into  play.  The  top  is  just  the 
size  of  the  mattress.  At  either  side 
jare  boards  wh'ch  screw  into  upright 
position,  but  which  can  be  loosened 
by  merely  a  turn.  Upon  the  table  top 
is  laid  a  thick  coverinj  of  cotton. 
Above  this  comes  fine  rattan  shavings; 
then  more  cotton,  then  more  shavings, 
and  upon  the  top  another  thick  layer 
I  of  cotton  so  that  the  mattress  may  be 
smooth  and  soft  to  sleep  upon.  The  en- 
tire inner  part  of  the  mattress  is  built 
without  reference  to  the  ticking.  When 
it  is  completed  the  tick  :'s  drawn  on 
over  the  boards  which  furnish  firm 
sides  for  the  mattress  and  hold  the 
filling  in  place.  The  boards  are  with- 
drawn, and  the  mattress   is  complete. 


Complete,  I  say,  but  I  have  reckoned 
without  my  host,  for  there  is  the  long 
weary  task  of  tacking-  yet  to  be  done. 
To  find  tl-e  location  for  the  leather 
buttons  a  member  of  the  school  has 
evolved  a  scheme  of  his  own  which 
can  be  easily  executed,  and  is  sure  to 
result  in  absolute  correctness.  With  a 
rule  upon  which  the  inches  are  mark- 
ed by  notches  he  measures  up  six  in- 
ches from  the  lower  left  hand  corner 
upon  the  left  side  of  the  mattress.  In 
a  straight  line  he  then  measures  six 
inches  in.  There  he  places  a  wire  pin 
with  a  looped  top.  Upon  the  right 
hand  side  of  the  mattress  he  repeats 
the  process.  These  two  pins  are  his 
starting  points.  Whistling  cheerily 
(for  cheerfulness  is  the  rule  and  any 
evidence  of  depression  the-  exception 
in  the  Institute  for  the  Blind),  he 
proceeds  to  divide  the  space  between 
these  two  pins  into  three  equal  parts. 
By  long  practice  he  is  able  to  guess 
pretty  well  how  long  they  will  have 
to  be,  and  it  is  necessary  only  to  be 
sure  that  each  new  pin  is  placed  ex- 
actly six  inches  from  the  edge  of  the 
mattress. 

Going  to  the  upper  side  of  the  mat- 
tress he  goes  through  the  same 
process,  placing  four  pins  along  the 
edge  at  equal  distances  apart  and 
each  six  inches  from  the  upper  mar- 
g'n.  Then  the  side  of  the  mat- 
tress is  divided  into  four  equal  parts 
marked  by  five  pins.  Then  from  the 
pins  at  the  upper  end  to  the  pins  at 
the  lower  he  stretches  strings  held  by 
weights  at  either  end.  Along  these 
strings  he  measures  the  requisite 
■number  of  inches  to  make  it  possible 
to  place  five  pins  equal  distances 
apart.  Now,  save  for  getting  the  di- 
agonals in  the  squares  thus  formed 
the  process  is  complete.  And  like  a 
true  geometrician  he  plots  his  diag- 
onals with  pieces  of  string  and  places 
a  pin  at  each  intersection.  The  mat- 
tress is  marked  off  exactly  right  for 
tacking.  The  man  who  completes  it 
will  have  simply  to  feel  for  the  pins 
and  sew  on  a  leather  button  where 
each  pin  is  placed.  And  not  one  per- 
son who  can  distinguish  one  color 
from  another,  or  who  has  even  a  com- 
prehension of  what  the  material  he  is 
working  with  looks  like  has  had  any- 
thing to-do  with  making  that  mat- 
tress. And  is   it   a  good   mattress,  you 


ask.  You  would  have  a  hard  time  to 
find  a  better  one,  no  matter  how  large 
a  sum  of  money  you  are  willing  to 
pay. 

Nor    is    mattress    maaing    the    only 


MILLARD   W.   BALDWIN, 

Superintendent    Maine    Institution    for 
Blind. 


notable  achievement  at  the  Maine 
school  for  the  blind.  Verily  it  is  a 
place  of  marvels,  each  one  of  which 
is  worthy  an  article  of  its  very  own. 
For  instance  here  is  a  hand  loom  car- 
rying a  warp  of  199  threads,  and  upon 
it  a  rug  in  process  of  construction. 
The  only  blind  woman  in  the  world, 
so  far  as  it  is  known,  who  ever  strung 
a  loom  placed  a  warp  upon  it — Miss 
Louise  Haskell — and  she  it  is  who  is 
weaving  the  pretty  rug  in  its  tones  of 
blue  and  crimson  and   brown. 

Then  there  is  broom  making,  ia  very 
important  part  of  the  work  at  the  in- 
stitute. Ever  and  ever  so  many  men, 
|  young  and  old,  are  employed  at  this 
process,  and  they  do  every  bit  of  it 
alone,  from  combing  the  seed  out  of 
the  corn  to  decorating  the  completed 
product  with  a  t!n  cap  bearing  the  seal 
of    Maine,    and   varnishing   the   handle. 


There  are  machines  to  help  them  in 
this  process  which  they  manage  with 
as  great  ease  as  if  they  could  actual- 
ly see.  Indeed  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  is 
not  onry  a  conscientious  superintend- 
ent, but  one  highly  interested  in  his 
work,  experiments  with  much  of  the 
apparatus  in  the  darkness  so  that  he 
ma3'  know  it  is  entirely  practicable 
before  he  puts  it  into  use  in  the  school. 

On  the  lower  floor  of  the  institute 
men  and  women  alike  are  busy  caning 
chairs,  doing  every  bit  of  their  work 
by  the  sense  of  touch,  and  even  in  the 
basement — for  the  school  is  a  perfect 
hive  of  industry — the  space  is  utilized 
for  upholstering  and  repairing  fur- 
niture. Here,  too,  there  is  a  member 
of  the  school  who  reseats  rush  bot- 
tomed chairs,  and  as  the  making  of 
rush  seats  is  practically  a  lost  art  to- 
day he  bids  fair  to  find  ample  employ- 
ment from  those  who  have  beautiful 
old-fashioned  furniture  and  wish  the 
rush  seat  restored. 

There  is  one  person  in  the  institute 
of  whom  Mr.  Baldwin  is  inordinately 
proud— well,  in  fact,  he  is  proud  of  all 
of  them — but  no  one  could  convince 
him  that  there  could  be  a  finer  sten- 
ographer in  the  world  than  his  own, 
and  yet  the  young  man  is  totally 
blind.  That,  however,  does  not  pre- 
vent him  from  mastering  a  dot  sys- 
tem of  stenography,  nor  from  learn- 
ing a  touch  system  on  the  typewriter 
that  would  put  to  shame  many  of  the 
graduates  of  our  schoolO.  His  copy 
is  practically  perfect,  and  he  makes 
out  as  neat  bills  as  one  would  wish 
to  see.  How  he  tells  where  the  lines 
for  the  date,  for  the  name  of  debtor 
and  creditor  and  :he  amount  of  the 
bill  are,  no  one  knows,  but  this  he  does 
without  a  shadow  of  inaccuracy. 

But  the  most  mrrvellous  thing  about 
the  whole  institute  is  not  the  speed 
with  which  its  pupils  can  make  mat- 
resses,  or  brooms,  or  chair  bottoms,  the 
speed  with  which  Mr.  Baldwin's  sten- 
ographer can  take  dictation,  but  the 
spirit  of  unparalleled  gocd-nature  that 
animates  every  worker.  It  matters 
not  that  nature  has  seen  fit  to  build 
up  without  a  perpetual  wall  of  dark- 
ness, to  deprive  them  of  a  sight  of  the 
beauties  of  the  world  about  them. 
They  are  happy  in  the  knowledge  that 
they  are  learning  something  useful; 
that  in  spite  of  their  infirmity  they  are 


rapidly  becoming  self-supporting-  and 
useful  citizens.  They  do  not  crave  a 
glimpse  of  the  blue  sky,  the  sapphire 
sea,  or  the  golden  path  of  inter-laced 
sunbeams  from  earth  to  heaven.  Their 
sunshine   is  from   withj] 


\  HIS  33rd  ANNUAL  TOUR.  "" 


W.  J.   Ryan,  with   Maine 
manacs    Here    Y 


le  Farmer's  |AI 

esferbei 


For  33  years  W.  J.  Ryan  of  Port- 
land, totally  blind  ha>ft-fteen  coming 
to  this  city  with  The  Maine  Parmer's 
Almanac,  and  when  he  appeared  in 
this  city  yesterday  he  looked  as 
natural  as  ever.  Making  his  way  over 
the  business  parts  of  the  city  is  an 
easy  task  for  this  veteran  and  it  is 
seldom  that  he  asks  for  assistance. 
Things  change  during  the  course  of 
years,  and  offices  are  moved,  and  the 
knowledge  concerning  the  occupants 
is  about  all  the  information  he  seeks. 
He  has  many  friends  here  and  is  al- 
ways welcomed.  He  left  during  the 
afternoon  for  Belfast.  He  will  travel 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State  before 
returning  to  his  home  in  Portland, 
where  he  expects  to  arrive  in  about  a 
month. 


Taeu)ust>ow> ,  YV\&Aw.e  ,   CTovu-rvuciuU 


"Decevwber   IS*  \°[\^. 


MAME    SCHOOL    FOR    BI^IIVD 


C.   Curtis  '© 


'Ge'^fcr^iigft'  Ifemexabered  in  Will  of  Alice 


fflPortlaad— Other  Bequests. 

Several  public  bequests  are  made  in  the 
will  of  Alice  C.  Curtis  of  Portland  just 
filed  in  the  registry  of  the  Cumberland 
county  probate  court.  After  making-  pro- 
vision for  relatives  and  friends  Mrs.  Curtis 
leaves  to  the.  Bradford  library  of  Bradford 
a  portrait  of  her  husband,  the  late  John 
B.  Curtis;  to  the  Rockton  public  library 
of  Rockton,  111.,  all  of  her  books;  to  the 
Mary  Brown  home  of  Portland,  $5000  to  be 
known  as  the  "Alice  -Curtis  fund,"  to  be 
used  for  repairing  and  maintenance  of 
buildings  and  care  of  grounds;  to  the 
Maine  Industrial  school  for  the  Blind  of 
Portland,  $4000  to  be  known  as  the  'Alice 
Curtis  fund,"  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  "furthering  the  work  of  the  institute 
Mrs.  Curtis'   will  was  nlinw^.-B****^ 


DAILY    EASTEEN    AEGUS, 


1 


POETLAND,     MAINE, 
JANUARY    10,     1913. 


THE  BUND 
INSTITUTION. 


Annual  Meeting  Was  Yester- 
day Afternoon. 

Siipt.  Baldwin  Outlines  Pro- 
posed Improvements. 


Large  Number  of  New  Direc- 

ktors  Chosen. 


At  the  annual  meeting-  of  the  cor- 
poration of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  at  the  institution  yesterday 
afternoon,  there  was  an  unusually 
large  attendance   of  the   members. 

The  superintendent  Millard  TV- 
Baldwin,  read  his  report,  which  was 
in  part  as  follows: 

SUPERINTENDENT'S    REPORT. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Maine 

Institution   for   the   Blind: 

Ladies     and     Gentlemen — The     report 
■  of    the    superintendent    is    based    upon 
his   experience      during'      the      last      six 
months  of  the  year  1912. 

There  are  at  present  forty-one  blind 
persons  connected  with  the  school. 
Nine  women  and  thirty-two  men.  This 
number  includes  instructors  and  pu- 
pils. There  are  nine  blind  persons 
who  recive  salaries  amounting  to 
$79.00  per  week.  The  institution  pays 
the  board  of  twenty-nine  persons  at 
$4.50   per   week  and   the  board    of   three 


persons  at  $3.50  per  week.  From  these  I 
facts  it  will  be  seen  that,  for  a  school: 
year  of  fifty  weeks,  the  blind  receive 
in  salaries  $3,950.00,  in  board  $7,050.00, 
or  a  total  of  $11,000.00.  The  salaries 
paid  to  the  sighted  persons  connected 
with  the  school  for  a  year  of  fifty-two! 
weeks  amounts  to  $2,604,00.  Of  the 
total  amount  paid  for  salaries  and 
board  the  blind  are  receiving-  approxi- 
mately 80  per  cent.  This  is  as  it 
uld  be  and  it  is  doubtful  if.  any 
school    can   make   a  better   showing-. 

The  question  arises,  "Are  the  blind 
receiving  a  permanent  benefit?"  The 
answer  is  "Yes  and  No."  In  order  to 
eliminate  the  "No"  from  the  answer 
there  are  several  conditions  to  be  met. 
In  the  first  place  a  workshop  is  neces- 
sary where  the  blind  who  have 
learned  a  trade  may  be  employed  and 
receive  the  profit  of  their  toil.  In  case 
no  workshop  is  provided  the  blind 
person  must  be  financed  if  he  is  to  en- 
gage in  business  for  himself.  There 
are  only  a  small  number  who  have 
sufficient  capital  to  start  in  business. 
A  second  condition  and  important — 
the  blind  person  must  save  money.  In 
order  to  meet  this  the  following  plan 
has  been  instituted. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Hon. 
Percival  P.  Baxter  Hon.  Adam  P. 
Leighton.  Col.  Fred  N.  Dow,  Mr. 
Walter  G.  Davis,  and  Mr.  B.  T.  Bur- 
rowes.  it  was  possible  to  present  to 
each  blind  person  connected  with  the 
school,  a  Christmas  present  of  a  bank 
book  containing  a  deposit  of  $5.00. 
This  money  cannot  be  taken  from  the 
bank  without  the  order  of  the.  owner, 
'  countersigned  by  the  superintendent 
of  the  institution.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  no  superintendent  will  allow  the 
money  to  be  withdrawn  except  in 
cases  at  need. 

In  case  a  workshop  department  be 
established  the  following-  plan  will"  be 
recommended.  The  institution  to  be 
responsible  for  the  board  of  each  per- 
son in  the  department,  that  the  amount 
to  be  allowed  for  board  shall  be  $4.50 
per  week,  that  each  person  working  in 
the  shop  shall  earn  by  piece  wor^k,.  or 
otherwise  the  amount  allowed  for 
board  before  receiving  any  money,  the 
first  fifty  cents  earned  over  and  above 
tlie  amount  allowed  for  board,  shall 
be  paid  to  the  blind  person  earning 
the  same,  from  all  amounts  earned 
above  five  dollars  in  any  one  week 
there  shall  be  deposited  to  the  amount 
of  the  earner  20  per  cent  and  the  bal- 
ance paid  in  casTi.  The  20  per  cent 
deposited  in  the  bank  shall  be  held  on 
the  same  condition  as  the  original  de- 
posit. Thus  a  person  earning  $5.00  a 
week  is  not  compelled  to  save  any 
part  of  the  fifty  cents  earned  in  ex- 
cess of  his  board.  Should  he  earn 
$6.00  he  would  be  compelled  to  put  in 
the  bank  20  cents,  and  consequently 
would  have  $1.30  which  he  could  use 
as  he  thought  proper.  By  this  plan 
all  blind  persons  connected  with  the 
school,  who  are  not  drawing  a  salary, 
will  in  a  short  time  be  removed  from 
the  danger  of  being  in  the  pauper 
class  and  in  time  would  have-  capital 
with  which  to  start  in  business.  If 
unable  to  engage  in  business  they 
would  be  saving  something-  which 
might     aid     them     in     their     declining, 


years  or  in  sickness.  This  plan 
towards  the  permanent  betterment  of 
the  condition  of  the  blind.  There  are 
many  important  questions  in  connec- 
tion with  such  a  plan  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  discuss  at  this  time,  such 
as    interesting    men    of    wealth    in    the 

|  work,  building-  up  an  endowment,  en- 
couraging the  blind  to  industry  and 
endeavor. 

The  establishment  of  a  workshop  is 
difficult   and   we   will   have   to   be   guid- 

|  ed    largely   by   what    has   been    done    in 

|  other  institutions.  Piece  wvork  seems 
to  be  the  most  practical  way  and  the 
method  generally  employed.  In  the 
broom    departments    a    schedule    should 

:  be  arranged  fixing  the  price  to  be  paid 
for  winding,  sewing,  bunching,  var- 
nishing. Prices  be  fixed  for  sorting, 
sizing,  combing,  etc.,  which  may  be 
by  the  pound  or  a  per  diem  wag  es- 
tablished with  a  certain  minimum 
amount  of  work  to  be  done.  Broom 
making  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
trades  for  the  blind.  Piece  work  may 
be  arranged  in  the  mattress  depart- 
ment, but  it  will  not  be  found  as 
profitable  as  the  broom  department. 
There  is  not  sufficient  profit  in  making 
new  mattresses  to  enable  a  blind  per- 
son to  earn  a  living,  if  the  product  is 
sold  at  wholesale.  To  dispose  of  the 
product  at  retail,  would  be  difficult. 
In  the  renovation  of  mattresses  there 
is  a  profit.  If  this  department  is  put 
upon  the  piece  basis  the  retail  and 
renovating  trade  must  be  built  up  so 
that  at  all"  times  the  men  will  be  em- 
ployed. It  is  not  good  business  to 
make  up'  and  carry  a  large  stock  of 
mattresses  on  hand,  but  better  to  fill 
as  we  have  orders,  carrying  the  ticks 
in   stock   ready   for   filling. 

The  weaving  of  carpet  and  rugs  is 
a  practical  business  for  the  blind  and 
will  yield  a  profit.  In  this  department 
the  arranging  of  a  schedule  is  an 
easy  matter.  The  disposal  of  the 
product   of   the   loom   must   be   built   up 

i  and  when  established  will  afford  con- 
tinuous work.  Another  and  larger 
loom  would  be  necessary  in  the  near 
future. 

The  caning  department  does  not 
Offer  at  present  prices  for  the  chair 
caning,  much  encouragement  for  piece 
work.  Persons  who  are  hot  able  to 
enter  the  other  departments  might  be 
allowed  pay  for  the  work  clone  out- 
side of  the  regular  school  hours,  and 
thereby  be  able  to  receive  something 
in  addition  to  their  board.  The  work 
done  in  the  eight  school  hours  would 
not,  except  in  rare  cases  pay  for  the 
board.  Some  work  could  be  provided 
this  class,  such  as  sewing*  carpet  rags 
and  knitting  which  could  be  done  at 
hafne,  and  by  the  institution  dispos- 
ing of  the  product,  this  system  would 
enable  them  to  earn  something.  Up- 
holstering and  sewing  offer  about  the 
same  profit  as  caning. 

Making  of  cement  blocks  and  cer- 
tain kind?  of  furniture  is  thought 
practical  for  blind  people  and  does  not 
meet  with  more  competition  from  ma- 
chine goods,  than  is  met  with  in  the 
maHress   and    broom   business. 

The     disposing     to     the     best     advan- 
tagfif    of    the    manufactured    prod 
the     blind     school     and     workshop     is     a 


problem.  in  the  first  place,  blind} 
labor  should  not  be  obliged  to  come 
in  competition  with  the  prison  labor! 
in  supplying  the  several  State  insti- 
tutions with  brooms  and  mattresses. 
The  product  of  the  blind  should  have 
preference  ov*,er  the  prison  product 
and  at  a  reasonable  wholesale  price. 
We  do  not  approve  of  blind  people 
canvassing-  from  house  to  house,  al- 
though the  retail  trade  offers  the 
greatest  profit.  It  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  arrange  with  some  furniture 
dealer  or  department  store  to  sell  the 
manufactured  goods  on  a  commission, 
allowing  for  delivery,  supplying  one 
store  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  two 
or  three  stores  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, the  institution  advertising 
where  the  goods  would  be  found  for 
sale.  This  method  would  undoubtedly 
bring  customers  to  these  places  and 
result  in  a  benefit  to  all  parties. 
From  conversation  with  some  of  the 
merchants  I  believe  such  a  plan  pos- 
sible. 

The  cost  of  trucking  amounts  to 
about  $500.00  per  year.  An  auto  truck 
is  necessary  as  it  would  enable  us  to 
make  prompt  delivery  of  goods, 
prompt  collection  of  chairs,  save  the 
expense  of  haulins:  freight,  and  extend 
our  territory  to  Westbrook,  BidcTeford, 
Saco  and  Yarmouth.  At  present  the 
truck  would  be  operated  by  the  janitor 
and  his  assistant.  No  additional  sight- 
ed employes  would  be  necessary  until 
the  business  "would  warrant.  The  sav- 
ing from  increased  business  and 
trucking  charges  would  be  considered. 
A  partial  lighting  system  has  been 
installed  in  the  school  building,  at  aj 
small  expense.  While  we  have  not 
sufficient  lights,  it  proves  a  great  ben- 
efit and  eliminates  the  dangers  from 
overturned  lanterns  and  gives  us  two 
hours  more  labor  from  the  sighted 
men.  With  a  complete  system  of 
lights  we  will  be  able  to  use  the 
school  room  for  lectures,  concerts,  and 
reading. 

A    commercial    course    of    instruction 
is    absolutely   necessary    if   we    are    go- 
ing   to    fit    blind    people    for    business. 
Only  a  few  of  our  pupils  have  had  ad- 
vantages    along     this     line..      This     i'V-  \ 
struct  ion    might     be    given     with    very  j 
little  added   expense   by   lectures.     It   is 
something    the    adult    blind    need    and  I 
they   should  readily   take  advantage   of 
such   opportunity. 

The    question    of   a    dormitory    is    one  j 
that  we  must  meet  sooner  or  later.   As  j 
a    general    proposition    it    is    better    for 
the   adult   blind     to     be      housed     with 
sight    people,    in    families    where    they 
may  enjoy  the  home  life,  than  it  is  for 
them  to  be  in  a  dormitory  or  boarding 
house    where    only    blind    people    live^J 
The    cost    of    maintaining    a    dormitory 
would   not   cheapen    the   cost    of   board- 
ing   the    blind    to    any    great    amount. 
While    dormitory    life    might    be    made 
enjoyable    it    is    not    so    as    a    rule.      In 
case    we    are    to    have    a    dormitory    it 
should    be    under    the    absolute    control 
of    the    superintendent.      The    employes 
should  be   hired  the   same  as   the-  other  i 
sighted    employes   and   under   the   same 
supervision. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  insti- 
tution take  steps   to   establish  a  school 


for  the  juvenile  blind.  This  we  ap- 
prove of.  if  we  can  have  the  money 
to  establish  as  good  a  school  and  g-ive 
as  good  a  training-  as  is  given  in  Per- 
kins and  like  schools.  If  not,  our 
juvenile  blind  better  be  educated  at 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The 
best  is  none  to  good.  I  believe  such 
a  school  might  be  established  and  that 
it  would  take  high  rank,  for  the  Maine 
blind  are  not  different  from  the  other 
Maine  people.  They  are  of  good,  hardy 
stock  and  capable   of   leading. 

The  employment  of  another  sighted 
person  is  advisable.  A  woman  to  as- 
sist in  the  weaving  department,  sort- 
ing colors,  inspecting  the  work,  etc.  A 
person  to  read  the  daily  papers  to  the 
school,  and  to  act  as  chaperon  or 
matron.  This  person  would  also  take 
charge  of  the  books  of  account,  and 
thus  relieve  the  superintendent  from 
such  minor  details.  The  superin- 
tendent's work  should  be  in  a  broader 
field.  Bookkeeping  and  supervision 
do  not  go  hand  in  hand  in  any  busi- 
ness. 

The  accounts  of  the  institution 
should  be  audited  annually  by  certi- 
fied  accountants. 

An  endowment  fund  of  at  least 
$100,000.00  should  be  raised  so  that 
the  school  may  be  on  a  sure  founda- 
tion financially.  It  is  believed  that 
such  a  fund  might  easily  be  obtained 
in  Maine,  if  the  school  can  be  made 
to  show  results.  The  State  should  es- 
tablish a  certain  fixed  appropriation 
for  the  benefit  of  the  school  so  that 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  go  to  the 
Legislature  at  each  session.  Other 
States  have  made  such  provision  and 
it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  Maine  would 
do  the  same.  The  State  of  Maine 
takes  no  backward  steps  but  true  to 
her  motto  should  lead. 

A  shower  bath  has  been  established 
from  the  funds  given  by  the  Conklin 
class.  These  baths  are  used  by  all  of 
the  pupils  and  are  a  great  conven- 
ience. 

-  The  annual  reports  of  the  officers 
and  .superintendent  should  be  printed 
and  distributed  to  the  various  schools 
and  libraries,  to  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  State  institu- 
tions. 

The  present  plan  of  teaching  the 
braille  is  not  satisfactory.  We  hope 
to  bring-  this  work  up  to  a  better  con- 
dition. 

A  library  of  braille  books  should  be 
started  at  once  so  that  the  blind  who 
have  mastered  the  braille  may  have 
access   to   the   best   literature. 

There  are  about  700  blind  persons  in 
Maine.  Many  are  too  old  to  enter  this 
school.  It  is  believed  that  our  num- 
ber may  be  doubled  by  improving  the 
conditions  as  outlined  above.  Out  at- 
tendance is  larger  than  ever  before 
and  we  have  several  applications  on 
hand.  These  applicants  wTTl  enter 
soon. 

The  public  is  earnestly  requested  to 
visit  the  school  and  see  the  work 
which   is  being  done. 

The  school  should  be  represented  at 
all  meetings  of  the  several  associa- 
tions  for   the  benefit  of  the   blind.      The 


American  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind  will  be  invited  to  meet  in 
Portland  in  1915.  If  the  invitation  is 
accepted  we  know  that  Portland  will 
extend  a  royal  welcome  to  all  and  that 
our  institution  will  stand  among-  the 
foremost    schools    of   America. 

The     financial     statement     was     also 
read   as   folows: 

RECEIPTS. 
Broom    department.  $2,190.62 

Caning-    department.  1,616.35 

Mattress  and  upholstery,  1.507.16 

Board.  502.50 

General    expenses,  9.80 


Total,  $5,826.43 

From  the  State  was  also  re- 
ceived, $10,000.00 
EXPENDITURES. 

Broom    department, 

Caning    department. 

Mattress   and    upholstery  de 
partment, 

Salaries, 

Board, 

General    expense. 

Total, 
Which  leaves  a  deficit  of  $1,973.37 

The  election  of  trustees  and  direc- 
tors resulted  in  the  choice  of.  the  fol- 
lowing: Hon.  W.  B.  Skelton.  Lewiston; 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Phair,  Presque  Isle; 
Mrs.  Harriet  R.  Barker,  Portland;  Hon. 
James  P.  Baxter.  Portland;  Hon  F.  E. 
Boothby.  Portland;  Hon.  Morrill  N. 
Drew.  Portland;  J.  Calvin  Knapp 
South  Portland;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Knight, 
Portland;  George  F.  Kavanough,  Port- 
land; William  Lynch,  Portland;  Hon. 
Augustus  F.  Moulton.  Portland;  Hon. 
Charles  H.  Randall,  Portland;  William 
J.  Ryan.  Portland;  Hon.  John  C. 
Scates.  Westbrook;  Hon.  J.  Putnam 
Stevens.  Portland;  W.  E.  Trask.  Fox- 
croft:  George  F.  West.  Portland;  Hon. 
William  T.  Haines.  Waterville:  Hon. 
Charles  H.  Prescott.  Saco;  P.  H.  Gil- 
Jen,  Banogr;  Hon.  Albert  W.  Shaw, 
Bath;  Hon.  George  G.  Weeks,  Fair- 
field: Hon.   George  H.   Eaton,   Calais. 

Honorary  Director — Gen.  Joshua  D. 
Chamberlain,   Portland. 

The  directors  subsequently- met  for 
organization,  choosing  the  '  following 
officers: 

President — Hon."  Charles  H.  Randall, 
Portland. 

Vice  Presidents — Hon.  F.  E.  Booth- 
by and  Hon.  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Port- 
land. 

Treasurer — Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew, 
Portland. 

Clerk— Millard  W.  Baldwin,  Port- 
land. 


HIE  INSTITUTION 

:  FOR  BUND  ANRU1 
I  MEETING  IS  HELD 

Sfficers   Electeor  arid   Reports 
:*  ■■  Read  —  Important   R  e  c  o  m  - 
S  meudaiioas  Made. 


**  The  annual  meeting-  of  the  trustees 
jjf  the  Maine  Institution  ffirthe  BljnJ^ 
jtfas  held  yesterday  a.tter#8ff*8Pf& 
'administration  building  on  Portland 
Street. 

2  The  election  of  trustees  and  direct- 
ions resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

■'"Hon.  W.  B.  Skelton,  Lewiston;  Hon. 
Thomas  H.  Phair,  Presque  Isle;  Mrs. 
Harriet  R.  Barker,  Portland;  Hon. 
SFames  P.  Baxter,  Portland;  Hon.  F. 
g.  Boothby,  Portland;  Hon.  Morrill  N. 
|)rew,  Portland;  J.  Calvin  Knapp, 
South  Portland;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Knight, 
Portland;  George  P.  Kavanough,  Port 
J|nd;  William  Lynch,  Portland;  Hon. 
Augustus  F.  Moulton,  Portland;  Hon. 
Charles  H.  Randall,  Portland;  William 
J.  Ryan,  Portland;  Hon.  John  C. 
S.cates,  Westbrook;  Hon.  J.  Putnam 
Stevens,  Portland;  W.  E.  Trask,  Fox- 
wroft;  George  F.  West,  Portland;  Hon. 
William  T.  Haines,  Waterville;  Hon. 
Charles  H.  Prescott,  Saco;.  P.  H.  Gil- 
Jen,  Bangor;  Hon,  Albert  W.  Shaw, 
Bath;  Hon.  George  G.  Weeks,  Fair- 
ffeld;  Hon.  George  H.  Eaton,  Calais. 
^Honorary  Director — Gen.  Joshua  L. 
Chamberlain,    Portland. 

The  directors  subsequently  met  for 
organization,  choosing  the  following 
officers: 


*•  President — Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall, 
Portland. 

2  Vice  Presidents— Hon.  F.  E.  Boothby 
and  Hon.  J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Portland. 
^Treasurer — Hon.     Morrill     N.  Drew* 
Portland. 
-  Clerk— Millard  W.  Baldwin,  Portland. 

The  .  superintendent,  Millard  W. 
Baldwin,  read  his  report,  which  was 
in    part   as    follows: 

Superintendent's   Report. 
■po    the    Board     of    Directors    of      the 
** Maine   Institution   for  the  Blind: 
~J  Ladies    and    Gentlemen — The    report 
of    the    superintendent    is    based    upon 
Ms      experience      during    the    last   six 
months  of  the  year  1912. 
jj  There   are   at  present   41  blind  per- 
sons  connected   with  the   school.   Nine 
women    and    32    men.        This      number 
includes  instructors  and  pupils.  There 

*e    nine    blind    persons    who    receive 

tlaries  amounting  to  $79  per  week. 
"3Jhe  institution  pays  the  board  of  29 
persons  at  $4.50  per  week  and  the 
board  of  three  persons  at  $3.50  per 
■geek.  From  these  facts  it  will  be 
seen  that,  for  a  school  year  of  50 
weeks,  the  blind  receive  in  salaries 
$3,950,  in  board,  $7,050,  or  a  total 
>f    $11,000,  The    salaries    paid  .  to 

le  sighted  persons  connected  with 
the  school  for'  a-  year  of  52  weeks 
amounts  to  $2,604.  Of  the  total 
amount  paid  for  salaries  and  board 
j^e  blind  are  receiving  approximate- 
ly 80  per  cent.  This  is  as  it  should 
be  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  school 
e&n  make  a  better  showing. 
**'The  question  arises,  "Are  the  blind 
'E£ceiving  a  permanent  benefit?"  'The 
saiswer  is  "Yes  and  no."  In  order  to 
eliminate  the  "no"  from  the  answer 
there    are    several    conditions    to      be 

£et.  In  the  first  place  a  workshop 
necessary  where  the  blind  who 
H&ve  learned  a  trade  may  be  em- 
loyed  and  receive  the  profit  of  their 
|il.  In  case  no  workshop  is  pro- 
vided the  bii^d  person  must  be  fi- 
nanced if  he  U  ^age  in  busi- 
ftfcss  for  himsel£^_  x'here  are  only 
j£  small  number  who  have  sufficient 
fcfcpital  to  start  in  business.  A  sec- 
wad  condition  and  important— the 
Wind  person  must  save  money.  In 
<gder  to  meet  this  the  following  plan 
bas  been  instituted. 
•^Through  the  kindness  of  the  '  Hon. 
Pfercival  P.  Baxter,  Hon  Adam  P. 
fifeighton,     Col.    Fred.     N.    Dow,       Mr. 


"gaiter  G.  Davis,  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Bur- 
%i>wes  it  was  possible  to  present  to 
®ach  blind  person  connected  with  the 
school,    a      Christmas      present      of    a 

tik  book  containing  a  deposit  of  $5. 
is    money    cannot    be  .  taken      from 
We     bank   without   the   order    of     the 
ffwner,    countersigned    by    the    super- 
intendent  of   the   institution.     It   is   to 
t||   hoped   that   no  superintendent  will 
Slow     the    money     to     be    withdrawn 
©accept   in   case  of  need. 
•***In   case   a   workshop   department   be 
$ftablished   the   following  plan  will  be 
recommended.       The  institution   to   be 
responsible    for    the    board    of      each 
person    in    the    department,    that    the 
amount  to  be  allowed  for  board  shall 
^    $4,50    per   week,    that    each    person 
^prking    in    the    shop    shall    earn    by 
piece    work    or    otherwise    the    amount 
aflowed     for    board      before    receiving 
a'fry    money,    the   first    50    cents   earned 
q^er    and    above    the    amount    allowed 
%&  board,    shall    be   paid   to   the  blind 
person    earning    the    same,    from      all 
Amounts   earned  above   $5   in  any  one 
y^eek     there    shall    be    deposited       to 
the  amount  of  the  earner  20  per  cent 
aaad    the    balance'  paid    in    cash.      The 
3*    per    cent    deposited    in    the    bank 
s^ffall    be   held    on    the    same    condition 
^|      the    original    deposit.        Thus      a 
person  earning  $5  a  week  is  not  com- 
piled   to:  save    any     part    of    the      50 
cents    earned   in    excess   of   his    board. 
Should   he  earn   $6   he  would  be  com- 
pelled   to    put    in    the    bank    20    cents, 
&&d     consequently    would    have     $1.30 
which    he      could   use    as   he      thought 
proper. 

^To  dispose  of  the  product  at  retail, 
"%ould  be  difficult.  In  the  renovation 
of,  mattresses  there  is  a  profit.  If 
tftis  department  is  put  upon  the  piece 
basis  the  retail  and  renovating  trade 
njiast  be  built  up  so  that  at  all  times 
tfee  men  will  be  employed.  It  is  not 
good  business  to  make  up  and  carry  a 
lafge  stock  of  mattresses  on  hand,  but 
better  to  fill  as  we  have  orders,  car- 
rying the  ticks  in  stock  ready  for  fill- 
ing- 
s^rhe  weaving  of  carpet  and  rugs  is 
a^practical  business  for  the  blind  and 
will  yield  a  profit.  In  this  depart- 
ment the  arranging  of  a  schedule  is 
em  easy  matter.  The  disposal  of  the 
product  of  the  loom  must  be  built  up 
a'tid  when  established  will  afford  con- 
tinuous work.  Another  and  larger 
l<t#ni  would  be  necessary  in  the  near 
fWfture. 


"The  caning  department  does  not 
offer  at  present  prices  for  the  chair 
caning,  much  encouragement  for  piece 
work.  Persons  who  are  not  able  to 
enter  the  other  departments  might  be 
allowed  pay  for  the  work  done  out- 
side of  the  regular  school  hours,  and 
thereby  be  able  to  receive  something 
in  addition  to  their  board.  The  work 
done  in  the  eight  school  hours  would 
not,  except  in  rare  cases  pay  for  the 
board.  Some  work  could  be  provided 
this  class,  such  as  sewing  carpet  rags 
and  knitting  which  could  be  done  at. 
home,  and  by  the  institution  disposing 
of  the  product,  this  system  would  en- 
able them  to  earn  something.  Up- 
holstering and  sewing  offer  about  the 
same  profit  as  caning, 

Making  of  cement  blocks  and  cer- 
tain kinds  of  furniture  is  thought 
practical  for  blind  people  and  does  not 
meet  with  more  cempetition  from  ma- 
chine goods,  than  is  met  with  in  the 
mattress  and  broom  business. 


The  cost  of  trucking  amounts  to 
about  $500  per  year.  An  auto  truck 
is  necessary  as  it  would  enable  us  to 
make  prompt  delivery  of  goods, 
prompt  collection  of  chairs,  save  the 
expense  of  hauling  freight,  and  extend 
our  territory  to  Westbrook,  Biddeford, 
Saco  and  Yarmouth.  At  present  the 
truck  would  be  operated  by  the  janitor 
and  his  assistant.  No  additional  sight- 
ed employees  would  be  necessary  until 
the  business  would  warrant.  The  sav- 
ing...-from-  increased  business  and 
trucking  charges  would  be  considered. 
A  partial  lighting  system  has  been 
installed  in  the  school  building,  at  a. 
small  expense.  While  we  have  not 
sufficient  lights,  it  proves  a  grea,t  ben- 
efit and  eliminates  the  dangers  from 
overturned  lanterns  and  gives  us  two 
hours  more  labor  from  the  sighted 
men.  With  a  complete  system  of  lights 
we  will  be  able  to  use  the  school  room 
for  lectures,  concerts  and  reading. 

A  commercial  course  of.  instruction 
is  absolutely  necessary  if  we  are  go- 
ing to  fit  blind  people  for  business. 
Only  a  few  of  our  pupils  have  had  ad- 
vantages along  this  line.  This  in- 
struction might  be  given  with  very 
little  added  expense  by  lectures.  It  is 
something  the  adult  blind  ne<ed  and 
they  should  readily  take  advantage  of 
such  opportunity. 

The  question  of  a  dormitory  is  one 
that  we  must  meet  sooner  or  later.  As 
s   general     proposition  it  is  better    for 


the  adult-  blind  to  be  housed  with 
sight  people,  in  families  where  they 
may  enjoy  the  home  life,  than  it  is  for 
them  to  be  in  a  dormitory  or  boarding" 
house  where  onlv  blind  people  live. 
The  cost  of  maintaining-  a  dormitory 
would  hot  cheapen  the  cost  of  board - 
iuer  the  blind  to  any  great  amount. 
While  dormitory  life  might  Ve  made 
enjoyable   it   is  not  so  as     a  rule.     In 

case  we  are  to  have  a  dormitory  it 
!  should  be  under  the  absolute  control 
!  of  the  superintedent.  The  employees 
|  should  be  hired  the  same  as  -the  other 
sighted  employees  and  under  the  same 
supervision. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  in- 
stitution take  steps  to  establish  a 
school  for  the  juvenile  blind.  This  we 
approve  of  if  we  can  have  the  money 
to  establish  as  good  a  school  and  give 
as  good  a  training  as  is  given  in  Per- 
kins and  like  schools. 

The  accounts  of  the  *  institution 
should1  be  audited  annually  by  certi- 
fied accountants. 

An  endowment  fund  of  at  least 
$100,000. 0'O  should  be  raised  so  that 
the  school  may  be  on  a  sure  founda- 
tion financially.  It  is  believed  that 
such  a  fund  might  easily  be  obtained 
in  Maine,  if  the  school  can  be  made 
to  show  results.  The  iState  should  es- 
tablish a  certain  fixed  appropriation 
for  the  benefit  of  the  school  so  that 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  go  to  the 
Legislature  each  session.  Other 
states  have  made  such  provision  and 
it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  Maine  would 
do  the  same.  The  iState  of  Maine 
takes  no  backward  steps  but  true  to 
her  motto  should  lead. 

A  shower  bath  has  been  established 
from  the  funds  given  by  the  Conklin 
class.  These  baths  are  used  by  all  of 
the  pupils  and  are  a  great  conven- 
ience. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  officers 
and  superintendent  should  be  printed 
and  distributed  to  the  various  schools 
and  libraries,  to  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  State  institutions. 
The  present  plan  of  teaching  the 
braille  is  not  satisfactory.  We  hope 
to  bring  this  work  up  to  a  beter  con- 
dition. 

A  library  of  braille  books  should  be 
started  a+  once  so  that  the  blind  who 
have  mr  otered  the  braille  may  have 
access  U>  the  best  literature. 


There  are  about  700  blind  persons  in 
Maine.  Many  are  too  old  to  enter  this., 
school.  It  is  believed  that  our  num- 
ber may  be  doubled  by  improving-  the 
conditions  as  outlined  above.  Out 
attendance  is  larger  than  ever  before 
and  we  have  several  aplications  on 
hand.  These  applicants  will  enter 
soon.     ! 

The  public  is  earnestly  requested  to 
visit  the  school  and  see  the  work 
which   is   being   done. 


J  — 

Institute  for  the  BlindT 


At  annual  meeting  of  Maine  institute 
for  Blind  Thursday  at  Portland,  the 
following  directors  were  elected:  W. 
B.  Skelton,  Lewis-ton;  T.  H.  Phair, 
Presqua  Isle;  Mrs.  Harriet  R.  Barker, 
Hon.  James  P.  Baxter,  Hon.  Frederick, 
E.  Boothby,  Harry  Butler,  Morrill  X, 
Drew,  J.  Calvin  Knapp,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Knight,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall,  Geo.  F. 
Kavanangh,  William  Rich,  A.  F.  Moul- 
ton,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall,  William 
J.  Ryan,  Portland;  Hon.  J.  Clark 
Scates,  West»brook;-J.  Putnam  Stevens, 
W.  E.  Trask,  Geo.  F.  West,  Portland; 
Hon.  William  T.  Hainas,  Augusta; 
Hon.  Charles  H.  Prescott,  Biddeford; 
T.  H.  Gillis,  Calais;  Hon.  Albert  H. 
Shaw,  Bath;  Geo.  H.  Eaton,  Calais; 
Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  Bruns- 
wick. 

Vhe  directors  elected  the  following 
officers:  Pres.,  Hon.  Chas.  H.  Randall, 
Portland;  Vice-Pres.,  Hon.  Frederic  E. 
Boothby,  Portland;  Clerk,  Millard  W. 
Baldwin,  Portland;  Treas.,  Hon.  Mor- 
rill N.  Drew,  Portland. 


PortLa^dL  ,  "WL«3Liw^>TVess- 


INSTRUCTION   OF   BLf^D. 

Stearns   of   Oxford — Act  "y'<&5 ""amend 

Section  116  of  Chapter  15  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  of  Maine,  relating  to 
instruction  for  the  blind.  This  strikes 
out  the  woras  "to  the  Perkins  Institute 
for  the  Blind  at  South  Boston''  and 
makes  it  legal  for  the  Governor  to 
send  blind  children  to  an  institution 
for  the  blind  for  an  education. 


T<jlvvi^cl-rv  ^K  1^12). 
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Increase  in  Salary 

of  Superior  Court 

Judge  Sought. 


NEW  MEASURES 

IN  LEGISLATURE 

Among  the  new  measures  put  be- 
fore the  Legislature  today  were  the 
following: 

Kelieher  of  .  Portland — Resolve  in 
favor  of  the  Maine  Home  for  Friend- 
less Boys  at  Portland,  appropriating 
$2000  for  each  of  the  years  ID  13  and 
1914. 


Hogan  of  Portland — Resolve  in  fav-  | 
or    of    the    Maine    Institution    for    the 
BlindjOppropriating   the  sum   of   $30,- 
■'WrCr'ToT    maintenance    for      1913      and! 
191-4  and  $20,000  for  building  a  dormi- 
tory   for    blind    women,    $10,000    to    be 
paid  in  1913  and  the  same  in  1914.  In 
the  statement  of  facts,  it  is  announced; 
that    41    blind   persons    are    at   present 
connected    with      the      institution.      A 
dormitory  for  women  is  greatly  need- 
ed,   for    the    blind   women    now        stay 
at  private  places  and   it  is  said  to  be 
very    difficult    to    secure    good    accom- 
modations.  It  is   pointed   out   that   the 
dormitory   should   be   large   enough    to 
care  for  at  least  20  girls.   The   expen-  ! 
ditures    for    1913    were    $17,800.30    and  \ 
the  receipts   $15,826.43. 


WOMAN'S  DORMITORY 


Is   Needed   at   Institution    For 


special  to  the  PRESS.) 
5ta,  Feb.  5.— That  the  Maine  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  at  Portland  is  in 
sore  need  of  a  dormitory  for  women 
was  urged  be/ore  the  finance  commit-; 
tee  this  afternoon.  A.  number  of  Port- 
land people  were  present  to  speak  in 
favor  of  the  resolve  asking  money  for 
this  building.  Among  those  present 
were  Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew,  Millard 
"W.  Baldwin,  Mrs.  George  F.  French, 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall  and  William  J.  Ry- 
an, to  whose  efforts  the  institute  oWes 
much. 

Other  measures  were  also  up  for  dis- 
cussion at  the  hearing,  but  the  resolve 
in  favor  of  the  Bath  hospital  was  re- 
assigned to  Feb.  19. 

Hon.  Morrill  N.  Drew  of  Portland, 
treasurer  of  the  Maine  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  and  Millard  W.  Baldwin, 
superintendent,  were  heard  on  the  re>^ 
solve  calling  for  $15,000  for  mainten- 
ance for  each  of  the  years  1913-14  and! 
$10,000  for  the  same  periods  for  a  wo- 
man's dormitory.  There  are  43  in- 
mates, whose  work  at  broom  making, 
chair  caning  and  mattress  making 
brought  in  $5826  during  the  last  two 
years    and    expenditures    were    $17,818. 


There  are  10  blind  women 
whom  a  dormitory  is  necessary  and 
Mr.  Drew  said  that  $5  for  each  blind 
worker  had  been  placed  as  a  bank 
account  as  an  inducement  for  thrift 
and  encouragement.  Millard  W.  Bald- 
|win  said  that  the  home  was  larger 
than  that  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
nearly  as  large  as  that  in  Baltimore. 
It  relies  entirely  upon  the  State  for 
help  and  they  hoped  later  to  get  larger 
receipts  from  the  workshop  and  to 
place  the  inmates  in  ways  of  indepen- 
dent living.  9H 


.Bostovu,  WtA,SSt>    GiLoib^. 


MAINE'S  BLIND  FARMER. 


•Home  gf  Puf-us  i  W/vs&tn 

Rufuff  I.  Warrefc  of  Bridrton,  Me,  a 
farmer  of  more  than  ordinary  ability 
and  Interest,  has  for  more  than  30  y§aT*s" 
been  totally  blind. 

Tale  affliction  would  cause  most  men, 
especially  If  they  were  farmers  to  give 
up  active  work.  Not  so  with  Rufus 
Warren,  he  does  about  all  work  that 
ordinarily  falls  to  the  lot  of  tne  up- 
to-date    farmer. 


&UKJ3  I.  WAPP&N 


Up  every  morning,  Winter  and  Sum- 
mer alike,  at  4  o'clock,  he  feeds  and 
cares  for  his  14  head  of  cattle.  He  is 
noW  milking  14  cows. 

To  obtain  the  fodder  for  these  cattle 
he  climbs  to  the  scaffold  ana  "high 
beams"  in  his  barn  and  from  these 
high  points  throws  the  hay  to  the  floor 
below. 

Besides  the  cattle  Mr  Warren  takes! 
the  entire  care  of  horses,  pigs  and  a 
flock  of  about  50  as  fine  looking  Rhode 
Island  Beds,  as  can  be  found  anywhere. 

He  does  all  the  repairs  to  the  farm 
buildings.  He  has  constructed,  without 
aid  of  any  kind,  a  horse  stable  contain- 
ing three  stalls.  This  bears  the, stamp 
of  a  finished  workman. 

The  walls  are  plumb,  the  floor  level 
and  the  partitions  between  the  stalls 
have  a  look  of  solidity  and  finish  that 
one  possessed  of  all  his  faculties  might! 
be  proud.  * 

Next  came  two  cart  bodies,  sled  bot- 
tom and  a  hay  rack.  The  lattter  he  has 
so  put  together  it  may  be  knocked 
down  and  stored  away  in  a  Very  -small 
space. 

During  the  past  Summer  Mr  Warren 
built  and  hung  an  outside  sliding  door. 
It  is  a  fine  piece  of  carpentering,  is 
perfectly  hung  and  works  With  smooth- 
ness itself. 

What  might  be  termed  the  master 
piece  of  this  truly  wonderful  blind  man 
Is  the  water  system  which  he  has  in- ' 
stalled.  First  he  has  piped '  from  a 
spring  to  his  house  and  the  overflow 
he  has  run  to  the  barn. 

In  piping  from  hottse  to  Darn  tut  pipt 
is  encased  in  a  zinc-lined  double  bo& 
so   arranged   that  in   case   of  freezing 


hot  water  may  be  poured  into  the  box 
and  will  run  its  entire  length,  thus 
thawing  the  ice-bound  water  pipe. 

At  the  barn  end  the  water  enters 
a  trough  42  feet  in  length,  which  is  so 
situated  that  the  cattle  have  constantly 
before  them  pure  flowing  spring  water. 
This  trough  Mr  Warren  made  him- 
self from  two  pine  logs  of  about  12 
inches  in  diameter.  The  point  of  join- 
ing the  two  parts  Is  perfectly  water* 
tight,  and  the  Igouge  the  entire  length 
varies  In  depth  less  than  a  sixteenth 
of^anjn^fe. 

He  employs,  harvest  time  excepted, 
very  little  outside  help  save  that  of  a 
day  laborer  now  and  then. 

His  wife,  a  most  capable  and  refined 
woman,  iis  his  almost  constant  com- 
panion, a  helpmate  in  the  truest  sense. 
The  crops  of  this  farm  consist  prin- 
cipally of  hay  and  fruit.  During  the 
having  season  Mr  Warren  does  the 
storing  of  the  hay  as  it  is  patched  from 
the  load  to  the  scaffold.  He  Can  tell 
you  the  kind  of  hay  and  from  what 
field  it  was  cut  that  is  on  any  of  the 
different  scaffolds  in  his  barn.  Last 
Fall  he  picked  several  barrels  of  ap- 
ples from  the  trees  in  hlis  orchard. 

He  is  a  direct  descendant,  seventh 
generation,  from  James  Warren,  an 
Englishman,  who  settled  in  what  is 
now  South  Berwick,  Me,  in  1652. 

The  house  on  the  Warren  farm,  in 
which  he  was  born  lin  1852,  and  has  al- 
ways lived  except  for  a  short  period  of 
school  teaching  when  a  young  man, 
was  erected  by  one  of  his  ancestors  in 
1803. 

Both  Mr  Warren  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  South  Bridgton  Con- 
gregational Church. 
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HABITABLE  INSTITIITIO 
GET  LARGE  SUM  BY  REPORTS 


Recommendations,  fjriday,  by  Committee  on 
Appropriations  and  Financial  Affairs 
Y^y==f  he  State  House  Commission 
To  Be  Paid  for  Services. 


An  immense  amount  of  money  for 
charitable  institutions  of  all  kinds  was 
recommended  by  the  committee  on  ap- 
propriations and  financial  affairs  in  a 
multitude  of  reports  presented  in  the 
House  Friday  morning",  including  re- 
muneration of  commission  on  enlarging 
Slate  House.  The  appropriations  grant- 
ed and   the  sums   asked  follow: 

Maine  mission  for  the  Deaf.  Belfast, 
asked  $300  for  3913  and  $350  for  19M; 
reported  $200  annually. 

York  hospital,  York,  asked  $1500  an- 
nuady  ipt  two  years;  reported  $120) 
atmu   ';  /. 

Ha;        Young  Women's  Home,  Lewis 
ten  ,&',     ed  $1000  annually  for  two  years, 
repoit'    I   $1000   annually   for  two    years'. 

Wei  r  hospital  Association,  Bidde-  I 
ford;  -a  ked  $18,500  annually  for  two  j 
years;   reported  $3000  annually  for  two 
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dren's  Aid  Society.  Belfast,  asked1 
annually  i'oi  two  years;  reported 
annually. 


&r 

3  Ferry  Co.,   Bath, 

asked  .$3000. 

y 

for  two   years.;   re 
for   two   years'. 

ported  $2000 

'01 

l's    Protective    Sot 

:iety.    Port- 

mural  l; 

©hilar 
I  land.,  asked  $1000  for  1913  and  $1500  for 
1014;    repcrted,    $300  •  annually    for    two 
y<  -a  rs. 

I     Bangor     Anti-Tuberculosis       hospital 
asked  $3000  atitiuaiiy  for  two  yeaW;  re- 
ported   $1000  annually. 
j     Greenville  Junction  Y.  M.  C.  A.  asked 
$1500  annually   for  two  years;    reported 
$1200  annually   for   two   years! 
J     Central   Maine  association   for    Relief 
'and   Control   of  Tuberculosis    Fairfield 
asked    $29,000    for    1913    and    $23,000    for 
1914:    reported    $5000    for    1913    and    $7500 
for  1914.    . 

Path  City  hospital  asked  $4000  annu- 
ally for  two  years;  reported  $2000.  an- 
nua lly  for  two  years. 

Knox  County  General  hospital,  Rock- 
land, asked  $3000  annually  for  two  years 
and  $3000  additional  for  an  operating- 
room.;  reported  $2500  annually  for  two 
years. 

Maine  Home  for  Friendless  Boys. 
Portland,  asked  $2000  annually  for  two 
j  years;  reported  $1500  annually  for  two 
i  years. 

Eastern  Maine  General  hospital,  Ban- 
gor, asked  $0500  annually  for  two  years; 
i  reported  $6500  annually  for  two  years. 

Children's  hospital,  Portland,  asked 
| $18,000  for  1913,  $23,500  for  1914  and  $30,- 
|000  for  reduction  of  the  debt;  reported 
$15,000  for  1313  and  $25,000  for  1914. 

W.  C.  T.  IT.  Temporary  Home  for 
: Children,  Gardiner,  asked  $1500  annual- 
ly for  two  years;  reported  $750  annually 
'for  two  years. 

Maine  Anti-Tuberculosis  association, 
Waterville,  asked  $2500  annually  for 
I two  years:  reported  $1000  for  1913  and 
?1BOO  for  1914. 

Daughters  of  Wisdom,  St.  Agatha, 
asked  $1275  annually  for  two  years; 
reported  $500  annually. 

Maine  Children's  Home  Society,  Au- 
gusta, asked  $2000  annus  lly;  reported 
$1250  annually. 

Central  Maine  General  hospital,  "Lew- 
iston,  asked  $7500  annually  for  two 
years  and  $15,000  additional  for  an  ad- 
dition to  the  ht  spltal;  reported  $7000 
annually  for  1  wo   years. 

Trull  Hospital  association,   Biddeford 
asked  $1500  annually  for  two  years; 
;,<:rlc(l  snooo  annually  for  two  years. 
Etarbor     Medical     ^\m\     Sm 


pi tiil,    Bar   Harbor  1000   ajv-j 

llv    ror    two    years;     reported     the 


A  ndroseoggin  An  ti-Tu  hereulosis  as- 
so.eialion,  Lewiston,  asked  $500  annually; 
fo.r,  two  years;    reported  the  same. 

St.  Mary's  General  hospital,  Lewis-' 
"ton,  asked  $10,000  annually  for  two,1 
y^mm'  and  •■•$2-5,0,00-.  ■  aclditkmal  .far  a 
nurse's  home  a.nd  kitchen;  reported 
|5||0  annually.  : 
•  'St.  Elizabeth.  Roman  Catholic  Orphan* 
Asylum,  Portland,  asked  $3500  annually j 
for  two  years;  reported  $2000  annually 
for  two  years. 

Girls'    Orphanage,  .  Lewiston,      asked  j 
$3000  annually  for  two  years;    reported 
$2500  annually    tor   two   years. 

Bath    Military    and    Naval    hospital,! 
Bath,    asked.    $9000    annually    for    two 
years  and   $500  additional   for   repairs; 
reported  the  same. 

Children's  Heart  Work  Society,  Port- 
land, asked  $500  annually  for  two 
years;  reported  the  same. 

Maine  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmorj^,  Port-  I 
land,  asked  $5000  annually  for  two;1 
years;  reported  $3500  annually. for  two; 
years. 

Eastern  Maine  Orphan's  Home,  Ban- 
gor, asked  $2000  annually  for  two  years; 
reported  $500  for  1914. 

Maine  Ins^Utute  for  the  Blind,  Port-! 
land,    asked     ftTnnn  iiinwiwnM^niMfim    two 


years  and  $20,000  additional  for  a  wo-: 
men's  dormitory;  reported  $15,000  an- 
nual ly. 

Waldo  County  General  hospital  at 
Belfast  asked  $2000  annually  for  two 
years;  reported  $750  annually  for  two 
years.   . 

Maine  General  hospital  at  Portland,' 
asked  $9000  annually  for  two  years;  re- 
ported the  same. 

York  County  Children's  Aid;  Society,! 
asked  $1000  annually  fortwo  years;  re- 
ported $500  annually  for  two  years. 

Maine  State  Sanatorium  Association] 
Hebron,  asked  $16,640  annually  for  tyoi 
year's-  reported  $12,500  annually  for  two 
years. 

Good  Samaritan  Home  Association, 
Bangor,  asked  $1200  annually  f.or  two 
years  and  $10,000  additional  for  repairs, 
and  alterations;  reported  $1200  annual-,1 
ly  for  two  years. 

Temporary  Home  for  Women  and 
Children,  Portland,  asked  $35.00  annual-; 
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Dancing     Party    Last     Evening    at    the 
Pythian    Temple. 


The  dancing  party  given  last  even- 
ing at  Pythian  Hall  by  the  members 
of    Maine      Fraternal    ■  Association    for 

* h ^  m^£i^m^^J^~"Xn r'°^1  Tr  attended  and  a 
goo 'Try  sum  was  realized  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  aid  and  relief  fund  of  the 
:  rganization  from  which  aid  is  ex- 
tencled  to  all  worthy  blind  persons 
dnri''g  sickness  and  in  their  business 
ventures..  I.'uring  the  dancing'  music 
was  renders  1  Ly  BemFk's  Orchestra. 
Tiio  eommiitec  in  chuige  were  W,  IC. 
Tiask,  William  Lynch  and  C.  F.  Brag- 
don.  They  were  most  ably  assisted 
by  John  Coughlan,  Fred  Sutherland, 
Oharfcs  Debeeh,  William  Carter  and 
Fthci 


Tie-uJusFpyy,  >  WlcttYve^ ,  Towvyva^U 


Tw-rve^    I  %-..  )^  (  3. 


MAINE    BLIND    MEET 
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For  11th  AnnuaTKSISS?  at  Portland — 
Election   and  Program. 


The  11th  annual  convention  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
blind  was  held  Wednesday  in  the  ves- 
try of  the  Preble  chapel.  The  election 
of  officers  resulted  ;as  follows:  Pres., 
William  Lynch.  Portland;  V.P..  George 
R.  Scates,  Acton;  Sec.  William  E. 
Trask,  Portland;  Treas.,  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Adams.  Portland;  Ex.  Com..  W.  D. 
Smith.  Westbrook;  Perlev  D.  Witham. 
Skowhegan;  Clarence  Brandon.  Mon- 
mouth; William  J.  Ryan.  Portland. 
Aid  and  relief  Com..  W.  D.  Smith.  Wm. 
Lynch.  Winfield  Sutherland.  The  fol- 
lowing new  members  were  elected: 
Chester  Cotton.  Brownfield:"  Charles 
Underwood.  Saco;  Chester  Cameron, 
Augusta:  Charles  Debeck.  Westbrook; 
James   Moran.    Randolph. 

In  addition  to  these  some  45  mem- 
bers of  the  Maine  Association  for  the 
Blind  were  taken  into  the  Fraternal 
association  as  honorary  members,  the 
old  association  having-  been  given  up. 


PROVIDES  A 
WORTHY  POOR  CO 
AND  AN  ART  GALLERY 



Will  of  Late  Mrs.  Anna  B.  Tolford  Also. Re- 
members  Public  Institutions  to  Amount 
of   More  Than   $15,000===  Relatives  and 


Other  Friends  Favored. 


I 


The     Tolford     Memorial  Home     for 
Worthy     Indigent     Couples     and     the 

!  Tolford  Art  Gallery,  are  founded  by 
bequests  to  the  City  <pf  Portland,  m 
the  will  of  Mrs.  Anna*B.  Tolford*,  late 
of  707  Congress  street,  Portland, 
which  was  filed  today.     Beside     these 

j  items  of  the  will  there  are  also  many 
bequests  to  other  public  institutions 
amounting  to  $15,000,  in  money  and 
also  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
certain  real  estate.  Mrs.  Tolford  died 
Oct.  5.  Relatives  and  friends  of  Mrs. 
Tolford  are  to  share  in  the  personal 
property  in  her  estate  to  the  extent 
of  several  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  foundation,  of  the  Tolford 
Memorial  Home  for  Worthy  Indigent 
Couples  Mrs.  Tolford  bequeathed  to 
the  City  of  Portland,  to  be  in  charge 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  her  for- 
mer home  in  Gorham  village,  which  is 
u  be  used  as  the  home  and  for  main- 
tenance of  the  institution  all  the  resi- 
due of  her  estate  after   the  payment  of 


other  bequests.  Worthy  indigent  cou- 
|ples  resident  in  Portland  or  Gorham 
are  to  be  admitted  to  the  home. 

Should  the  City  of  Portland  decline 
or  be  unable  toaccept  this  bequest, 
the  money  received  from  the  sale  of 
the  Gorham  property  and  all  the  resi- 
due of  the  estate  is  to  be  divided 
equally  among  the  Maine  Home  for 
Friendless  Boys,  the  Good  Will  Home 
Association  and  the  Female  Orphan 
Asylum.  mm**mm< 

The  ABS^cia^d^^^fSSmiesor  Port- 
land i*J  to  receive  $2,(?00  and  the  trus- 
rees   of  Gorham  Academy  $1,000. 

All  of  Mrs.  Tolford's  collection  of 
oil  paintings  and  water  colors,  en- 
gravings and  photogTaphs,  excepting 
the  pictures  of  members  of  the  family 
and  personal  friends  and  also  her  dis- 
play of  mineral  specimens  are  left  to 
the  City  of  Portland  to  constitute  a 
collection  to  be  known  as  the  Tolford 
Art    Gallery- 

The  Maine  Home  for  Friendless 
Boys  is  to  receive  Mrs.  Tolford's  de- 
posits in  the  Portland  Savings  Bank 
and  Gorham  Savings  Bank  as  soon  as 
interest  enough  has  accrued  to  make 
the  sum  of  $2,000. 

After  the'  death  of  John  Thomas 
Rogers  of  Drayton  Island,  Florida,  a 
nephew  of  Mrs.  Tolford  who  is  to  re- 
ceive during  his  life  the  income  from 
a  trust  fund  of  $10,000,  this  fund  is 
to  be  divided  equally  among  five  in- 
stitutions, the  Female  Charitable  So- 
ciety, the  Widow's  Wood  Society,  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
the  Young  Women's  Christian  Associ- 
ation and  the  American  Tract  Society. 

Mrs.  Tolford's  house  at  707  Con- 
gress street  is  left  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jo- 
seph M.  Tolford  of  Portland  to  be  used 
by  them  during  their  life  and  after 
their  death  it  is  to  be  sold  and  the 
proceeds  divided  equally  among  the 
following  public  institutions:  Home 
for  Aged  Women,  Female  Orphan 
Asylum,  Portland  Seaman's  Friend  So- 
ciety, Mary  Brown  Home,  American 
Bible  Society,  Maine  Association  for 
the  Blind^  Gorham  Library  Associa- 
tion and  "Good  Will  Home  Associa- 
tion. 

An  oil  portrait  of  her  husband,  John 
G.  ToLford,  is  given  to  the  Gorham 
State  Normal  School,  to  which  her 
husband  was  a  contributor. 

Lawrence  Fagan  of  Hoboken,  N.  J., 
and  John  A.  "Waterman  of  Gorham  are 


nominated  executors  of  the  will  and 
estate. 

Beside  the  public  bequests  there  are 
many  gifts  of  varying  amounts  and  of 
articles  of  personal  property  to  Mrs. 
Telford's    relatives    and    friends. 

The  will  is  a  voluminous  document, 
giving-  explicit  directions  as  to  the  dis- 
position even  of  minor  articles,  .and 
there  are  attached  to  the  main  will  six 
codicils  altering  and  qualifying  the 
gifts,    leaving   the   final    disposition    of 


the   estate  as  given   above. 


kmmm\nfm 


JJe-wustovi^ ,  TflftcLLvue- ,    Svlw  . 
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NEW    PORTLAND     HUlVtt 

Under  the  will  of  Mrs.  Anna  B. 
Tolford  filed  for  probate,  Friday, 
Portland  is  to  receive  a  new  char- 
itable institution.  It  is  to  be  the  Tol- 
ford Memorial  Home,  for  worthy,  in- 
digent couples.  Mrs.  Tolford  gives 
to  the  city  her  former  home  in  Gor- 
ham  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  and 
provides  that  after  bequests  in  the  will 
have  been  made  the  residue  is  to  be 
given  to  the  city  for  the  support  of 
this  institution.  Should  the  city  de- 
cline to  receive  the  gift,  the  residue 
is  to  be  divided  equally  among  the 
Home  for  Friendless  Boys,  the  Female 
Orphan  Asylum-  and  the  Good  Will 
Home.  Numerous  other  public  be- 
quests are  made  by  Mrs.  Tolford.  Gor- 
ham  academy  received  $1,000  and  $2000 
is  given  to  each  of  the  following:  As- 
sociated Charities,  Home  for  Friend- 
less Boys,  Widows  Wood  Society,  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  American  Tract 
Society  and  the  Female  Charitable  So- 
ciety. The  home  of  Mrs.  Tolford  in 
Portland  is  to  be  sold  after  the  death 
of  her  nephew,  Joseph  M.  Tolford,  and 
the  proceeds  are  to  be  divided  among 
the  Home  for  Aged  Women,  the  Fe- 
male Orphan  Asylum,  Portland  Sea- 
man's Friend  Society,  Mary  Brown 
Home,  Maine  Bible  Society,  Maine  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  Gorham  Li- 
brary Association  and^t^flT  GoodftWill 
Home  Association.  In  addition  the  city 
of  Portland  is  to  receive  a  valuable 
collection  of  oil  and  water-color  paint- 
ings, minerals  and  other  curios.  Mrs. 
Tolford  .died,  Oct.  5. 


1  o-rtl^vucl,   Vy\au'uYue,    ^y^y-ess. 
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INSTITUTION    FOR    SJLjW'D 

D1RECTOW"TO   MEET. 

he  monthly  meeting-  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind  will  be  held  at  8'  this  evening. 

The  annual  meeting"  will  b*e  held  at 
2  p.  m.  Thursday  for  the  election  of 
officers  and  other  important  business. 


. 


TEACHING  BLIND 
OF  MAINE  TO  BE 
SELF  SUPPORTING 


Another  Year's  Good 
Work  Reported  by 
Managers   Local 
(r     Institution. 


URGED  THAT  WORK 
BE  EXTENDED  TO 
A  LARGER  FIELD 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  tii^glmd^was  held  in 
the  institution  this  afternoon  when  re- 
ports   were      submitted     by    President 


Charles  H.  Randalll.  Treasurer 
rill  X.  Drew,  and  Superintendent  Mil- 
lard W.  Baldwin.  Officers  were  elect- 
ed also.  President  Randall  reported  as 
follows: 

President    Randall. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Maine  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind: 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  cus- 
tom, I  beg  to  submit  a  brief  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  institution  at  the 
present  time  and  some  of  its  future 
needs  as  they  appear  to  me. 

About  four  years  ago,  thanks  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Maine  Legislature,  we 
were  able  to  erect  these  buildings  and 
give  the  adult  blind  of  the  State  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  living  and  be 
self   supporting. 

The  school  was  opened  Oct.  18,  1910. 
and  since  then  under  the  able  manage- 
ment of  our  first  superintendent,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Knapp  and  our  present  super- 
intendent. Mr.  M.  W.  Baldwin,  has 
become    an    assured    success. 

We  have  had  during  that  time  as 
high  as  47  blind  persons  connected 
with  the  school  at  one  time,  coming 
from  every  county  in  the  State  with 
the  exception  of  Franklin,  Lincoln 
and  Waldo.  The  number  at  present 
in  the  school  is  38.  They  are  being 
taught  useful  trades  such  as  broom 
making,  chair  caning,  including  rush 
seats,  upholstering,  sewing,  weaving, 
and  basketry,  and  some  are  becoming 
very   proficient    in    them. 

The  grounds,  buildings  and  equlp- 
ent  of  the  in|  itution  are  in  first  class 
condition  and  are  a  credit  to  the  State 
that  has  helped  us  so  liberally.  They 
are  visited  during  the  Summer  by 
many  tourists  who  are  very  much 
pleased  with  them  and  tell  us  they 
compare  well  with  those  in  much 
larger  and   wealthier   states. 

Our  need  at  present  to  make  this 
institution  all  it  should  be  is  a  dor- 
**Jtdry  so  that  we  can  have  our  peo- 
ple on  our  own  ground  "under  the 
care  of  our  superintendent  and  ma- 
tron. 

In  our  appeal  to  the  last  Legislature 
we  asked  for  help  to  erect  such  a 
building  but  on  account  of  large  calls 
on  the  State  Legislature  at  that  time, 
we  were  unable  to  get  it.  I  hope, 
however,  the  next  Legislature  will  see 
the  necessity  of  providing  such  quar- 
ters. The  Legislature  did,  however, 
willingly    give    us    $30,000    for    mainte- 


nance,  $15,000  for  the  year  1913  and 
$15,000  for  the  year  1914,  which  tinder 
the  circumstances  was  all  we  could 
expect. 

For  a  complete  and  detailed  report 
of  the  business  and  financial  status 
of  the  institution,  I  refer  you  to  the 
able  reports  of  the  treasurer  and  su- 
perintendent,   which   will   be    on   file. 

In  closing-  I  would  like  to  urge  you 
all  to  assist  the  management  in  mak- 
ing a  still  greater  success  of  the  in- 
stitution by  saying  a  good  word  for 
it  at  all  times.       .<*■** 

Following  is  the  report  of  Superin- 
tendent Baldwin: 

Supt.  Baldwin's  Report. 
To  the  Officers  anc  Directors  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind: 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen — In  tihe  rec- 
ords of  the  organization  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind  the  purposes 
were  stated  as  follows:  "to  maintain 
and  operate  an  institution  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  blind  and  to  provide 
a  home  for  them  during  such  period 
of  instruction."  The  original  plan  was 
to  admit  as  pupils  blind  persons  be- 
tween the  ages  of  18  and  50,  to  furnish 
free  tuition  and  board,  and  in  a  period 
of  three  years,  to  teach  them  such 
trade 'or  trades  as  would  enable  them 
to  support  themselves  and  to  compete 
in  the  business  world  with  their  sight- 
ed brothers.  The  original  plan  has 
been  followed  except  that  some  have 
been  admitted  who  were  over  the  age 
of  50  and  the  term  of  instruction  has 
not  been  limited  to  three  years. 

The  institution  was  not  intended  to 
be  a  home  or  an  asylum  tout  to  be  a 
school — a  manual  training  school  for 
the  adult  blind — and  as  suclh  it  should 
continue. 

Over  70  blind  persons  have  been  en- 
rolled and  received  the  benefits. of  the 
school.  The  greatest  attendance  at 
any  time  being  47.  The  present  at- 
tendance is  39  which  includes  the 
blind  instructors  and  employees. 

Of  those  who  were  former  pupils, 
two  have  opened  broom  shops  in 
Maine  and  are  meeting  with  success, 
another  is  working  for  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  for  the  Blind  and  is 
more  than  self  supporting,  three  are 
employed  in  our  workshop  department 
(one  of  whom  learned  his  trade  else- 
where) and  have  earned  more  than 
thedr  board  since  the  department  was 


opened  in  September  1913.  Others  are 
selling  goods,  canvassing,  and  follow- 
ing other  lines  of  work  using  wthat 
they  learned  in  this  school  in  connec- 
tion with  their  other  work.  Some  ex- 
pect to  return  and  complete  their 
course  later. '  We  have  not  accurate 
record  concerning  all,  but  hope  to 
complete  their  record  during  the  eyear. 
Experience  shows  that  our  work 
should  go  .  farther.  Pupils  after  .hav- 
ing received  their  training  should  be 
encouraged  to  engage  in  business.  If 
they  are  financially  unable  to  do  so,  we 
should  furnish  trem  with  the  neces- 
sary tools  and  equipment;  supply  raw 
material  at  cost  price  sufficient  to 
start  business,  the  equipment  to  re- 
main the  property  of  the  institution 
until  paid  for  by  the  pugp'il.  If  the 
pupil  is  not  capable  of"  conducting 
business  for  himself,  he  should  be 
given  employment  here,  receiving  as 
nearly  as  possible  the.  profit  of  his 
labor. 


In  order  that  the  institution  may  be 
able  to  assist  those  who  are  capable 
of  entering  business  a  fund  has  been 
started,  the  income  of  which  may  be 
used  in  the  purchase  of  tools  and  ma- 
chinery. This  fund  was  started  by  the 
Houlton  Grange.  On  March  22,  1913, 
the  superintendent  was  "the  guest  of 
this  grange  and  delivered  a  lecture 
upon  The  Work  of  the  Blind  in  Maine 
exhibiting  rugs,  brooms  and  other  ar- 
ticles made  in  the  scihool.  At  the  close 
of  the  lecture  the  worthy  master  pre^ 
sented  a  check  for  $30,  which  was  ac- 
cepted upon  condition  that  it  should 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  fund,  the  income 
from  which  should  be  used  as  above 
indicated.  We  believe  this  fund 
should  attract  the  attention  of  those 
interested  in  the  cause  of  the  blind.   . 

At  present  our  work-shop  depart- 
ment is  confined  to  the  manufacture 
of  brooms.  The  men  receive  a  certain 
amount  for  winding  and  sewing  a 
broom.  This  amount  is  intended  to 
equal  the  profit  above  cost  of  material, 
— only  firsts  are  accepted.  Oilier  trades 
will  be  opened  in  this  department  as 
soon  as  conditions  will  warrant.  At 
present  the  gre-ater  part  of  our  mat- 
tress trade  is  wholesale.  The  profit  in 
manufacturing  a  mattress  which  must 
be  sold  at  wholesale  is  small.  A  blind 
man   could   not   earn     his      living     at 


wholesale  prices— consequently,  before 
this  work  can  be  put  upon  a  piece 
work  schedule,  we  must  fouild  up  a  re- 
tail trade.  In  the  renovation  of  mat- 
tresses the  blind  man  would  be  able 
to  earn  his  living-  if  he  has  continuous 
work. 

During*  the  yeir  just  closed  we  have 
started  two  new  industrieiS.  That  of 
making  "rush  bortom"  for  chairs  and 
basket  making.  As  a  trade  it  is  es- 
pecially adopted  for  the  blind.  We 
have  two  men  who  do  the  work  suc- 
cessfully. During  the  past  year  we 
have  reseated  over  30  chains  with  rush. 

Our  work  in  basket  making  is  in  its 
infancy,  yet  we  feel  warranted  in  say- 
ing t/hat  we  will  soon  be  able  to  sup- 
ply all  kinds  of  reed  baskets.  At 
present  we  are  ready  to  fill  any  order 
for  round  baskets  and  will  soon  accept 
orders  for  oval  and  square  reed  work, 
including  window  boxes.  As  this  de- 
velops we  hope  to  take  up  the  willow 
and  sip Mnt  work.  Basketry  is  practi- 
cal for,  blind  men  as  well  as  women, 
and  yields  a  fair  return. 

Our  weaving  department  is  no  long- 
er experimental.  At  present  we  are 
making  rugs.  We  are  ready  to  accept 
carpet  rags  and  weave  them  into  beau- 
tiful rugs  for  the  batih  room  or  porch 
of  such  design  and  stripe  as  may  be 
desired.  Weaving  offers  the  blind  per- 
son a  good  compensation,  and  continu- 
ous work  would  enable  one  to  be  sen* 
supporting. 


At  present  we  teach  chair  caning,  in- 
cluding rush  work;  basket  making; 
mattress  making;  upholstery;  sewing, 
weaving,    and  brcom   making. 

We  limit  our  trades  to  those  in 
which  we  feel  reasonably  sure  there  is 
an  opportunity  for  the  blind  person  to 
earn  his  living. 

Every  county  in  the  State  except 
Franklin,  Lincoln  and  Waldo  is  rep- 
resented in  the  school. 

A  word  must  be  said  regarding  the 
excellent  work  of  Doctors  Holt  and 
Mculton.  Two  of  our  pupils  have  had 
much  of  their  sight  restored.  These 
men  are  graduates  of  the  Perkins  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind.  but  can  no 
longer  be  classed  as  blind  men. 

Our  housing  conditions  are  not  sat- 
isfactory. We  need  a  dormitory  or 
cottage   for    our  female   blind. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  follow- 
ing gifts  other  than  bequests: 


A  piano  player  and  music  from  Mrs. 
C.  R.   Milliken. 

Music  rolls  from  Cressey  and  Allen. 

Vacuum  cleaner  from  Mrs.  Black. 

Tickets  to  concerts,  City  Hall  Com- 
mission. 

Tickets  to  Maine  Music  Festival, 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Chapman. 

Tickets  to  Sousa's  Band  and  other 
entertainments,  Mr.  Garrity. 

We  have  been  entertained  by  sev- 
eral lectures  and  concerts  given  by 
Portland  talent. 

The  following  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  amount  of  work  done  during 
the  year:  1,496  chairs  recaned,  198 
chairs  repaired,  78  chairs  upholstered, 
six  couches  upholstered,  241  mattress- 
es renovated,  485  new  mattresses 
made,  1,120  dozen  brooms  manufac- 
tured, 50  rugs  woven,  also  aprons, 
towels,  holders,   sofa  pillows,  etc. 


While  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind  is  doing-  the  work  its  founders 
contemplated,  there  is  yet  a  large 
field  for  work  in  the  cause  of  the  blind 
in  Maine.  Other  states  are  doing  more 
than  we  are.  There  should  be  pro- 
vided homes  for  aged  and  infirm 
blind  men  and  women.  We  should 
provide  employment  for  all  blind  and 
furnish  a  market  for  the  product  of 
their  labor. 

Thorough  education  in  regard  to  the 
prevention  of  blindness  should  be 
carried  on  throughout   the  State. 

The  dean  of  the  Maine  Medical 
School,  Dr.  Thayer  arranged  for  the 
graduating  class  to  visit  our  Institu- 
tion last  June.  Dr.  Moulton  accom- 
panied the  class  and  gave  a  thorough 
examination-  of  the  several  cases  of 
blindness  in  the  school.  The  same 
work  is  contemplated  for  the  class  of 
1914. 

Home  teaching  in  Maine  is  not; 
practical  except  in  cities,  but  work 
aiong  this  line  should  be  organized.! 
Our  census  of  the  blind  in  Maine  gives 
very  little  information.  According  to 
the  last  census  there  were  over  600 
blind  in  the  State.  Of  this  number 
there  must  be  quite  a  large  number 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  50  who! 
should  be  receiving  the  training  giv- 
en in  the  Institution. 

The   work    is    full    of   complex,    fas- , 
cinating  problems  and     only     a  small; 
beginning  has  been  made  in  what  will 
in    time   be    accomplished     along     the 
line  of  bettering  the  condition   of  the 
biind. 


In  this  work  as  in  all  work,  there 
are  discouraging-  features;  lack  of 
hearty  co-operation;  selfish  motives; 
incorrect  ideas  all  of  which  tend  to 
retard  the  work,  but  in  spite  of  all 
there  is  that  appreciation,  that  honest 
effort,  that  industry,  that  patient  -en- 
ceavor  on  the  part  of  the  blind  that 
makes  the  work  enjoyable  toil  and  not 
drudgery. 

Treasurer's  Report. 

Treasurer  Morrill  N.  Drew  of  the  in- 
stitution submitted  a  brief  report  of  tb€ 
finances  which  shpws  that  a  very  credit- 
able record  has  been  made  the  past  year. 
These  figures  are  as  follows: 
TRE  ASSURER'S  RECEIPTS  AND  PAY- 
OUTS, 1913. 
Receipts. 

State  Aid    $14,650.89 

Interest     on     Balances     139.72 

Administrator  Alice  C.    Curtis..       4,000.00 

Grange   Fund    30.00 

Interest  on  Permanent  Fund  ...  322. 3U 

From  Superintendent  7,21<0.76 


$26,353.61 


Pay-Outs. 

Deposit  to  credit  of ,  Superin- 
tendent   $21,144.00 

Bonds  for  Curtis  Fund 

Insurance  Premium   

Stenographer   

Deposits  to  credit  of  Permanent 
Fund    

Grange  Fund  Savings  Account. 

$25,504,60 
Belance  Unexpended   849.07 

$2-6,353.67 
PERMANENT  INVESTMENTS . 
Alice  C.  Curtis  Fund: 

Houston  Electric  5's    $  2,000.00 

Kokomo,  Marion  &•  Western  5's,       2,00'0.00 


3,993.88 

12.42 

6.00 

322.30 
30.00 

$4,000.00 


Barker  Fund: 

Savings  Department  First  Na- 
tional Bank    $  2,233.46 

Savings     Department     Portland 

National  Bank 5,889.70 

Savings    Department    United 

States  Trust  Co 257.75 


$S, 380.92 


Grange  Fund: 

Savings    Department    United 

states  Trust  Co $30.55 


Curtis  Fund  $4,000.00 

Barker  Fund  8,380.92 

Grange  Fund  30.56 


Total  Invested  Funds  $12,411.48 


Real  Estate   Plant    $16,644.95 

Equipment 2,100.c7 

Total   Cost  of  Plant $4S,74.">.72 

MORRILL  X.    DREW,   Treasurer, 
*""'"  III   I  "■•■■'        i  r-»n- ifthft  filiT 


Povt.la.yuct,   >V\a/uwe^,   Press. 


6000  WORK  DONE 


What  Institution  for  Blind  Has 
Accomplished  This  Yfar, 


ANNUAL  MEETING  TUESDAY, 


Directors  and  Member.-,  of  Cor- 
poration Chosen. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blh^  Wednesday 
afternoon  remui  Ui  HiHM'TTVen  t*y  Pres- 
ident Charles  H.  Randall,  Superinten- 
dent Miilard  W.  Baldwin,  and  Treasur- 
er Morrill  N.  Drew,  all  of  them  indica- 
tive of  progress  and  of  very  beneficial 
work  during-  the  past  year.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  institution  is  accom- 
plishing much  for  the  blind  of  Maine, 
and  that  its  sphere  of  activities  is  lim- 
ited only  by  lack  of  resource,  and  ?n 
no  measure  by  lack  ot  opportunity. 
Twenty-seven  members  were  present 
at  the  meeting. 

The  other  features  of  the  meeting,' 
aside  from  the  reports  of  those  in 
charge,  was  the  election  of  members 
of  the  board  of  directors.  Those  chos- 
en were  Morrill  N.  Drew,  Charles  H. ! 
Randall,  J.  Putnam  Stevens.  Col.  j 
Frederic  E.  Boothby,  George  P.  West, 
J.  Calvin  Knapp  and  Hon.  Augustus 
P.  Moulton,  all  of  Portland,  Patrick 
H.  Gillon  of  Bangor,  Judge  Warren  C. 
Philbrook  of  Waterville,  Hon  John  S. 
Hyde  of  Bath..  Hon.  C.  H.  Prescott  of 
Biddeford,  George  P.  Kavanough  and 
Sewell  C.  Ripley  of  Portland,  Carl  A, 
Milliken  of  Island  Fal's,  Pcrcival  P. 
Baxter    of   Portland,    Harry    Butler    ot 


Portland,    George    C.    Weeks    of    Fair- j 
field,   William  B.   Skelton  of  Lewiston, : 
Howard   Davies   of  Yarmouth.   Fre<J   S.  j 
Jordan  of  Portland,  Fred  W.  Hinckley 
of       South    Portland.      Mrs.    Mary     B.  I 
Kendall,   Mrs.    Harriet   R.    Barker   and 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Maxwell  Knight  of  Port-  ' 
land.  John  Clark  Scales  of  Westbrook,  ' 
and   Hon.    Joshua   L.    Chamberlain     of 
Brunswick,  honorary. 

Members  of  the  corporation -were  at-  ' 
so  chosen. and  are  as  follows:  B.  G  j 
Mclntyre,  Norway;  Hon.  F.  A.  .Morey, ' 
Lewiston;  Ammi  Whitney,  Portland;  : 
F.  W.  Hinckley,  South  Portland;  E.  B.  j 
Greenleaf,  Calais";  Alfred  Ames,  Ma'-' 
chias;  Herbert  H.  Allen,  Denny sville;  ' 
Joseph  Sawyer,  Millbridge;  Hon.  Oak-  { 
ley  C.  Curtis.  Portland;  E.  N.  Merrill, 
Skowhegan;  H.  F.  Merrill,  Portland;  E.  i 
E.  Richards,  Farming-ton;  Carl  Milli-J 
ken,  Island  Falls;  Daniel  P.  Anthoine,  i 
South  Portland;  Georgia  M.  ScriDner.  j 
Portland;  F,  B.  South  worth,  Portland;  j 
W.  G.  Richards,  Portland;  J.  W.  Par-  I 
ker,  Portland;  Fr.  John  O'Dowd,  Port  -  j 
land;  John  Calvin  Stevens,  Portland:  j 
Charles  L.  Cragin,  Portland,  and  H.  E,  j 
Mason,  Portland. 

Charles  H.  Randall  was  chosen  pres •  | 
ident  of  the  corporation,  J.  Putnam 
Stevens  and  Col.  Frederic  E.  Booihb*, 
vice  presidents;  Morrill  N.  Drew, 
treasurer;  and  Millard  W.  Baldwin, 
secretary. 

The  report  of  Superintendent  MiilaAl 
W.  Baldwin,  which  was,  of  course  one 
of  the  most  interesting,  contained 
many  noteworthy  statements.  Ms 
Baldwin  said: 

"The  institution  was  not  intended  to 
be  a  home  or  an  asylum  but  to  be  a 
school — a  manual  training  school  for 
the  adult  blind— and  as  such  it  should 
"continue. 

"Over  seventy  blind  persons  have 
been  enrolled  and  received  the  benefits 
of  the  school.  The  greatest  atten- 
dance at  any  time  being  forty-seven. 
The  present  attendance  is  thirty-nine, 
which  includes  the  blind  instructor* 
and  employes. 

"Of  those  who  were  former  pupils, 
two  have  opened  broom  shops  in 
Maine  and  are  meeting  with  success, 
another  is  working  for  the  Massachu- 
setts commission  for  the  blind  and  15 
more  than  self  supporting,,  three  are 
employed  in  our  workshop  department 
(one   of   whom   learned   h:s   trade    else- 


where)  and  have  earned  more  than 
their  board  since  the  department  was 
opened  in  September,  1913.  Others  yre 
selling"  goods,  canvassing*,  and  follow- 
ing other  lines  of  work  using  what  they 
learned  in  this  school  in  connection 
with  their  other  work. 

"Experience  shows  that  our  work 
should  go  farther.  Pupils  after  hav- 
ing received  their  trailing  should  be 
encouraged  to  engage  in  business.  If 
they  are  financially  unable  to  do  so, 
we  should  furnish  them  with  the  neces- 
sary tools.  If  the  pupil  is  not  capable 
of  conducting  business  for  himself,  he 
should  be  given  employment  here,  le- 
ceiving  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
profit  of  his  labor. 

"In  order  that  the  institution  may 
be  able  to  assist  those  who  are  capa- 
ble of  entering  business  a  fund-  has 
been  started,  the  income  of  which  may 
be  used  in  the  purchase  of  tools  and 
machinery.  This  fund  was  started  by 
the  Houlton  grange.  We  believe  this 
fund  should  attract  the  attention  of 
these  interested  in  the  cause  of  ilw 
blind. 

"At  present  our  work -shop  depart- 
ment is  confined  to  the  manufacture  of 
brooms.  The  men  receive  a  certain- 
amount  for  winding  and  sewing  a 
broom.  This  amount  is  intended  to 
equal  the  profit  above  cost  of  material. 
The  profit  in  manufacturing  a  mattress 
which  must  be  sold  at  wholesale  ,s 
small.  A  blind  man  could  not  earn  h  s 
living  at  wholsale  prices,  consequent. y, 
before  this  can  be  put  upon  a  piece 
work  schedule  we  must  build  up  a  re- 
tail trade.  In  the  renovation  of  mat- 
tresses the  blind  man  would  be  abie  to 
earn  his  living  if  he  had  continuous 
work. 

"During  the  year  just  closed  we  have 
started  two  new  industries.  That  of 
making  "rush  bottom"  for  chairs  and 
basket  making.  As  a  trade  it  is  es- 
pecially adopted  for  the  blind.  We 
have  two  men  who  do  the  work  suc- 
cessfully. During  the  past  year  we 
have  reseatd  over  thirty  chairs  with 
rush. 

"Our  work  in  basket  making  is  in  its 
infancy  yet;  we  feel  warranted  in  say- 
ing that  we  will  soon  be  able  to  supply 
all  kinds  of  reed  baskets.  At  present 
we  are  ready  to  fill  any  order  for  round 
baskets  and  will  soon-accept  orders  for 
oval  and  square  reed  work,  including 
window    boxes.       As   this   develops    we 


hone  to  take  up  the  willow  and  splint 
work.  Basketry  is  practical  for  blind 
men  as  well  as  women,  and  yields  a 
fair  return. 

"Our  weaving  department  is  no 
I  longer  experimental.  At  present  w$ 
;  are  making  rugs.  We  are  ready  to 
accept  carpet  rags  and  weave  them  in 
to  beaut'fulrugs  for  the  bath-room  >r- 
porch  of  such  design  and  stripe  as  may 
be  des:'red.  Weaving  offers  the  blind 
person  a  good  compensation,  and  con. 
ijnuous  work  would  enable  one  to  be 
self-supporting. 

[     "At   present   we   teach    chair   caning, 
including   rush    work;    basket   making, 
,  mattress    making,    upholstery,    sewing, 
weaving   and    broom    making." 

'A  word  must  be  said  regarding  the 
excellent  work  of  Doctors  Holt  and 
!  Moulton.  Two  of  our  pupils  have  bad 
j  much  of  their  sight  restored  These 
men  are  graduates  of  the  PerMns  In- 
stitution- for  the  Blind,  but  can  no 
longer   be   classed   as   blind   men. 

"Our  housing  conditions  are  not 
satisfactory.  We  need  a  dJTmitbry  or 
cottage  fqr   our  female  blind 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  follow- 
ing gifts  other  than   bequests: 
;      A  piano  player  and  music  fiom  Mrs. 
C.  R.  Milliken;  music  rolls  frcm  Cres- 
I  sey    &    Allen;    Vacuum    Cleaner   from 
|  Mrs.   Black;    tickets   to    cone  rts,    City 
hall    commission;     tickets      to      Maine 
music   festival,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chapman; 
tickets  to  Sousa*s  band  an  1  other  en- 
tertainments,  Mr.  Garrity   oi   the  -Jef- 
ferson theatre. 

i  "We  have  been  entertained  by  sev- 
eral lectures  and  concerts  gven  by 
Portland  talent. 

"The  following   will   give  seme"  idea 

of  the  amount  of  work  done  curing  the 

year:      1496  chairs  recaned,  ? 98  chairs 

repaired,    78    chairs    uphoistfu  ed,    six 

I  couches  upholstered,  241  matre>ses  re- 

j  novated.  485  new  matresses  made,  1120 

j  dozen    brooms    manufactured,    50    rugs 

I  woven.     Also    aprons,    towels,    holders, 

'  sofa  pillows,  etc. 

While  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind  is  doing  the  work  its  f'ounde.s 
contemplated,  there  is  yet  a  large  fieli 
j  for  work  in  the  cause  of  tt;e  blind  ia 
Maine — Other  states  are  do.rg  more 
than  we  are — There  should  bo  provid- 
ed homes  for  the  aged  an-!  infirm 
blind  men  and  women   We  shruld  pro- 


vide  employment  for  all  br'nd  aTWfe 
furnish  a  market  for  the  product  ol 
their  labor. 

Thorough  education  in  regard  to  the 
prevention  of  blindness'  should  be  car- 
ried on  throughout  the  Stat**. 

"Home  teaching  in  Maine  is  not 
practical  except  in  cities,  fcvt  work 
along  this  line  should  be  organized. 
According  to  the  last  census  there 
were  over  600  blind  in  the  State.  Of 
this  number  there  must  be  quite  a 
large  number  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  50  who  should  be.  receiving  the 
training  given   in  the  institution. 

"In  this  work  as  in  all  work;  there 
are  discouraging  features;  lack  of 
hearty  co-operation;  selfish  motives; 
incorrect  ideas,  all  of  whicn  tend  to 
retard  the  work,  but  in  spite  of  all 
there  is  that  appreciation;  ir-at  honest 
effort;  that  industry;  that  patient  en- 
deavor on  the  part  of  tha  ll'nd  that 
makes  the  work  enjoyable  io'.I  and  not 
drudgery." 

Mr.  Randall's  report,  as  president, 
follows: 

About  four  years  ago,  th-u.ks  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Maine  Legislature,  we 
were  able  to  erect  these  bu;'dn:gs  and 
give  the  adult  blind  of  tb-e  State  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  living  and  be 
self-supporting. 

The  school  was  opened  Oct.  18,  1910, 
and  since  then  under  the  abic  manage- 
ment  of  our  first  superintendent,  Mr. 
3.  C.  Knapp  and  our  pre?ent'~super- 
intendent,  M.  W.  Baldwin,  hes  become 
an  assured  success. 

We  have  had  during  that  time  as 
high  as  47  blind  persons  connected 
with  the  school  at  one  tirrv.  coming 
from  every  county  in  the  State  with 
the  exception  of  Franklin,  Lincoln  and 
Waldo.  .  The  number  at  present  in  the 
school  is  38.  They  are  b^i.ng  taught 
useful  trades  such  as  bro<:?n  making, 
chair  caning,  including  ru«ii  seats  up- 
holstering, sewing,  weaving,  and  bas- 
ketry, and  some  are  bee  ming  very 
proficient  in  them. 

The  grounds,  buildings  and  equip- 
ment of  the  institution  are  ?n  first 
class  condition  and  are  a  eredt  to  the 
State  that  has  helped  us  sc  liberally 
They  are  visited  during  tne  summer 
by  many  tourists  who  are  very  much 
pleased  with  them  and  te'J  vs  they 
compare  well  with  those  in  much  larg- 
er and  wealthier  states. 


Our  need  at  present  to  make  this 
institution  all  it  should  be  i*»  a  dor- 
mitory so  that  we  can  have  our  peo- 
ple on  our  own  ground  under  the  care 
of  our  superintendent  and  ninron. 

In  our  appeal  to  the  last  Legislature 
we  asked  for  help  to  er>  ct  such  a 
building  but  on  account  of  large  calls 
on  the  State  Legislature  at  that  time, 
we  were  unable  to  get  it.  I  he pe,  how- 
ever, the  next  Legislature  will  see  the 
necessity  of  providing  such  quarters. 
The  Legislature  did,  however,  willing- 
ly give  us  $30,000  for  m^ntenance, 
$15,000  for  the  year  1913  and  $15,000 
for  the  year  1914,  which  unde:  the  cir- 
cumstances was  all  we  couid  expect 

For  a  complete  and  detailed  report 
of  the  business  and  financial  status 
of  the  institution,  *  refer  you  to  thc 
able  reports  of  the  treasurer  and  su- 
perintendent,  which   will   be  on   file. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  urge  you 
all  to  assist  the  management  -n  mak- 
ing a  still  greater  success  of  the  insti- 
tution by  saying  a  good  word  for  it  at 
all  times. 

The  financial  status  of  the  institu- 
tion is  shown  by  the  followirg  figures 
taken  from  the  report  of  the  treasurer, 
Morrill  N.  Drew. 

RECEIPTS. 

State  aid $14,650.89 

Interest   on    balances    .......  139.72 

Administrator  Alice  C.  Curt-a      4,000.00 

Grange  fund   30.00 

Interest   on   permanent  fund  322.36 

From   superintendent    7,210.76 


$£,6,353.67 
PAY-OUTS. 
)eposit  to  credit  of  superh<- 

tendent $M,140.00 

Jonds  for  Curtis  fund  .....       3.993.88 

nsurance  premium   .,  12.42 

stenographer 6.00 

)eposits  to  credit  of  perma- 
nent fund    322.30 

5range  fund  savings  account  30.00 

125,504.60 
3alance    unexpended     849.07 

326,353.67 


PERMANENT  INVESTM 
Mice  C.  Curtis  fund: 

rloustcn  Electric  5  s 

Kokomo,  Marion  &  Western 
5's 

FNTS. 
$  2,000.00 
2,000.00 

Barker  fund: 

Savings     department     First 

National    Bank 

Savings  department  Portland 

National    Bank    

$4,000*00 

$  2,233.46 

5,889.70 

257.76 

: 

Savings   department    United 
States  Trust  Co.    . . .> 

Srange  fund: 

Savings    department    United 
States   Trust  Co 

Curtis    fund .,.. 

$8,380.92  : 

$30.56 

$4,000.00 

8,380.92 

30.56 

Barker  fund .-■ 

Grange    fund    .......... 

Total  invested  funds   .  .^... 

Real  estate  plant   

Equipment     

$12,41148 

$-'6,644.95 

2,100.87 

Total  cost  of  plant   ........ 

Morrill  N.  Drew,   T) 
Maine  Institution  for 

$4  8,745-72 
f  a  surer, 
the  Blind. 

A  Great  Success. 

Exceedingly  pleasurable  and  a  great 
success  as  well  was  the  chanty  bridge 
Which  took  place  yesterday  afternootf 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Fred  H.  Johnson, 
of  Ocean  avenue  under  the  direction 
of  the  Gorham  Dailies.  There  were 
nine  tables  in  plasr  and  during  the  af- 
ternoon punch  and  cakes  were  served 
at  a  handsomely  appointed  table  in  the 
reception  room.  Both  auction  and 
straight  bridge  were  plashed,  the  games 
continuing  from  half  after  two  unt\< 
five  o'clock.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  this  affair  was  for  the  benefit  fcr 
the  Maine  Institute  for  fLrTi  fiiijflf¥  '•"'"r1 
the. sum  raised  was  most  gratifying  to 
those  in  charge.. 


OFFICERS  ELECTED 

BLIND  INSTITJP 


Charles  OH.  Randall  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  at  the  annual  meeting  yes- 
terday afternoon,  J.  Putnam  Stevens 
and  Col.  F.  E.  Boot'hby,  vice  presi- 
dents; Morrill  N.  Drew,  treasurer  and 
Millard  W.  Baldwin,  secretary.  Re- 
ports were  submitted  toy  the  officers  of 
the  institution  and  there  Were  27  mem- 
bers present  at  the  meeting.  Ab- 
stracts of  the  reports  were  published 
in  this  paper  last  evening  but  the  elec- 
tion of  -members  and  officers!  was  later 
j  in  the  afternoon. 

New  members  of     the     corporation 
were  chosen  during  the  session     and 
this  is  the  list;     B.  G.  Main  tyre,  Nor- 
way;   Hon.    F,  A.     Morey,     Lewiston; 
Ammi     Whitney,     Portland,       F.     W. 
Hinckley,     South     Portland;        E.     B. 
I  Greenleaf,    Calais ;    Alfred   Ames,    Ma- 
I  chias;   Herbert  H.  Allen,     Dennysville, 
j  Joseph  Sawyer,  Millbrldge;   Hon,  Oak- 
I  ley  C.  Curtis,  Portland;   E.  N.  Morrill* 
Skowhegah;  H.  F  Merrill,  Portland,  E. 
|  E.   Richards,   Farniihgton;    Carl    Milli- 
ken,  Island  Falls;  Daniel  P.     Antfebine, 
South  Portland;   Georgia  M.   Scribner, 
Portland;  F.  B.  Southworth,  Portland; 
j  W.  G.  Richards,  Portland;   J.  W.  Par- 
|  ker,  Portland;  Fr.  John  O'Dowd,  Port- 
land;   John   Calvin   Stevens,   Portland; 
Charles  L,  Cragin,  Portland,  and  H.  E. 
Mason,  Portland. 

Directors  were  chosen  as  follows: 
Morrill  N.  Drew,  Charles  H.  Randall, 
J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Col.  Frederic  E. 
Boothby,  George  V.  West,  J.  Calvin 
Knaipp  and  Hon.  Augustus  F.  Moulton, 
George  F.  Kavanangh,  Sewell  C.  Rip- 
ley, Percival  P.  Baxter,  Harry  C.  But- 
ler and  Fred  S.  Jordan,  all  of  Portland; 
Patrick  H  Gillon  of  Bangor;  Judge 
Warren  C.  Philbrook  of  Waterville; 
Hon.  John  S.   Hyde  of  Bath;    Hon.   C. 


H.  Prescott  of  Biddeford;  Carl  A.  Mil- 
liken  of  Island  Falls;  George  C.  Weeks 
of  Fairfield,  William  B.  Skelton  of 
Lewiston;  Howard  Davies  of  Yar- 
mouth; Fred  W.  Hinckley  of  South 
Portland;  Mrs.'  Mary  E.  Kendall,  Mrs. 
Harriet  R.  Barker  and  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Maxwell  Kniglht  of  Portland;  John 
Clark  Scales  of  Westbrook,  and  Hon. 
Joshua  L.  Chamberlain  of  Brunswick, 
honorary.-. — 


J, 


THIRD    ENTERTAINMENT 

INSTITUTION    FOR    qmjftr 

.  The  third  entertainment  of  the  sea- 
son was  given  at  the  workrooms  of 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind 
Wednesday  evening  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Maine  Fraternal  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind.  The  entertainment 
was  well  attended  and  the  following 
well  rendered  program  was  hjghly  en- 
joyed by  all  present: 
March — Miss   Liberty 

Newhall's    Orchestra   of   Westbrook 
Mandolin  and  Piano  Duet    

Mr.  Clifford  Leighton,  mandolin- 

ist,    and   Miss      Mary   E.    Curran 

pianist,   both   of  Portland 
Vocal  Solos    • 

Mrs.    Mary    Taggart,    accompan 

ied  by   Mr.      R.     W.      Debec     of 

Westbrook 
Reading — Trouble  on  the  Farm    .  .  . 

Master       Robert     Whitcomb     of 

Woodfords 

Piano   Solo    Miss  Curran 

Reading — Thomas   Jones    ; . .  . . 

Master   Whitcomb 

Orchestra 

Duet     

. .  .   Mr.  Leighton  and   Miss  Curran 
Vocal   Solo— The  Rosary    

Mrs.    Taggart     accompanied     by 
.  Mr.  Debec 


&-u,,r-u.stcL,,  'WlaJuyi^,  Jou,rYucul» 


|  For    Institution   *""•    Bl'Hi    ~~ 

I     Thomas    J.    Hogan    of  Portland   pre- 
sented a  resolve  in'  favor  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  appropriating 
the  sum'  of  $30,000  for  maintenance  for 
1913  and  1914,   and   $20,000   for   building 
a   dormitory   for   blind   women,    $10,000 
to  be  paid  in  1913  and  the  same  in  1914. 
In    the    statement    of    facts,    it    is    an- 
nounced  that   41   blind   persons  are  at 
present  connected  with  the  institution. 
A   dormitory    for    women    is    greatly 
needed,  for  the  blind  women  now  stay 
[at  private  places  and   it  is  said  to  be 
ivery    difficult    to    secure    good    accom- 
modations.    It  is  pointed  out  that  the 
dormitory   should    be   large   enough   to 
care  for  at  least  20  girls.    The  expen- 
ditures for  1912  were^$17,800.90  and  the 
receipts  $15,826.43.       ft 
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Maine  Institute  at  Portland  Receives 
Anonymous  Check  for  $5000 
Toward  Dormitory. 

PORTLAND,  Me,  Jan  24— The  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  here  has  re- 
ceived a  check  for.  $5000  from  a  woman 
whose  name  has  not  been  made  public, 
to  assist  in  the  building-  of  a  dormitory 
for  blind  girls  m  connection  with  the  in- 
stitute. *..  1  'If      . 
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INSTITUTE  FOR  BUND 

GETS    |§?000    BEQUEST! 

Portland,  Jan.  26. 
The  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind 
has  received  a  donation  of  $5,000  from 
to.  woman,  whose  name  is  withheld,  to  be 
added  to  a  fund- for  the  erection  of  a 
dormitory  for  blind  girls,  it  was  an* 
noiinced_Saturuay.  HBBflHI^Hl 
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MANY  KIN 
OF  BLINDNESS 


% 


All  Must  Be  Abolished  !f  the 

Real  Sightless  Are  to  Be 

Given  He'p. 


SO  MILLARD  BALDWIN 

TOLD  UN1VERSALISTS. 


Annual  Meeting  of  Association 
Yesterday  Proved  of  Un- 
usual Interest. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pol 
land   association   of   Universalists   hcU 
Thursday   afternoon   and    evening       at; 


Rhe  Church  of  the  Messiah  the  foliow- 
rig  officers  were  chosen  to  serve  for 
914-1915:  President.  Frank  B.  Cu  Ti- 
mings, Congress  Square  church;  vice 
president,  Arthur  M.  Soul,  Weodfords 
church;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Miss 
Gcorgie  A.  Bradley,  Church  of  the  Mes« 
siah;  executive  committee,  Mrs:  B.  W 
Meaaer  of  All  Souls  church,  Br.  A.  N. 
Witham  of  Westbrook,  and  Georgia 
Small  of  South  Portland.  This  corps 
of  officers  was  elected  at  the  short  bus- 
iness session  which  preceded  the  eve- 
ning- meeting-. 

At  the  afternoon  meeting  there  were 
two  exceedingly  interesting  addresses 
the  first  by  Mrs.  George  S.  Hunt;  pres- 
ident -Of  the  Home  for  Aged  Women,  on 
the  Work  which  is  being  carried  on 
there,  and  the  second  by  Millard  W. 
Baldwin,  superintendent  of  the  Mame 
Institute  .for  the  Blind,  upon  whal* 
Maine  is  doing  for  the  education  of  the 
sightless.     ^ 

Mr.  Baldwin  made  some  teliin^ 
points.  He  declared  that  the  ierin 
blindness  applied  not  alone  to  lack  ol! 
sight,  but  to  many  other  qualities  a^ 
well.  There  was  financial  blindness, 
which  made  certain  people  oblivious  to 
the  value  of  anything  except  money; 
there  was  political  blindness,  which 
made  men  unduly  zealous  for  politic  il 
preferment;  there  was  social  blindness, 
which  permitted  people  to  indulge  their 
own  selfish  pleasures  instead  of  using 
their  time  so  that  advantage  might  ac- 
crue to  somebody.  Several  of  these 
kinds  of  blindness  must  be  done  away 
with,,  in  Mr.  Baldwin's  opinion,,  if  the 
right  kind  of  work  was  to  be  carried  o:i 
for  those  who  were  actually  sightless. 

From  this  point  Mr.  Baldwin  went 
on  to  tell  what  was  actually  being  ac- 
complished at  the  Maine  institution, 
I  and  what  new  things  he  expected  to 
institute  if. he  could  get  hold  of  the 
requisite  amount  of  money  to  mak3 
their  introduction  feasible. 

He  paid  a  high  compliment  to 
Maine's  wisdom  in  educating  her  juve- 
nile blind,  giving  his  endorsement  to 
the  scheme  that  has  been  adopted  of 
sending  them  to  the  Perkins  institute 
in  Boston.  The  education  of  the  blind 
should  begin  with  the  children,  he 
said. 

Another  point  which  Mr.  Baldwin 
made  was  that  the  purpose  of  all  edu- 
cation of  the  blind  man  was  to  make 
him  self-supporting.  Only  such  trades 
were  taught,  he  said,  as  might  actual- 
i  ly  be  relied  upon  to  make  the  blind  man 
independent  of  charity.  He  told  of  the 
mattress  making,  broom  making,  up. 
holstery,  weaving  and  basket  making 
which  the  blind  were  actually  doing  at 
the  Maine  institute.      According  to  the 


original  plan,  he  said,  a  blind  mani 
should  be  taught  enough  in  three  years! 
to  make  him  self-supporting,  but  cer- 
tain handicaps  sometimes  had  to  be 
contended  against  which  made  a  long- 
er term  of  apprenticeship  necessary.     | 

Among  the  needs  of  the  Maine  insti-' 
tution  of  which  Mr.  Baldwin  spoke 
were  the  crying  necessity  of  a  large! 
endowment  fund  in  order  to  make  the! 
institution  independent  of  legislative 
action,  the  advisability  of  the  erection1 
of  a  dormitory  for  women,  and  of  the-| 
practicality  of  instituting  a  system  of 
home  instruction  for  those  who  could 
not  be  brought  in  touch  with  th* 
school. 

Mrs,  Hunt  in  speaking  for  the  Home 
for  Agen  Women  briefly  reviewed  the; 
history  of  that  institution  since  its  in-j 
ception,  and  told  a  world  of  interest-; 
ing  little  stories  regarding  the  women 
who  have  lived  there  which  made  what! 
she  had  to  say  intensely  interesting, 
She  told  of  the  growth  of  the  home, 
until  within  a  year  or  so  it  has  had  to 
be  materially  enlarged,  of  the  institu- 
tion of  a  hospital  annex,  and  of  other; 
innocations. 

"Always  in  our  Home  for  Aged  Wo- 
men," said  Mrs,  Hunt,  "we  try  to 
write  institution  with  a  small  i,  audi 
spell  home  with  a  capital  H." 

There  was  but  one  speaker  at  tha 
evening  session.  Rev.  Asa  Mayo 
Bradley,  secretary  of  the  Maine  Uni- 
versalist  convention,  who  gave  an  able 
sermon  on  the  fifth  principle  of  the_ 
Universalist  doctrine,  "the  final  har- 
mony of  all  souls  with  God."  Mr- 
Bradley  asserted  that  for  years  the 
Universalist  denomination  had  stood 
alone  in  its  affirmation  of  the  com-1 
pleteness  -of  salvation,  but  that  now 
some  of  i*«  neighbors  ,  were  affirming 
it  by  impl  cation,  at  least,  if  not  di- 
rectly. "No  creeds  are'  being  wrictea 
today,"  Mr.  Bradley  said,  "that  con- 
tain the  dogma  of  endless  woe." 

He  then  went  on  to  touch  upon  the 
evidences  of  this  belief.  "Do  you  be- 
iieye  in  the  final,  harmony  of  all  souls ! 
with  God?''  he  questioned  his  audi- ; 
tors.  "If  you  do  you  are  trying  to 
harmonize  your  will  to  that  of  GodvH 
You  have  put  yourself  under  the  spir- 
itual leadership  of  Jesus.  You  have! 
accepted  the  results  of  your  deeds  and 
jriisdeeds  as  disciplinary,  and  have 
used  them  as  resources  for  achieving 
greater    reult." 

"We  show  our  faith  by  works,"  Rev.  I 
Mr.  Bradley  continued.  "What  we  be- 
lieve we  prepare  ourselves  for.  It  is, 
for  us  to  get  Ourselves  in-line  with! 
God's  plans  and  purposes,  and  to  con-  \ 
form  ourselves  to  his  will. 

"Following  this,  the  next  log.'cai  step 


I  in  soul  development  is  to  work  for  har- 
jmony  in  the  soul -of  others.  The  Uni- 
vcrsalist  who  has  never  tried  to  save 
a  soul  does  not  believe  in  Universal 
salvation.  Are  you  trying  to-  bring 
souls,  to  God?  If  not  then  the  Univer- 
salism  you  profess  is  merely  an  intel- 
lectual abstraction,  and  no  spiritual 
factor  in  your  life.  Belief  in  the  har- 
mony of  all  souls  with  God  means 
missions,  home  and  foreign,  benevo- 
lences localized  and  world  wide,  mean* 
social  service,  means  personal  religion, 
personal  sacrifice,  personal  cancela- 
tion   and  personal  righteousness." 

A  feature  of  the  evening  .  meeting 
|  was  the  passage  of  resolutions  regret- 
ting the  departure  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Fenwick  L.  Leavitt  of  the  Woodf ordo 
church,  who  are  leaving  to  take  up  a 
[Pastorate  in  Worcester.  Most  appre- 
ciative things  were  said  of  the  faithful 
;  nature  of  Mr.  Leavitt's  service  here. 
The  greetings  of  the  convention  were 
also  extended  to  Mrs.  E. "  C.  Downey 
rwho  was  kept  at  home  by  illness,  and 
to  Mrs.  Joseph  Brooks,  always  an  at  - 
tendant  at  the  session,  who  was  unable 
to  be  present. 

Mr.  Leavitt  resigned  from  the  fel- 
lowship committee  of  the  society  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  and  Rev.  E,  C\ 
Downey  was  chosen  to  take  h's  p'ace. 
During  the  afternoon  William  Gas- 
kin  of  Rumford  Falls  was  examined 
for  ordination  by  this  committee,  and 
received  their  recommendation. 
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Supt.   Baldwin    Gave   Talk   at   Congress 
Square    Church. 


It  was  a  very  interesting  as  well  as 
instructive  talk  given  last  evening  in 
the  vestry  of  the  Congress  Square 
church  by  Millard  Baldwin,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Maine  school  for  the 
Blind.  The  talk  was  about  the  work 
that  is  being  done  at  the  institution 
and  there  were  two  blind  pupils  pres- 
ent who  demonstrated  that  the  blind, 
although  greatly  ha  d,  are  able 

to    make    their    way    in    this    world    if 
afforded  proper  opportunities  The  talk 


was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Mentor  Club  and  there  was  a  large  at- 
tendance. 

Mr.  Baldwin  told  of  the  things  that 
.the  institution  stood  for,  the  main 
is  to.  help  Mind  persons  to  be- 
come selp  supporting.  He  told  of  the, 
work  that  is  being  carried  on  by  the 
pupils,  and  showed  several  specimens 
of  the  work,  such  as  baskets,  rugs 
and  bags.  He  told  of'  the  different! 
methods  that  are  in  use  to  teach  the 
blind  to  read  by  use  of  the  fingers,  arid! 
illustrated  on  the  blackboard  the  way1 
the  embossed  letters  are  made.  The 
two  pupils  present  showed  how  they 
worked  at  basket  making  and  use  of! 
■fingers  reading.  In  closing  Mr.  Bald-^ 
win  extended  a  cordial  invitation  for 
any  interested  to  visit  the  school. 


Tovtla,Y^cL,  YVUutn.e,  "Press. 


"W\a,rck,  ib-  iqm-. 


WORK  FOR  BLIND. 

Superintendent       Baldwin       Addressed 
Men's  Class  at   First  Parish. 


< 


Millard  W.  Baldwin,  superintendent 
of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
was  the  speaker  before  the  men's  class 
of  the  First  Parish  Sunday  school  yes- 
terday noon,  his  subject  being  "Work 
for  the  Blind."  Mr,  Baldwin  covered 
this  subject  in  a  broad  and- comprehen- 
sive manner,  taking  it  up  in  three 
phases,  the  laws  of  the'  different  states 
with  regard  to  blindness  and  efforts 
along  the  legal  side  to  prevent  and  re- 
duce it,  the  work  of  the  institutions  fo* 
blfcii  children  and  also  blind  adults  in 
teaching,  them  to  read  and  write  when, 
children,  also  teaching  them  useful) 
trades,  thus  making  them,  self-sup- 
porting after  they  grow  up  to  the  age 
of  man  and  womanhood. 


Maine  School  for  the  BJjyad 

I  When  in  Portland  last  week  I 
found  time  to  visit  the  Maine  school 
I  for  the  blind,  which  is  situated  on 
Park  avenue.  I  wai  very  favorably 
impressed  with  all  that  I  saw.  "  The 
superintendent  is  an  agreeable  gen- 
tleman and  is  enthusiastic  in  the 
interest  of  his  institution.  Here  the 
blind  are  taken  in,  regardless  of 
their  financial  standing,  and  taught 
[  some  trade  by  which  they  may  be- 
come self-supporting.  I  saw  these 
unfortunate  people  at  their  work 
and  was  specially  impressed  with 
their  cheerful  demeanor.  All  seem 
to  be  contented  and  happy.  Several 
industries  are  taught,  including  rug 
weaving,  cane,  splint  and  rush  chair- 
bottoming,  mattress  making,  up- 
holstering, basket  weaving,  and 
broom  making.  Other  industries 
will  be  added  as  facilities  are  in- 
creased. The  present  pressing  need 
is  a  good  dormitory.  At  present  the 
pupils  are  scattered  to  various  board- 
ing places  and  are  at  a  disadvantage 
i>n  that  account.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  generous  person  or  per- 
sons will  provide  means  for  this 
nuch  needed  improvement. 

Kennebunk  has  one  pupil  in  the 
school,  Charles  Coolbrith,  who  is 
irery  pleased  with  the  place  and 
:reatment  received.  He  hopes,  in 
3ue  time,  to  return  to  Kennebunk 
prepared  to  not  only  be  self-sup- 
porting, but  add  to  the  local  in- 
lustries.  S.  E.  Leech. 


TO  BOUT 

Opposition   to   Send 

Petition  to  Board 

of  Directors. 


A  rumor  to  the  effect  that  a  peti- 
tion is  to  be  presented  to  the  directors 
of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Bliftd* 
protesting-  against  a  dormitory,  gained 
considerable  circulation  this  morning 
and  it  is  understood  that  such  a  peti- 
tion will  be  presented  by  the  blind 
themselves  at  the  directors  meeting 
this   evening. 

.  **For  sometimes  rumors  and  rumors 
of  rumors,  to  the  effect  that  the  blind 
themselves  object  to  a  dormitory,  have 
been  in  the  air,  but  the  first  definite 
action  so  far  as  i?  known  will  be  taken 
this  evening  when  this  petition  will 
be  presented  signed  by  a  majority  of 
the  blind  at  the  mstituion. 

One  of  the  claims  it  is  said  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  present  system  of  hous- 
ing allows  greater  freedom  to  the  in- 
dividual and  as  the  blind  at  the  school 
are  adults  self-respecting,  and  able  to 
do  some  outside  work,  the  feeling  is 
that  the  dormitory  would  not  only  be 
a  great  expense  to  the  State,  for  its 
ittaintenance,  but  that  the  dormitory 
would  remove  from  the  blind  the  op- 
portunity they  now  have  to  earn 
something  for  themselves  and  to  meet 
the  outside  world  which  they  consider 
a  part  of  the  training. 
^There  seems  to  be  a  feeling  among 
the  petitioners  that  the  school  is  an 
industrial  training  school  and  not  the 


type   of  school  which  requires   dormi- 
tories,   and    that   as    older    institutions 
have  tried  the   dormitory  system     and 
ailed,    the   directors   should     at     least 
ive  the  matter  a  serious  consideration 
Before  taking-  action. 
L  Several    people    were    questioned    on 
tee  matter  hut  no  one  seemed  willing 
p  talk  and  it  is  impossible  to  predict 
he  outcome.     Another  point  which   it 
|   understood   that  the    petition    takes 
o  is  that  the  petitioners  believe  that 
te  expense  to  the  State  is  already  too 
reat  for  the  number  of  beneficiaries. 


EDUCATION 

OF  THE  BUND. 

Supt.  M.  W.  Baldwin  Addressed 
the  Cumberland  Y.  P.  C.  U. 

Woodford    Universalis!    Church 
Last  Evening. 


A  meeting-  of  the  Cumberland  Y.  P. 
C.  IX,  was  held  Sunday  evening  at  the 
Woodfords  Universalist  church.  Th3 
speaker  of  the  occasion  was  Millard 
W.  Baldwin,  superintendent  of  the 
Maine  School  for  the  Blind.  He  spoke 
on   "The   Education   of  the   Blind." 

Mr.  Baldwin  discussed  in  an  able 
and  highly  interesting  manner  the 
various  methods  in  the  literary  and 
mechanical  fields  that  are  employed 
in  the  education  of  the  blind.  He 
made  an  able  plea  for  the  giving  of 
opportunities  for  the  blind  to  enable 
them  to  perfect  themselves  in  the 
various  fields  of  Knowledge,  claiming 
that  there  is  scarcely  anything  thai 
the  blind  person  cannot  acquire  anc 
perform   in  a  creditable   manner. 

He  told  of  the  various  lines  that 
are  actively  pursued  including-  tb« 
professions  in  which  the  blind  arc 
engaged  and  referred  to  the  changes 
that  are  being  made  in  the  writter 
language  of  the  unsighted..  whicr 
when  perfected  will  be  easier  anc 
better  for  them. 


In  closing-  he  extended  a  cordial  in- 
vitation to  all  who  are  interested  ir 
the  work  that  this  State  is  doing  to- 
wards the  education  of  the  blind  t<j 
visit  the  institution  and  see  for  them- 
selves something  of  the  work  that  is 
£t-mg  done. 


1  ovtleLvuct,  YYlci\,vi^%  £%Ja-ress 

BLIND  GIRLS 
TO  HAVE  HOME 


&     — 

Mrs.  Jas.  C.  Jordan's 

Offer  Accepted 

by  Directors. 


Directors  of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  BJind  voted  last  evening  to  ac- 
cept the  offer  of  Mrs.  James  C.  Jor- 
dan to  finance  the  establishment  of  a 
home  for  blind  girls  by  changing  the 
administration  building  of  the  institu- 
tion on  Park  avenue.  It  will  be  known 
as  the  Barker  home  and  is  the  result  of 
a  very  keen  interest  on  the  part  of 
Mrs.  Jordan  in  the  plight  of  girls  who 
suffer  from  the  great  informity  andj 
have  no  family  or  means  for  their 
support. 

Girls  of  the  institution  will  have  the; 
advantages  of  this  home  and  be  given 
kindly  care  and  many  comforts.  It 
was  voted  also  to  erect  a  home  for  the 
superintendent,  a  small  brick  building 
on  the  grounds.  He  has  been  living 
in   the  administration   building. 


Bll^^^Glirls,  Home 

Directors  for  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  at  Portland,  have  to  ac- 
cept the  offer  of  Mrs.  James  C.  Jordan 
to  finance  the  establishment  of  a  home 
'for  blind  girls  by  changing  the  adminis- 
tration building  of  the  institution  on 
Park  avenue.  It  will  be  known  as  the 
Barker  home  and  is  tne  result  of  a  very 
keen  interest  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan in  the  plight  of  girls  who  suffer  from 
the  great  deformity  and  have  no  fam- 
ily or  means  for  their  support.  Girls 
of  the  institution  will  -ave  the  advan- 
tages of  this  home  and  be  given  kindly 
care  and  many  comforts.  It  was  voted 
also  to  erect  a  home  for  the  superin- 
tendent, a  small  brick  building  on  the 
grounds.  He  has  been  living  in  the  ad- 
ministration  building. 

rovtla,wct,  YVldLvw^,  Press. 

Directors  of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  voted  Monday  evening1  to 
accept  tJIW  Vlfer  of  Mrs*.  James  C.  Jor- 
dan to  finance  the  establishment  of  a 
home  for  blind  girls  by  changing  the 
administration  building  of  the  institu- 
tion on  Park  avenue.  It  will  be  known 
as  the  Barker 'home  and  is  the  result 
,  of  a  very  keen  interest  Oh  thfc  'part  of 
Mrs.  Jordan  in  the  plight  of  girls  who 
suffer  from  the  great  infirmity  and 
have  no  family  or  means  for  their  sup- 
port: 


Por  tLa,vioL,  YY\AA,we,,   G^rgvis 

ELEVENm  ANNUAL 


Maine  Fraternal  Association  of 
the  Blind 


Were  in    Convention   Yesterday 
m  g       in  This  City. 

The    11th   annual    convention   of   the 
Maine   Fraternal   Association   for     tj^*j 
T^inrt  ,  wa«    held    yesterday    in    PrJble 


^Chapel  on   Cumberland  avenue,   a 
rP&ge    percentage    of    the    membership 
of    the    of"  ^nizatfon    were    in    attend 
ance.     In   connection   with   the   various 
reports  and   routine   business   the   fo' 
lowing-  officers   were   elected: 

President— William    J.    Ryan, 
land. 

Vice  President — Daniel  P.  Anthoine, 
South   Portland. 

Secretary — Charles  Debeck,  West- 
brook. 

Treasurer — Chesley  Cotton,  Brown-, 
field. 

Executive  Board — L.  D.  Withani, 
SkowhegUn;  Frank  C.  Baker,  Gardin- 
er; Charles  Underwood,  Saco;  and 
Charles  Debeck,   Westbrook. 

After  the  business  meeting  a  ban- 
quet was  had  at  the  New  Brunswick 
Hotel.  During"  the  evening  the  mem- 
bers and  their  friends  were  in  attend-' 
ance  at  Keith's  Theatre  as  the  guests 
of  the  management. 

Those  in  attendance  at  the  meeting 
were;  George  R.  Scates,  South  Ac- 
ton; W,  E.  Trask,  Portland;  William 
Lynch,  Portland;  Miss  Carrie  C, 
Adams,  Portland;  Miss  Mabel  Ward, 
Westbrook;  U.  S.  Lyons.  Portland; 
Chester  Cameron,  Augusta;  James 
Morang,,  Randolph;  Clarence  Brag- 
don,  Portland;  George  MacGivery  and! 
Witter  Perlock  of  Aroostook  county; 
William  Bissert,  Vinal  Haven;  Grover 
Cleveland,  Rockland;  William  J. 
Ryan,  Portland;  Daniel  P.  Anthoine,; 
South  Portland;  Charles  Debeck, 
Westbrook;  Charles  Cotton,  Brown- 
field  ;  P.  D.  Witham,  Skowhegan ; 
Frank  C.  Barker,  Gardiner,  and  Chas. 
Underwood,   Saco. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  convention  and 
entertajjii^^  consist- 

<err6f  W.  E.'  Trast^alri^^iiM^m.  Lyne h 
of  this  city.  ^^■tata 


MAINE    ASSOCIATION 

FOR    %JLflP    MEETS. 

mveflio] 
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ie  lilh  annual  convenTIon  of  the 
le  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind  was  held  yesterday  in  Preble 
chapel  a  large  number  of  the  members 
being-  present.  Reports  were  received 
and  officers  elected  as  follows: 

President — William  J.  Ryan,  Port- 
land. 

Vice  President — Daniel  P.  Anthoine, 
;  South  Portland. 

Secretary— Charles  Debeck,  West- 
brook. 

Treasurer — Chesley  Cotton,  Brown  - 
held. 

Executive  Board — L.  D.  Witham, 
Skowhegan;  Frank  C.  Baker,  Gar- 
diner; Charles  Underwood,  Saco;  and 
Charles  Debeck,  Westbrook. 

Following  the  business  meeting  a 
banquet  was  enjoyed  at  the  New 
Brunswick  Hotel,  arid  later  many 
members  and  their  friends  attended 
Keith's  Theater  as  guests  of  the  man- 
agement. 


"FWtla.wcL,  Vn^we.  TV^ss 
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BLIND  MET. 


Annua!  Meeting  of  Maine  Fra- 
ternal Association  Yesterday. 


The    Maine      Fraternal      Association 
for   the   Bhnd    held    its      11th      annual 
conventiorrWednesday  at  Preble  chap- 
el with   20   members  present.     Officers 
or  the   year  to   come   were   choser&as 
ollows:     President,    Wil'iam    J.    Rmn 
f   Portland;    vice   president,   Daniel  W. 
Lnthoine    of    South    Portland;     secrlk 
ary,    Charles    Debeck    of    Westbrook! 
reasurer,    Chesley   Cotton   of     Brown  - 
ield;   executive  board,  Perley  D.  W'ith- 
im   of   Skowhegan,  Frank   G.   Baker  •>£ 
3-ardiner,    Charles   Underwood   of   Saco 
tn.ci  Charles  Debeck  of  Westbrook. 

Two  new  members  were  admitted 
3ur.ng  the  day,  George  McGiverney  of 
Wyto.pitloek    and    William    Bissert      of 

rinalhaven. 
In  the  evening  there  was  a  banquet 


at 'the  New Erunswick,  which  brought 
thp  convention  to  an  agreeable  clo'fie, 
and  a  theatre  party  .  at  the  Keith. 
Aside  from  the  officers  and  new  mem- 
bers those  who  were  here  for  the  ses- 
sions were:  Grover  Cleveland  of  R-jck- 
land,  Roland  Beckwell  of  Randolph, 
George  R.  Scates  of  South  Acton,  Vvr. 
E,  Trask  of  Portland,  William  Lynch 
of  Portland,  Miss  Clara  C.  A  darns  ot 
Portland,  Miss  Mabel  Ward  of  West- 
brook;  U.  S.  Lyons  of  Portland,  Ches- 
ter Cameron  of  Augusta,  Clarence 
Bragdon  of  Portland,  and  James  Mo- 
rang  of  Randolph. 


(Xvt-.qrviSta^»  TYla/uvie*,  Jotu-rncLU 


11TH  ANNUAL  OF  MAINE 
ASSOCIATION  OF  BLIND 


\ 


Portland,  Me^  June  11.— T,he  11th 
annual  convention  of  the  Maine  Fra- 
ternal Association  for  the  Blind  was 
held  yesterday  in  Preble  chapel  on 
Cumberland  avenue,  and  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  membership  of  the  or- 
ganization were  in  attendance.  In  con- 
nection with  the  various  reports  and 
routine  business  the  following  officers 
were   elected: 

President — William  J,  Ryan,  Port- 
land. 

Vice  President — Daniel  P.  Anthoine, 
South   Portland. 

Secretary — Charles  Debeck,  West- 
brook. 

Treasurer — Chesley  Cotton,  Brown- 
field. 

Executive  Board — L.  D.  Witham,  | 
Skowhegan;  Prank  C,  Baker,  Gardi-I 
ner;  Charles  Underwood,  Saco;  and 
Charles  Debeck,  Westbrook. 

After  the  business  meeting  a  ban- 
quet was  had  at  the  New  Brunswick 
hotel.  During  the  evening  the  mem- 
bers and  their  friends  were  in  attend- 
ance at  Keith's  theatre  as  the  guests 
of  the  management. 

Those  in  attendance  at  the  meeting 
were:    George  R.   Scates,  South  Acton; 


:W.  E.  Trask  Portland;  William 
Lynch.  Portland;  Miss  Carrie  C. 
Adams,  Portland;  Miss  Mabel  Ward, 
Westbrook;  U.  S.  Lyons,  Portland; 
Chester  Cameron,  Augusta;  James 
Morang,  Randolph;  Clarence  Bragdon, 
i Portland;  George  MacGivery  and  Wit- 
|ter  Perlock  of  Aroostook  county;  Wil- 
liam Bissert,  Vinalhaven;  Grover 
Cleveland,  Rockland;  William  J.  Ryan, 
Portland;  Daniel  P,  Anthoine,  South 
Portland;  Charles  Debeck,  Westbrook; 
Charles  Cotton,  Brownfield;  P.  D. 
Witham,  Skowhegan;  Frank  C.  Bar- 
ker, Gardiner,  and  Chas.  Underwood, 
Saco. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  convention  and 
entertainment  of  the  visitors,  consist- 
ed of  W.  E.  Trask  and  William  Lynch 
of  this  city. 


To  vt  LcLmcL  .  Wtaulvu^  >  TV*,  s  s  . 


OoJSoloc'r    1U    I  ^  IH-. 

i  Concert  for  the  Blind 

A  very  pleasant  evening's  entertain- 
ment is  promised  Portlanders  Monday 
evening,  October  the  nineteenth,  at 
the  city  hall  when  the  Pilgrim  Concert 

j  company  of  Boston  is  to  make  a  local 
appearance.  The  affair  is  to  be  given 
for  the  benefit  or  William  J.  Ryan  and 
the  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for 
the  Blind,  and  a  large  audience  is 
practically  assured  even  thus  early. 
Of  the  Pilgrim  Concert  company  those 
who  have  heard  this  delightful  aggre- 
gation of  vocalists  have  nothing  but 
praise  to  speak.  There  are  four  sing- 
ers, each  a  soloist  in  a  Boston  church, 
and  the  combination  of  the  four  voic- 
es is,  of  course,  of  most  agreeable  sort. 
Robert  Fitzgerald,  tenor,  is  the  soloist 
of  the  South  Congregational  (Dr.  E. 
E.  Hale's  church),  Everett  S.  dines, 
tenor,  is  soloist  at  the  Arlington  street 
church,  Percy  F.  Baker,  baritone,  is 
soloist  at  the  First  Baptist  church  in 
Jama'ca  Plain,  the  church  attended  by 
Ex-Governor  Eugene  Foss,  and  Wil- 
liam Gustafson,  Jr.,  bass.,  is  also  of  the 
South    Congregational    church.  The 

program  which  these  four  vocalists 
give  are  calculated  to  please  the  most 
discerning      critic,    for    they      embrace 

.selections  from  grand  opera  and  ora- 
torio, as  well  as  music  oC  the  popular 
variety.  In  their  Portland  concert  the 
quartette  will  be  assisted  by  Fred  E. 
Kendall,  himself  a  baritone  vocalist  as 
well  as  a  humorous  mo.nologuist  and 
impersonator,  and  this  pleasant  varia- 
tion to  the  program  promises  to  be 
immensely  enjoyable.  All  in  all  the 
evening  of  the  nineteenth  should  hold 
in  store  for  Portland  folk  a  genuine 
treat. 


ronr'tLa^vict ,  'YVtacuYie,,    &>ky-e,ss 


"*      CONCERT   FOR   Rl  INLCL^ 

The  coming  concert  on  the  19th  of 
^October  for  the  Mutual  benefit  of  the 
^Fraternal  Association  for  the  Blind 
&nd  William  J.  Ryan  will  be  one  of 
pie  musical  events  ,of  the  season. 
"  The  association  of  which  Mr.  Ryan 
is  the  president,  did  well  when  it 
placed  the  arrangements  in  the  capabxe 
hands  of  Mr.  Ryan,  for  he  has  not  only 
the  ability  to  do  things  well  but  has 
had  long  experience  in  meeting  the 
people  and  he  knows  the  field  in  which 
he  works. 

Although  the  Maine  State  Institution 
for  the  Blind  has  among  its,  students 
men  and  women  from  all  parts  of  our 
State,  it  is  a  school  in  which  the  citi- 
zens of  Portland  take  an  especial  pride. 
since  it  is  primarily  the  result  of  one  of 
its    own    people,    for    it    is      generally 
known   and   granted  that   it   is   to  the 
untiring  persistent  efforts  of  William  J. 
Ryan  that  we  owe  our  appreciation  and 
'we    have    the '-workshop    now,    because 
having  a  keen  sense  of  the  conditions 
of   his   own  class   and  a  heart     which 
prompted  the  best  service  in  their  in- 
terest  he   secured   the   co-operation  of 
his  fellows  in  the  Fraternal  Association 
of   the   Blind,   brought   the   granges    of 
the  State  to  see  the  great  need  for  such 
an  institution,  interested  the  club  wom- 
en as  well  as  many   other  good   work- 
ers, and  finally  formed  the  corporation 
made  up  largely  of  prominent  business 
and  professional  men   and  at  last  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  ch 3 fished 
dream  take  shape  and  become  a  prac- 
,  tical  reality.     Mr.  Ryan  gave  not  alone 
j  of  his  enthusiasm  and  time  but. he  gave 
i  liberally  of  his  money,  a  large  part  of 
j  his  earnings  going  to  advance  the  ob- 
1  ject. 

Mr.  Ryan  was  stricken  with  blind- 
ness when  8  years  of  age  and  has  been 
totally  without  sight  until  within  a  few 
months. 

The  past  year  he  has  been  under  the 
care  of  a  prominent  oculist  of  the  City 
and  so  successful  has  been  the  treat- 
ment that  at  the  present  time  he  can 
see*  some  light  and  the  specialist  gives 
him  great  encouragement  that  he  may 
in  time  recover  the  sight  of  one  eye 
if  not  wholly,  to  quite  a  degree. 

He  is  therefore  especially  anxious 
at  this  time  to  have  the  means  to  con- 
tinue with  the  oculist  and  it  seems  as 
if  it  would  go  without  saying  that  our 
people    will    make    this    possible    by    a 

TTgTiirrnm  rmMiHiMftia 
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^BENEFIT  'CONCERT 


\ 


o  Be  Given   at  City   Hall  on   Monday 
October   19th. 


The  coming-  concert  on  the  19th  of 
October  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
Fraternal  Association  for  the  Blind 
and  Wm.  J.  Ryan  will  be  one  of  the 
musical  events  of  the  season. 

The  association  of  which  Mr.  Ryan 
is  the  president  did  well  when  it  plac- 
ed the  arrangements  in  the  capable 
hands  of  Mr.  Ryan  for  he  has  not  only 
the  ability  to  do  things  well  but  he 
has  had  long  experience  in  meeting 
the  people  and  he  knows  the  field  in 
which   he  works. 

Although  the  Maine  State  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  has  among  its  stu- 
dents men  and  women  from  all  parts 
of  our  State,  it  is  a  school  in  which 
the  citizens  of  Portland  take  an  espec- 
ial pride  since  it  is  primarily  the  re- 
sult of  one  of  its  own  people,  for  it  is 
generally  known  and  granted  that  it  is 
to  the  untiring  persistent  efforts  of 
Wm.  J.  Ryan  that  we  owe  our  apprec- 
iation and  we.  have  the  workshop  now, 
because  having  a  keen  sense  of  the 
conditions  of  his  own  class  and  a 
heart  which  prompted  the  best  service 
In  their  interest  he  secured  the  co- 
operation of  his  fellows  in  the  Frat- 
ernal Association  of  the  JSUflsL  brought 
the  granges  of  the  StaLe1"111!!^  see  the 
great  need  for  such  an  institution,  in- 
terested the  club  women  as  well  as 
many  other  good  workers  and  finally 
formed  the  corporation  made  up  large- 
ly of  prominent  business  and  profes- 
sional men  and  at  last  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  his  cherished  dream 
take  shape  and  become  a  practical 
reality.  Mr.  Ryan  gave  not  alone  of 
his  enthusiasm  and  time  but  he  gave 
liberally  of  his  money,  a  large  part 
of  his  earnings  going  to  advance  the 
object. 

Mr.  Ryan  was  stricken  with  blind- 
ness whet  eight  years  of  a?e  and  has 
seen  totally  without  sight  until  with- 
in  a  few  months. 

The  past  year  he  has  been  under  the 
care  of  a  prominent  oculist  of  the  city 
and  so  successful  has  been  the  treat- 
ment that  at  the  present  time  he  can 
see  some  light  and  the  specialist  gives 
him  great  encouragement  that  he  mav 
in  time  recover  the  sight  of  one  eve  if 
not  wholly,   to  quite  a  degree 


He  is  therefore  especially  anxious 
?  time  to  have  the  means  to  con- 
tinue with  the  oculist  and  it  seems  as 
if  it  would  go  without  saying  that  our 
people  will  make  this  possible  by  a 
generous  response  to  his  appeal. — Ad- 


g^tisemenfc 
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FOR    BENEFIT  OF   BUND. 

ne    Concert    Will    Be    Given    In    City 
Hall    Monday    Night. 


CM 


A  fine  program  will  he  given  at  City 
hall  Monday  evening  at  8  o'clock  by 
the  Pilgrim  Concert  company  of  Bos- 
ton, the  entertainment  being  for  the. 
benefit  of  William  J,  Ryan  and  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association '  for  the 
Blind.  It  will  be  of  Interest  to  Mr. 
Ryan's  many  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances throughout  the  State  to  know 
that  after  being  blind  for  several  years, 
he  is  able  to  distinguish  light  and 
there  is  a  possibility  that  he  may  re- 
cover the  sight  of  one  eye.  A  gener- 
ous patronage  of  Monday  night's  con- 
cert will  enable  him  to  secure  further 
treatment.  The  program  which  will 
be  given  follows: 

PART  I; 
Quartet — "Hark  the  Trumpet"   . .  Buck 

Cello — "Tarantella"     

Miss  Edith  Soden,  cellist 
Tenor   solo — "Ah!      So     Pure"      (from 

Martha)    Floto-fl 

Mr.   Fitzgerald 

Reading — "Short    Stories    and    Poems" 

Fred  Kendall 

Quartet — "Sunset"    Vaudewater 

Duet — "Hunting    Song"      (from      King 

Arthur)     Bullard 

Mr.  Glines  and  Mr.  Gustafson 
PART    II. 

Quartet — "The   Rosary'    Nevin 

?ello— 

(a)  "Prayer"     (Jewels    of    the    Ma- 

donna)    Wolf  Ferarl 

(b)  "Orientale"    Cesar-Cui 

Miss  Edith  Soden,  cellist 

heading — "The    Lost    League    Pitcher'' 
Fred  Kendall 

Quartet — "The  Drum"    Gibson 

3ass    solo — "Armourer's    Song"     (from 

Robin   Hood)     DeKoven 

Mr.    Gustafson 
Quartet — "The  Lost  Chord"    .    Sullivan 
Mr.  Baker  and  quar: 
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C01STCERT    FOR    BLIND. 

Delightful    Program    Given    in   the   City 
Hall   Last   Night. 


The  annual  benefit  concert  arranged 
by  William  J.  Ryan  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Maine  Fraternal  association  of  the 
blind  took  place  last  evening-  at  City 
hall.  Mr.  Ryan  in  timespast  has  been  the 
means  of  bringing  some  most  excellent 
talent  to  .this  city  and  he  has  given 
the  Portland  people  many  a  good  en- 
tertainment during  the  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  this  work.  His 
achievement  of  last  evening  was  in 
many  respects  ^he  best  he  has  ever 
undertaken  and  to  say  that  those  who 
attended  were  delighted  would  be 
putting  it  very  mildly.  The  various 
musical  numbers  were  all  familiar  to 
those  present  and  they  were  all  ren- 
dered in  a  very  satisfactory  manner 
from  every  standpoint.  The  work  of 
the  reader  was  particularly  good,  the 
entertainment  as  a  whole  taking  high 
rank  among  those  given  in  our  city 
hall  since  its  open'ng  to  the  public. 
The  full  program  was  as  follows: 

PART   1 
Quartet — "Hark  the  Trumpet"  .... 

Buck 

Cello — Tarantella, 

Miss    Edith    Soden,Cellist. 
Tenor   Solo—   Ah!    So   Pure    (from 

Martha) Flotow 

Mr.  Fitzgerald 
Reading — Short  Stories  and  Poems 

Mr.  Fred  Kendall. 
Quartet— "Sunset"     .......    Vaudei 

Duet— Hunting    Song    (from    King 

Arthur)     BulJard 

Mr.  Glines  and  Mr.  Gustafson 
PART  11 

Quartet — "The  Rosary"    Nevin 

Cello— a  Prayer   (Jewels  of  the  Ma- 
donna)       Wolf-Ferari 

b    Orientale Cesar-Cui 

Miss  Edith  Soden,  Cellist 
Reading— "The    Lost   League  Pitcher 

Mr    Fred  Kendall. 
Quartet — The   Drum    Gibson 


Bass  Solo— Armourer's  Sonc*  (from 

Robin  Hood)....-. DeKoven 

Mr.  Gustafson 

Quartet— "The  Lost  Chord'"    

Sullivan 

Mr.  Baker  and  Quartet. 
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A  GALA  WEEK. 


Institute    for    the    BJpfc  Oeie- 
I       brates  Its  Anniversary. 


The  week  just  passed  has  been  a 
gala  one  at  the  Maine  Institute  forthe 
Blind,  for  there  has  been  celebrated 
there  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  school.  And  in  ob- 
servance of  this  very  special  occasion 
Superintendent  Millard  W.  Baldwin 
on  Tue&day  night  gave  a  smoker  to  the 
men  of  the  tfchoo'l  which  proved  an  ex- 
ceedingly enjoyable  function,  the  af- 
fair taking  place  at  his  attractive  new 
bungalow  on  s'ark  avenue.  On  Wed- 
nesday evening  Mrs.  Baldwin  followed 
this  up  by  a  reception  for  the  women, 
the  Zarlta  orchestra  playing,  dainty 
refreshments  being  served,  and  every- 
thing was  carried  out  in  charmingg 
fashion.  Put  the  crowning  event  of  the 
series  -vras  on  Friday  night  when  not 
only  the  pupils  at  the  school  but  several 
of  the  directors  wTere  entertained  at  the 
Baldwin's  home.  Mrs.  James  C.  Jordan 
who  gave  the  institute  the  new  Barker 
Memorial  building,  a  woman's  -dormi- 
tory, was  present  as  a  very  special 
guest    of    honor,    while    others    on    the 

George  FletcHer  West,  Percival  P.  Bax- 
ter, J.  Putnam  Stevens,  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Kendall  and  Mrs.  Clark  H.  Barker. 
Thirty  were  there,  of  the  students  from 
the  school,  and  as  outside  guests  there 
were  Mrs.  Abner  Lowell  and  Miss  Mary 
Bain,  Miss  Helen  Smith  gave  some 
very  entertaining  readings,  and  Miss 
Agnes  Cormier  recited  the  original 
French  poem  she  gave  at  the  time  of 
her  graduation,  afterwards  repeating 
the  English  translation.  There  were  al- 
so some  fine  graphaphone  numbers, 
grand  opera  records  being  used  for  the 
most  part.  -Then  came  the  serving  of 
ices  and  cakes,  which  brought  the  eve- 
ning to  a  close  in  most  felicitous  fash- 
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Me.  Institute  for  the  "BlTnT"^** 

^■Jj^Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind 
|c>!4elrated  its  fifth  anniversary  last 
■foreJlk'  with  a  series  of  affairs  closing 
with  a  reception  Friday  evening-  at 
the  Barker  Memorial  building-,  the  new 
dormitory  for  women,  which  was  tire* 
gift  of  Mrs.  James_  C.  Jordan.  The 
guests  were  bidden  to  this  event  by 
Miss  Alice  Jones  the  matron  of  the 
dormitory.  Mrs.  Jordan  herself  was 
present  much  to  the  delight  of  the  stu- 
dents, and  several  members  of  the 
board  of  directors  attended:  Miss 
Helen  Smith  gave  some  very  entertain- 
ing readings,  and  Miss  Agnes  Cormier 
delighted  with  the  recitation  of  a  poem 
|  in  French  composed  by  her  at  the  time 
\  of  her  graduation.  Later  she  read  the 
English  translation,  also.  Some  es- 
1  pecially  fine  numbers  were  given  on 
the  Victrola,  manjr  of '  the  records  be- 
ing grand  opera  selections,  and  then 
after  the  enjoying  of  the  music  and 
readings,  refreshments  of  ices  and 
cakes  were  served.  The  early  events 
of  the  week  in  celebrating  the  anni- 
versary were  a  smoker  Tuesday  even- 
ing at  the  new  bungalow  of  the  sup- 
erintendent, Millard  W.  Baldwin  and 
an  informal  gathering  for  the  women? 
Wednesday  evening  when  Mrs.  Bald- 
win was  hostess.  For  this  affair  the 
Zarita  orchestra  played  and  refresh- 
ments were  served. „„rr— 


W.    J.    Ryan    will    soon    make    his 
thirty-fifth  annual  tour  through  i*ainet 
selling  the  Old  Parmer's  Almanac  for 
the   year   1915.     Though  totally  blind 
it  does  not  prevent  him  from  working 
his    way.      Along    his    route    through 
eastern   and  northern   Maine,   he   has 
large   list  of  patrons,   who   depend 
ipon  his  to  supply  them  with  the  al- 
lanac.     Mr.  Ryan  is  soliciting  signa- 
ges of  his  friends  and  patrons  to  a 
jngthy  petition  to  the  legislature  in 
favor  of  a  bill  to  provide  a  small  pen- 
sion for  the  indigent  blind  of  Maine. 
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ANNUAL   TOUR. 

W.  J.  Ryan  will  soon  make  hi* 
thirty -fifth  annual  tour  through 
Maine,  selling-  the  old  Farmers'  Al- 
manacs for  the  year  1915.  Though 
totally  blind  it  does  not  prevent  him 
from  working  his  way. 

Along  hi-  route  through  Eastern 
and  Northern  Maine  fee  has  a  large 
list  of  patrons,  who  depend  upon  him 
to  supply  them  with  the  peoples'  fa- 
vorite Almanac.  If  your  name  is  not 
on  his  list,  have  it  placed  there  this 
year.  He  is  thoroughly  reliable  and 
your  patronage  will  aid  a  worthy 
cause. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  soliciting  signatures  of 
his  friends  and  patrons  to  a  lengthy 
petition  to  the  Legislature  in  favor  of 
a  bill  to  provide  a  small  pension  for 
the  indigent  blind  of  the  State  of 
Maine.  Other  States  do  it.  Let  not 
Maine  be  behindhand  in  a  very  worthy 
cause. 


TO  PENSION  BLIND 

Portland  Parties  ood   Others 

1  Working  to   Briog    Relief 
to  1T00  g]ifld«People. 


Wm.  J.  Ryan,  the  well  known  blind 
man  of  Portland  has  been  in  Lewis- 
ton  for  several  days  getting  signa- 
tures to  a  petition  that  wiU  be  pre- 
sented to  the  next  legislature  asking 
for  a  law  to  pension  the  blind  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  the  leader  of  the  blind 
in  this  State  and  no  man  has  done 
so  much  for  that  class  as  he.  It  was 
Mr.  Ryan  who  promoted  and  carried 
thru  the  legislature  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  institution  in  Portland  where 


the  blind  can  go  and  learn  a  trade. 
This  is  a  splendid  institution  and  is 
doing1  much  for  that  unfortunate 
class. 

The  movement  that  Mr.  Ryan  now 
has  in  charge  is  to  secure  a  law  to 
pension  those  of  the  blind  who  have 
little  or  no  means  of  support.  He 
says  there  are  1700  blind  people  in 
Maine  but  some  of  these  do  not  need 
help.  It  is  only  the  poorer  ones  that 
he  seeks  to  aid  in  this  way.  Already 
several  states  are  doing  this  and 
among  these  are  Ohio  and  Illinois 
while  similar  bills  are  pending  in 
California,  Wisconsin,  Oregon,  Iowa, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  New 
York  City  also  pensions  its  blind. 

The  blind  of  Maine  have  an  asso- 
ciation at  the  head  of  which  is  Mr. 
Ryan  as  president.  There  is  a  gener- 
al committee  which  has  this  pension 
bill  in  charge,  and  Willis  B.  Hall  of 
Portland  is  the  chairman.  Mr.  Hall 
was  formerly  a  representative  to  the 
legislature  from  Caribou.  Other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  from  the  asso- 
ciation of  the  blind  are  Wm.  J.  Ryan 
W.  D.  Smith  of  Westbrook,  N.  S.  Ly- 
ons, Portland,  and  Charles  E.  Debec, 
Westbrook. 

Already  this  committtee  has  en- 
listed the  grange  in  favor  of  the  bill 
and  petitions  are  being  circulated  in 
all  the  subordinates  of  the  State.  The 
matter  will  also  be  brought  before 
the  coming  State  grange  in  Lewiston. 

The  bill  that  Mr.  Ryan  will  pre- 
sent to  the  legislature  asks  that  the 
blind  be  pensioned  at  $200  per  year. 
He  says  that  while  the  institution  for 
the  blind  in  Portland  is  doing  a  good 
work  it  does  not  fully  meet  the  situ- 
ation. Any  blind  resident  of  Maine 
can  go  there  and  learn  a  trade  but 
they  can  remain  only  three  years. 
They  are  then  turned  out  to  care 
for  themselves  but  unfortunately 
they  cannot  well  compete  with  great 
factories  making  the  same  goods  and 
doing  the  same  work  with  machinery. 
In  many  cases  after  learning  a  trade 
in  the  school  they  are  in  a  more  piti- 
ful situation  than  before.  They  can 
only  work  slowly  at  best  and  hence 
the  chance  of  success  is  very  unequal 
and  against  them.  Some  few  of  the 
blind  have  financial  means  of  their 
own  and  some  have  relatives  -to  care 
for  them  and  such  one  Mr. Ryan  says 
that  his  bill  will-  not  help.  It  is  the 
worthy  poor  who  are  blind  that  this 
bill  will  aid  and  would  certainly  seem 
to  be  deserving  of  support. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  supporting  himself 
;  selling  the  Old  Farmers  Almanac 
!  while  pushing  this  work.  He  is  well 
known  all  over  Maine  where  he  has 
foeen  traveling  for   many  years.      In 


spite  of  his  affliction  he  is  a  cheerful) 
and  even  jovial  soul  and  the  life  of 
any  company  into  which  he  may  be 
thrown.  The  blind  of  Maine  owe  him 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  great 
work  that  he  has  done  for  them.  Not! 
least  of  this  work  has  been  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  blind,  located  in  Portland. 
This  great  school  has  the  following 
list' of  prominent  Maine  men  as  its 
directors:  M.  N.  Drew,  C.  H. 
Randall,  J".  Putnam  Stevens,  F.  E. 
Boothby,  J.  C.  Knapp,  A.  F.  Moul- 
ton,  Portland;  P.  R.  Gillen,  Bangor; 
Warren  Phil  brook,  Waterville;  J.  S. 
Hyde,  Bath;  C.  H.  Prescott,  Bidde- 
ford;  C.  F.  Kavanough,  S.  C.  Ripley, 
Portland;  Carl  B.  Milliken,  Island 
Falls;  P.  P.  Baxter,  Harry  Butler, 
Portland;  George  C.  Weeks,  Fair- 
field; W.  B.  Skelton,  Lewiston;  Fred 
S.  Jordan,  F.  W.  Hinckley,  H. 
Davies,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall,  Mrs.  C. 
H.  Barker,  E  M.  Knight,  Portland; 
J  S.  Scates,  Westbrook;  George  F. 
West,  Portland. 


In  the  window  of  the  store  of  the  Maine  Tire  &  Auto  Supply 
Co.  under  the  Lafayette  hotel,  Portland,  is  to  be  seen  a  most 
interesting  exhibit  of  the  workmanship  of  the  people  of  the  Maine , 
Institution  for  the^BHnd.  This  includes  basketry,  chair  seats 
and  a  multitude  of  other  things,  such  as  braided  rugs  and  many 
forms  of  grass  cloth  work  which  are  woven  with  deft  fingers  by 
the  blind'  people.  One  form  of  basketry  which  should  appeal 
strongly  to  people  at  this  time  of  the  year  is  a  series  of  window 
baskets  for  the  raising  of  flowers.  These  would  make  ideal 
Christmas  presents  for  people  who  raise  flowers  in  window  gar- 
dens and  who  are  tired  of  the  old  style  boxes.  There  are  a  great 
many  interesting  forms  of  rugs  also  of  chair  work,  the  whole 
making  a  most  interesting  as  well  as  instructive  exhibit. 
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TO    PENSION     BLIND. 


Portland    Parties   and   Others   Working   to 
Bring  Relief  to  1,700  Blind  People. 

Wm,  J.  R5^an,  blind  man  of  Portland. 
has  been  in  Lewiston  for  several  days 
getting  signatures  to  a  petition  that  will 
be  .presented  to  the  next  Legislature  ask- 
ing for  a  law  to  pension  the  blind  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  the  leader  of  the  blind 
in  this  State  and  no  man  has  done  so 
[much  for  that  class  as  he.  It  was  Mr. 
Ryan  who  promoted  and  carried  through 
the  Legislature  the  bill  to  establish  the 
institution  in  Portland  where  the  blind 
can  go  and  learn  a  trade.  This  is  a 
splendid  institution  and  is  doing  much  for 
that  unfortunate  class. 

The  movement  that  Mr.  Ryan  now  has 
in  charge  is  to  secure  a  law  to  pension 
those  of  the  blind  who  have  little  or  nc 
means  of  support.  He  says  there  are 
1,700  blind  people  in  Maine  but  some  of 
these  do  not  need  help.  It  is  only  Lie 
poorer  ones  that  he  seeks  to  aid  in  this 
way.  Already  several  states  are  doins' 
this  and  among  these  are  Ohio  and  Illinois 
Awhile  similar  bills  are  pending  in  Cali- 
fornia, Wisconsin,  Oregon.  Iowa,  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut.  New  York  City 
also  pensions   its   blind. 

The  blind  of  Maine  have  an  associa- 
tion at  the  head  of  which  is  Mr.  Ryar 
as  president.  There  is  a  general  com- 
mittee which  has  this  pension  bill  in 
charge,  and  Willis  B.  Hall  of  Portland  is 
the  chairman.  Mr.  Hall  was  formerly  a 
representative  to  the  Legislature  from 
Caribou.  Other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee from  the  association  of  the  blind  arc 
Wm.  J.  Ryan,  W.  D.  Smith  of  Westbrook. 
N.  S.  Lyons,  Portland,  and  Charles  E. 
Debec,   Westbrook. 

Already  this  committee  has  enlisted 
the  grange  in  favpr  of  the  bill  and  peti- 
tions are  being  circulated  in  all  the  sub- 
ordinates of  the  State.  The  matter  wil' 
also  he  brought  before  the  coming  State 
grange  in  Lewiston. 

The  bill  that  Mr.  Ryan  will  present  to 
the  Legislature  asks  that  the  blind  be 
pensioned  at  $200  per  year.  He  say? 
that  while  the  institution  for  the  blind 
in  Portland  is  doing  a  good  work  it  doe? 
not  fully  meet  the  situation.  Any  blind 
resident  of  Maine  can  go  there  and  learn 
a  trade  but  they  can  remain  only  thre< 
years.  They  are  then  turned  out  to  care 
for  themselves  but  unfortunately  the"* 
cannot  well  compete  with  great  factories 
making  the  same  goods  and  doing  the 
same  work  with  machinery.  In  r.-.an} 
cases  after  learning  a  trade  in  the  sphoo" 
they  are  in  a,  more  pitiful  situation  than 
before.  They  can  only  work  slowly  ul 
best  and  hence  the  chance  of  success  is 
very  unequal  and  against  them.  Som* 
few  of  the  blind  have  financial  means  of 
their  own  and  some  have  relatives  to  care 
for    them    and    such    one    Mr.    Ryan    sav? 
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that  his  bill  will  not  help.  It  is  tlv  | 
worthy  poor  who  are  blind  that  this  bil" 
will  aid  and  would  certainly  seem  to  be 
deserving  of  support. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  supporting  himself  send- 
ing the  Old  Farmers  Almanac  while 
pushing  this  work.  He  is  well  known 
alt  over  Maine  where  he  has  been  trav- 
eling for  many  years.  In  spite  of  his  af- 
fliction he  is  a  cheerful  and  even  jovial 
soul  and  the  life  of  any  company  into 
which  he  may  be  thrown.  The  blind  of 
Maine  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
the  great  work  that  he  has  done  for  them. ! 
Not  least  of  this  work  has  been  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Maine  Institution  fpr 
the  Blind,  located  in  Poi^tland.  This 
great  school  has  the  following  list  of 
prominent  Maine  men  as  its  directors: 
M.  N.  Drew,  C.  H.  Randall,  J.  Putnam 
Stevens,  F.  E.  Boothby.  J.  C.  KnaRp.  A. 
F.  Moulton.  Portland;  P.  R.  Gillen,  Ban- 
gor: Warren  Philbrook,  Waterville;  J.  S. 
Hyde,  Bath;  C.  H.  Prescott,  Biddeford;: 
C.  F.  Kavanough,  S.  C.  Ripley.  Portland; 
Carl  E.  Milliken.  Island  Falls;  P.  P.  Bax- 
ter, Harry  Butler,  Portland;  George  C. 
Weeks,  Fairfield  *  W.  B.  Skelton,  Lewis- 
ton;  Fred  S.  Jordan,  F.  W.  Hinckley,  H. 
Davies,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Barker,  E.  M.  Knight*  Portland;  J.  S. 
Scates,  Westbrook;  George  F.  West,  Port- 
land. ' 
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Most   Interesting   Affair. 

One  of  the  most  interesting 
lings  in  Mentone  club  history  wa: 
that  which  took  place  Monday  after 
noon  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Millard  W 
Baldwin  on  Park  avenue..  Here  Mr 
Baldwin  gave  a  delightful  and  in 
Jstructive  talk  upon  institutions 
work,  speaking  particularly,  Gf  course 
of  the  educational  and  manual  ac- 
tivities that  are  carried  on  at  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind,  cl 
which  he  is  superintendent.  He  tolc 
of  the  methods  that  were  employed  ir 
teaching  thp  ..bJind-^to  make  use  ol 
their  fmgers^without  sight  to  guide 
them,  and  of  the  amount  that  they 
had  been  ahle  to  accomplish  despite 
their  tremendous  handicap.  After 
Mr.  Baldwin's  talk  he  conducted  the 
members  of  the  club  about  the  insti- 
tute, showing  them  the  varied  activi- 
ties of  rug  weaving,  basket  making, 
broom  making,  chair  caning,  and  so 
on,  which  his  blind  pupils  carry  on 
with  such  efficiency.  The  guests  al- 
so went  through  the  new  Barker  Me- 
morial dormitory.  Upon  their  return 
to  the  house  they  were  entertained 
with  two  piano  solos  by  Millard  Bald- 
win, Jr.,  who  played  Godard's  'The 
Second  Waltz,"  and  Wood's  "Silvery 
Echoes".  Delicious       refreshments 

were  served  during  the  late  afternoon 
by  the  committee  in  charge,  Mrs. 
William  M.  Howatt,  Mrs.  Albert  E. 
Neal  and  Mrs.  Millard  W.  Baldwin. 
The  members  of  the  club  include  Mrs, 
Holm  an  M.  Barnes,  Mrs.  George  P. 
Black,  Mrs.  Edgar  O.  Hawkes,  Mrs. 
Robert  B.  Huntley,  Mrs.  Carroll  A. 
Leavitt,  Mrs.  Lewis  A.  Lupien,  Mrs 
Albert  E.  Neal,  Mrs.  Wendall  H.  Nor- 
ton.; Mrs.  Charles  P.  Manter,  Mrs. 
Samuel  A.  Packard,  Mrs.  James  W. 
Parker,  Mrs.  Willard  E.  Plumer,  Mrs. 
CaTroll .  D.  Prince,  Mis.  Franklin  R. 
Redlon,  Mrs.  Ira  S.  Sawyer,  Mrs. 
David  W.  Schwarz,  Mrs.  Ansel  Spof- 
Cord,  Miss  Minneola  Soule,  Mrs.  Harry 
H.  White,  Mrs.  Lewis  W.  Whitney  an  1 
Mrs.  Howatt,  and  all  of  these  were  in 
attendance   Monday  afternoon. 
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dan  of  Portland;  F.  W.  Hinckley  of  Port- 
land: Mrs.  F.  M.  Houghton.  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Kendall.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Barker  and  Mrs.  E. 
M.  Knight,  all  of  Portland;  J.  Clark 
Scates  of  Westbrook;  George  F.  West  of 
Portland  and  as  honorary  director.  Mrs. 
James  C.  Jordan  of  Portland.  These  were 
the  new  members  admitted  to  the  soci- 
ety: Beecher  Putnam  of  Houlton.  Willis 
B,  Hall.  Lyman  K.  Nelson.  W.  P.  Hunt, 
Gilbert  Mayberry,  William  M.  Howatt, 
and  Mrs.  William  M.  Howatt,  all  of 
Portland 


THOUSANDS     ^ 

URGE  PENSION 
1        FOR  BUNJQ 


Long  Petition  Placed 

Before  the  Senate 

At  Augusta. 


i  AUGUSTA,  Jan.  29.— (Special  to  the 
Express- Advertiser.) — Petitions  con- 
taining1 5,000  names  including  many  of 
the  most  prominent  men  in  Maine  in 
favor  of  a  proposition  of  pensioning 
the  blind  in  the  State  were  introduced 
in  thtf^enate  this  morning-  by  Senator 
Jillson  of  Cumberland  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 
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Adjournment  of  the  legislature' 
was  taken  Friday  to  Tuesday  fore- 
noon at  10  o'clock.  Bills  continue  to 
flow  in.  A  bill  that  seems  to  have 
many  supporters  is  one  proposing: 
pensions  for  the  blind.  Many  citizens 
have  signed  petitions  as  individuals 
and  a  large  number  of  Granges  in 
all  parts  of  the  state  have  sent  in 
petitions  favoring  the  bill.  Legal,  la- 
bor and  election  legislation  is  gettin 
at  least  the  usual  attention. 
FOR   THE    BLIND 

In  the  senate  on  Friday  an  orde 
of  the  day  was  presented.'  on  motion] 
of  Mr.  Jillson  of  Cumberland,  the' 
rules  were  suspended  and  that  sea-! 
ator  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions,  which  were  referred  to  the! 
committee  on  pensions,  and  senti 
down  for  concurrence. 

Petitions  of  Hon.  William  L.  In- 
graham  and  2,650  ethers  ol  Port-! 
land;  Hon.  Charles  F.  Johnson  and' 
229  others  of  Waterviile;  Hon.  D.  J. 
McGillicuddy  and  250  others  of  Lew- 
iston;  Hon/  F/  O.  Beal  and  480  of 
Bangor;    Hon.  J.    S.    Hyde     and      105| 


jothers   of     Bath;    Hon.   G.     Raymond 
Joy  and   13-3  others  ot     Bar  H; 
'Hon.  A.  C.  Hagerthy   and   114  others 

of  Ellsworth";  Hon.  "Cha-les  F.  JH& 
jgett  and  105  others  of  Presque  Isle; 
Hon.  Carl  C.  King  and  1.11  others  of 
Caribou;  Hon.  Herbert  T.  Powers 
and  89  others  of  Fort  Fairfield;  Hon. 
Beecher  Putnam  and  188  others  o| 
Houlton;  Hon.  Geo.  G.  Weeks  and  55 
others  of  Fairfield;  Hon,  L.  B.  Wal- 
dron  and  160  others  of  Dexter;  Hon. 
P.  I.  Russell  end  119  others  of  Gar- 
diner; Hon.  Robert  F.  Bunion  and 
!127  others  of  Belfast;  Hon.  John  F. 
Sprague  ana  142  others  of  Dover  and 
jFox croft;  Hon.  C.  Wallace  Harmon 
(and  59  others  of  Sacs;  ana  others, 
making  a  total  of  5,000  citizens  of 
(the  state  of  Maine  in  favor  of  "An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  the  blind  resi- 
dents  of  Maine." 

Various  senators  presented  Grange 
petitions  for  the  same  object. 


T"eb-rvua»ir^    3  -  "  1  ^  I  S  . 

AUGUSTA,  Feb  3— (Special  to  the 
Express- Advertiser) — Several  resolves 
carrying-  appropriations  of  money  for 
various  institutions  in  Portland  were 
introduced  in  the  Legislature  today. 
Rep.  Haskell  of  Portland  presented  a 
resolve  appropriating'  $5,000  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Maine  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary  for  1915  and  the  same 
sum  for  1916. 

Rep.  Colcord  of  Portland  introduced 
a  resolve  carrying  an  appropriation  of 
$15,000  for  1915  and  the  same  sum  for 
1916  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Maine 
Institution-  for  the  Blind.  A  resolve 
appropriating  for  the  construction  of 
a  central  heating  plant  at  Westbrook 
Seminary  $5,000  for  1915  ajid  $2,500 
1916  was  introduced  by  Rep. 
Crcenleaf  of  PorUand. 
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FAVORABLEREPOR 


3  RETURNED  ON 

BLIND  PENSIONS 


ATOTOTA,  Me.,  Fe'b.  3.— The  com- 
mittee on  pensions  after  a  lengthy 
hearing  voted  "ought  to  pass"  on  the 
bill  to  grant  a  pension  of  $i2O0  a  year 
to  the  needy  blind  residents  of  the 
state.  William  J.  Ryan  of  Portland, 
president  of  the  Maine  Fraternal  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  Charles  J. 
Deibeck  of  Portland,  the  secretary,  U. 
S.  Lyons  of  Houlton,  W.  D.  Smith  of 
Westbrook  ana  Chester  L.  Cotton  of 
Brownfield,  all  blind;  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  measure  as  did  Oharles  S. 
Stetson  of  Greene,  master  of  the 
state  grange.  Senator  Edward  F. 
Flaherty  and  Willis  B.  Hall  of  Port- 
land and  Frederick  W.  Hinckley  of 
South  'Portland  also  favored  the 
measure. 

Befroe  the  committee  on  pensions 
Wednesday  afternoon,  the  blind  peo- 
ple of  Maine  urged  that  the  needy 
among  their  number  he  granted  pen- 
sions by  the  State.  The  blind  them-, 
selves  were  there  and  tihey  had  with 
them  capable  men  who  could  "see  to 
help  urge  their  claims.  Backing  up 
all  these  assertions  were  two  re- 
markable letters,,  one  from  Bernard 
Hickey  of  Massachusetts  and  an- 
other personally  signed  by  Helen 
Keller. 
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COMMITTEE  TO 
FAVOR  PENSION 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


Vote  to.  Recommend  Passage 
of  Bill  in  New  Draft  After 
Hearing;  Helen  Keller  Sends 
Personal  Letter;  Fish  and 
Game  Matters. 


Augusta,  Feb.  4. 
•  ('Staff  Correspondent  of  liie  Commercial). 

Before  the  committee  on  pensions 
Wednesday  afternoon,  the  blind  people 
of  Maine  urged  that  the  needy  among 
their  number  be  granted  pensions  by 
the  state..  The  blind  themselves  Wert, 
there  and  they  had  with  them  capable 
men  who  could  see  to  help  urge  their 
claims.  Backing  Tip  all  these  asser- 
tions were  two  remarkable  letters,  one 
from  Bernard  Hickey  of  Massachu- 
setts and,  another  personally  signed  by 
Helen  Keller.  At  the  close  of  the 
hearing  the  Committee  voted  to  report 
favorably  on  the    oil  lin  a  new  draft. 

Wilns  B.  Hall,  Esq.,  handled  tne 
case  for  the  blind.  He  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  petitions,  bearing 
the  names  of  3,000  residents  of  Maine, 
bad  been  offered  in  support  of  this  bill. 
Ho  explained  the  act  and  emphasized 
the  fact  that  only  the  needy  blind  of 
the  state,  those  over  21  years  of  age, 
who  have  an  income  of  less  than  $300 
a  year  would  be  the  recipients  of  pen- 
sions. He  said  there  are  now  857 
blind  male  persons  and  228  blind  fe- 
male persons  in  Maine. 


"How  many  people  would  come  tin- 1 
der  the  provisions  of  this  bill?"  asked 
Sen.  Flaherty  of  Cumberland. 

"In  future  years,  the  number  might 
reach  a  hundred — it  would  never  be 
beyond  that,"  was  the  reply.  , 

Frederick  W.  HincKiey  of  Portland,1 
a  director  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  urged  the  granting  of  pen- 
sions. -^  •  , 
-.'.  "It  would  cost  the  state  $20,000  al 
year  to  carry  this  law  out,"  he  said.i 
"That  is  but  three  cents  a  year  for1 
each  individual  in  the  state.  Don  t  you: 
think  that  it  is  worth  while?  Don't 
you  think  that  every  citizen  in  the 
state  would  hold  up  his  hand  arid  say 
three  cents  a  year  for  what— to  help 
those  who  have  lo"3t  their  sight  hoid  up 
their  heads,  be  independent  and  enjotf 
life?" 

C.  S.  Stetson  of  Greene,  master  of] 
the  Maine  State  grange,  said  he  could 
not  officially  represent  mat  bO'uy  uui1 
he  knew  that  if  the  bill  had  been  prej 
sented  at  the  last  state  meeting  it 
wotsid  have  been  approved.  He  also; 
declared  that  20,000  taxpayers  of  the 
state  who  are.  members  of  the  grange] 
stand  ready  to  do  their  share  toward 
paying  this  pension. 

W.  J.  Byan  of  Portland,  president  oi 
the  Maine  Fraternal  Association  foi 
the  Blind;  Charles  J.  Debeck  of  Port^ 
land,  the  secretary;  U.  S.  Lyons  ol 
Houlton,  W.  D.  Smith  of  Westbfook 
Chesley  L.  Cotton  of  Browrifield  ane; 
Clarence  Brandon  of  B-ixmoht,  all  blinc; 
people,  spoke  briefly  in 
act. 


BLIND  URGE  THEY  J    I 

BE  GIVEN  PENSIONS 


I  Before  the  committee  on  pensions  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  tihe  blind  people  pif 
pMaine  urged  that  the  needy  among 
[their  number  be  granted  pensions  by  the 
State.  The  blind  themselves  were  there 
and  they  had  with  them  capable  men 
who  coxild  see  to  help  urge  their  claims. 
Backing  up  all  these  assertions  were 
two  remarkable  letters,  one  from  Ber- 
nard Hickey  of  Massachusetts  and  an- 
other personally  signed  by  Helen  Keller. 
Willis  B.  Hall  of  Portland  handled  the 


I  (case   for  the   blind.    He  called    attention 
to    the    fact    that    petitions,    hearing-    the 
names    of    3000    residents    of    Maine    had 
been  offered  in   support  of  this  bill.    He 
explained      the      adt      and      emphasized 
j  the        fact        that       only       the       needy 
;  blind       of       the        State,       those       over 
1 21    years    of    age   who    have    an    income 
of  less  than  §300  a  year  would  be  the  re- 
cipients   of   pensions.    He    said   here   are 
now  357  blind  male  persons  and  228  blind 
female  persons  in  Maine. 

"How  many  people  would  come  under 
the  provisions  of  this  .bill?"  asked  Sen- 
ator Flaherty  of  Cumberland. 

"In  future  years,  the  number  might 
•reach  a  hundred— it  would  never  be  .be- 
yond  that,"   was   the  reply. 

Frederick  W.  Hinckley  of  Portland,  a 
•director  of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  eloquently  urged  the  granting"  of 
pensions. 

"Tt  would  cost  the  State  $2O,C30  a  year 
to  carry:  this  law  out,"  he  said.  "That 
is  but  three  cents  a  year  for  each  in- 
dividual in  the  State.  Don't  you  think 
that  it  is  worth  while?"  Don't  you  think 
that  every  citizen  in  the  State  would 
hold  up  his  hand  and  pay  three  cents 
a  year  for  what— to  help  those  who  have 
lost  their  sight  hold  ,up  their  heads,  be 
independent   and   enjoy   life?" 

C,  S.  Stetson  of  Greene,  master  of  the 
Maine  State  Orange,  said  he  could  not 
officially  represent  that  body  but  he  knew 
that  if  the  bill  had  been  presented  at  the 
last  State  meeting  it  would  have  been 
approved.  He  also  declared  that  20,000 
tax-payers  of  the  State  who  are  members 
of  the  Grange,  stand  ready  to  do  their 
share   tofvard   paying    this   pension. 

W".  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  president  of  the 
.Mjp.ine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
'Blind;  Charles  J.  Debeck  of  Portland, 
the  secretary;  U.  S.  Lyons  of  Houlton, 
W.  D.  Smith  of  Westbrook,  Chesley  L. 
Cotton  of  Brownfield  and  Clarence  Bragr 
don  of  Dixmont,  all  blind  people,  spoke 
briefly  on  the  support  of  the  act. 

The  committee  voted  unanimously  for 
the,  report  "Ought  to  pass  in  a  new 
draft." 


Appropriations  and  Financial  Affairs 
By  Mr.  Colcord  of  Portland:  Re- 
'solve  in  favor  of  the  Maine  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  with  statement  ol 
facts. 


FDR  THE1UND 

$200  a  Year  For  Each 

With  an  Income  of 

Less  Than  $300. 


AUGUSTA,  Feb.  4.—<Special  to  the 
Express-Advertiser.) — Pensions  of  $200 
a  year  for  every  blind  person  in  the 
State  with  an  income  of  less  than  $300 
were  strongly  advocated  in  the  hearing 
before  the  committee  on  pensions 
Wednesday  afternoon.  Many  blind 
persons  were  there  and  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  act,  one  of  the  speakers  "being 
W.  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  president  of 
the  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for 
the  Blind  and  another  Charles  J.  De- 
beck  of  Portland,  secretary  of  the 
same  association.  They  also  had  able 
men  to  represent  them.  Willis  B.  Hall 
*<9tf  Portland  handled  the  case  for  the 
blind,  and  Frederick  W.  Hinckley  of 
Portland,  a  director  of  the  Maine  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind,  eloquently 
urged  granting  of  pensions. 

Before  the  committee  adourned  the 
members  voted  unanimously  to  report 
that  the  bill,  in  a  new  draft,  ought  to 
pass.  The  proposed  amendment  is 
that  blind  persons  may  go  before 
selectmen  or  municipal  officers  to  ap- 
ply for  a  pension,  instead  of  before  the 
county  commissioners. 

Mr.  Hall  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  petitions  bearing  the  names  of 
3,000  residents  Of  Maine  had  been  of- 
fered in  support  of  this  bill.  He  ex- 
plained the  act  and  emphasized  the 
fact  that  only  the  needy  blind,  those 
over  21  years  of  age  who  have  an  an- 
nual income  of  less  than  $300,  would 
be  recipients  of  the  pensions.  He  said 
there  are  now  357  blind  male  persons' 
and  228  blind  female  persons  in  the 
State.     Asked  by  Senator  Flaherty     of; 


Cumberland  how  many  would  come 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  he 
said  in  future  years  it  might  reach 
a  hundred,  but  would  probably  never 
go  beyond  that. 

"It  would  cost  the  State     $20,000     a 

I  year  to   carry  this   law   out,"  said   Mr. 

[Hinckley.  "That  is  but  three  cents  a 
year  for  each   individual   in  the   State. 

(Don't  you  think  that  every  citizen  in 
the  State  would  hold  up  his  hand  and 
pay  three  cents  a  year,  for  what — to 
help  those  who  have  lost  their  sight 
to  hold  up  their  heads,  be  independent 
and  enjoy  life?" 

C.  S.  Stetson  of  Greene,     master     of 

I  the   State   Grange   , while   not   officially 

'representing  that  body  in  this  matetr, 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  act. 

U.  S.  Lyons  of  Houlton,  W.  D.  Smith 
of  Westbrook.  Chesley  L.  Cotton  of 
Brownfield,  and  Clarence  Bragdon  of 
Dixmont,  all  blind  persons,  sf)oke 
briefly  in  support  of  the  act. 


HELPING  THE  BLIND. 

At  least  nobod^  "can  callthe  bill 
which  provides  an  annual  pension  of 
$200  for  all  the  needy  blind  over  21 
>-ears  of  age  who  do  not  have  an  in- 
come of  $300  or  over,  freak  legislation. 
"While  it  is  the  wish  of  all  good  legis- 
lators to  avoid  burdening  the  State 
With  unnecessary  expenses,  it  does 
jseem  that  of  all  people  who  deserve 
State  aid  our  worthy  blind  should 
stand  in  the  foremost  ranks.  If  all 
people,  more  or  less  dependent  upon 
the  aid  of  others,  did  as  much  to  help 
themselves  or  tried  as  hard  to  make 
honest  livings,  there  would  be  occasion 
for  general  rejoicing.  The  bill,  intro- 
duced by  Senator  Flaherty  was 
marked  "ought  to  pass,"  and  we  think 

it   OUght.  m.... ■■miliWjUWiimMm. 
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Maine  May  Pen^ftfl  ^Ifoflj,, 

AUGUSTA,  Me.,  Feb.  3.— The  committee 
on  pensions,  after  a  hearing  today,  voted 
"ought  to  pass"  on  the  bill  to  grant-  a 
pension  of  $200  a  year  to  the  blinrl  resi- 
.ionts  of  the  State. 


1  onr'tlauwdL,  Yft&,vvu-e^,  Press- 


BLIND  MAN  PLEADS 
"  FdR"™PEflSKM-   FOR 
OTHERS,  THOUGH  NOT 
IN    NEED    HIMSELF. 

(Special  to  The  Press.) 

Augusta,  Feb.  3. — "Gentlemen,  I 
don't  need_j^_  pension,"  said  W.  D. 
Smith  of  Westb'robit', '  "this  afternoon, 
as  he  stood  straight  and  dignified  be- 
fore the  committee  on  pensions.  "But 
I  am  blind  and  have  been  for  31  years. 
I  have  seen  the  time  when  a  little 
State  aid  would  have  helped  me  a 
great  deal.  I  hope,  you  will  see  fit  to 
grant  this  aid  to .  others  who  need  it 
as  I  did  once.  For  my  part,  I  am 
willing  to  raise  both  hands  and  give 
three  times  the  amount -that  might 
fall  to  my  taxes  to  help  out  those  whoj 
need  help." 

Mr.  Smith  was  but  one  of  the  speak- ' 
ers  before  the  committee  which  gave 
a  hearing  on  the  bill  to  provide  pen-' 
sions  for  the  blind. 

So  well  received  were  the  plea*. 
made  by  Mr.  Smith  and  others  that 
the  committee  unanimously  voted  ""O 
report  "ought  to  pass"  on  the  bill.  It 
will  be  re-drafted  so  that  the  se^- 
lectmen  of  town  will  report  the  cases 
of  needy  blind  instead  of  county  com- 
misioners. 

The    birl   on   which    the   hearing   was 
held    would    provide    an    annual    pen- 
sion   of    $2<H)    for    all    the    needy    blind  ^ 
over  21  years  of  age  who  did  not  have 
an  income  of  $300  or  over. 


TV  b  r-  uc  z-r-  ^    L+--    1^1  5* 
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Pensions  For  The  Blind 


1  Petitions  from  47  granges  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  state  in  support  of  the, 
act  to  provide  pensiajWQgjjhe  blind  were 


received. 
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PENSIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  bill  which  is  V^^efSe^gia^ 
Ulure  which  would  give  to  a  person 
who  is  totally  blind  a  pension  of  $200 
a  year  providing  his  other  income  J3 
,le«53  than  $300,  seems  to  us  to  be  a 
fo'urt,  and  in  the  long  run,  an  economi- 
cal thing  to  do.  The  man  or  woman 
wliq  is  afflicted  "with  total  blindness 
must  be  provided  for  in  some  way. 
H.fher  they  must  be  supported  by  the 
towns  in  wh'ch  they  live,  if  they  have 
no  relatives  to  care  for  them,  or 
means  of  their  own,  or  they  must  be- 
came the  inmates  of  some  charitable 
institution.  The  affliction  of  blind- 
ness is  severe  enough  in  itself  without 
adding  to  it  the  humiliation  of  turn- 
ing the  blind  into  paupers  and  abso- 
lute dependents.  The  burden  of  car- 
irg  for  persons  thus  afflicted  will  be 
more  equitably  distributed  if,  the 
State  cares  for  them  in  some  such 
way  as  this  and  it  will  be  so  com- 
paiatively  small  a  tax  upon  the  citi- 
zens that  it  will  not  be  noticed  or 
tele.  The  committee  which  considered 
jthe  proposed  measure  is  said  to  looft 
upon  it  with,  favor,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Legislature  will  take 
the  same  view  of  it. 


GcLT-cti 


uv\  e.-y 
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Blind  Urge  They  Be  Given  Pensions 

^Before  the  committee  on  pensions 
Wednesday  afternoon,  the  blind  peo- 
ple  of   Maine   urged   that  the   needy 
among  their  number  be  granted  pen- 
sions by  the  State.    The  blind  them 
selves  were  there  and  they  had  with 
them  capable  men  who  could  see  to 
help   urge   their   claims.     Backing  up> 
all   these   assertions     were     two   re- 
markable letters,  one  from  Bernard 


Hickey  of  Massachusetts  and  an- 
other personally  signed  by  Heleir 
Keller. 

Willis  B.  Hall  of  Portland  handled 
the  case  for  the  blind.  He  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  petitions, 
bearing  the  names  of  3000  residents- 
of  Maine  had  been  offered  in  support: 
of  this  bill.  He  explained  the  act: 
and  emphasized  the  fact  that  only 
the  needy  blind  of  the  State,  those 
over  21  years  of  age  who  have  an 
income  of  less  than  $200  a  year 
would  be  the  recipients  of  pensions- 
He  said  there  are  now  357  blind1 
male  persons  and  228  blind  femaler 
persons  in  Maine. 

The  committee  voted  unanimousry- 
for  the  report  "Ought  to  pass  in  2u 
new  draft." 


I  OnrtLa.vxot  ,  Wa^vte  ,    'P-r^SS 
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PENSION  TIE  BONO 

BETTER        PROM      HELEN      KELLER 
YrEAD    AT    HEARING. — WILL    EE- 
Jf         FORT    "OUGHT    TO    PASS" 

Augusta,  Feb.  3 — Before  the  commit 
tee,  on  pensions  this  afternoon,  the 
blind)  people  of  Maine  urged  that  the 
needy  among-  their  number  be  granted 
pensions  by  the  State.  The  blind  them- 
selves were  there  and  fch'ey  had  with 
them  capable  men  who  could  see  to' 
help  urge  their  claims.  Backing  upj 
all  the.se  assertions  were  two  remark-^ 
able  letters,  one  from  Bernard  Hickey! 
of  Massachusetts  and  another  person- 
ally signed  by  Helen  Keller. 

Willis  B.  Hall  of  Portland  handled 
l&^case  for  the  'blind.  He  called  at-; 
tention  to  the  fact  that  petitions,  bear-j 
ing  the  names  of  3000  residents  ofi 
Maine  had  been  offered  in  .support  of  I 
this  bill.  He  explained  the  act  and 
emphasized  the  fact  that  only  the 
needy  blind  of  the  State,  those  over, 
21  years  of  age  who  have  an  income 
of  less   than   $300   a  year   would   be  the 


'recipients  of  pensions.  Tie  said  there 
are  now  357  blind  male  persons  and 
!228  blind  female  persons  in  Maiine. 
j**»"How  many  people  would  come  uri- 
Ider  the  provisions  of  this  bill?"  asked 
(Senator  Flaherty  of  Cumberland. 

"In  future  years,  the  number  might 
reach  a  hundred — it  would  never  be 
beyond  that,"  was  the  reply. 

Frederick  W.  Hinckley  of  Portland, 
C.  S.  Stetson  of  Greene,  master  of  the 
Maine  State  grang-e,  anid,  W.  J.  Ryan 
of  Portland,  president  of  the  Maine 
Fraternal  Association  for  the  blind; 
Charles  J.  Deheck  of  Portland,  the 
.secretary;  U.  S.  Lyobs  of  Houlton,  W. 
]">.  Smith'  of  Westbrook,  Chesley  f% 
iCottbn  of  Brownfield  and  Clarence 
Rragdon  ofi  Dixmoni,  all  blind  people, 
spoke    briefly   in    support    of   the    act 

The  committee  will  recoanmend  that 
the  bill  with  a,  few  minor  changes, 
,"ouglit   to   pass." 
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Senate  Reports. 
The  committee  on  pensions  reported 
ought  to  pass  in  new  draft  on  the  act 
providing  pensions  for  tJMJ^hUmk  The 
new  draft  makes  it  the  duTy^T*'Wmricipal 
cities  and  selectmen  of  towns  to  appoint 
a  practicing  physician  to  be  the  examin- 
er of  the  blind  insteisd  of  having  the 
county  commissioners  ^^ppoint  the   exam- 
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"Senate    Report. 

The  committee  on  pensions  reported 
ought  to  pass  in  new  draft  on  the  act 
providing  pensions  for  the  blind.  The 
new  draft  makes  it  the  tMJ^sW^nuni- 
cipal   cities  and  selectmen  of  towns  to 

(.ppoint    a    practising    physician    to    be 
he    examffter    of   the   blin*F~  instead    of 
laving   tfieicounty    commifesioirr.rs   ap- 
point  th^cjfeWwfcr 
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Hon.  John  A.  Cunningham  of  Ells- 
worth, member  of  the  governor's  coun- 
cil, was  in  the  city  on  Wednesday  on 
business  connected  with  the  state  pen- 
sion for  the  blind,  Mr.  Cunningham 
being  a  rmmte&t^ot  trieconyi^lJygg^^LV- 
ing  charge  of  that  benefrolHce^^uun- 
cillor  Cunningham  stated  that  the  ap- 
propriation made  by  the  legislature 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  law  is  whol- 
ly inadequate,  the  number  of  applica- 
tions being  very  much  in  excess  of 
what  the  promoters  of  the  pension  bill 
estimated. 


T^b-Twa-v-vf    IS*    1^15- 
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Another  worthy  object  that  is  before  our 
legislators,  is  the  act  calling  for  a  pension 
for  the  bHady  If  there  is  any  one  condi- 
tion more  pitiable  than  another,  it  seems  to 
$the  writer  that  it  is  that  of  total  blindness, 
fchut  out  from  all  the  beauties  of  nature, 
buffering  the  darkness  of  an  endless  night. 
It  is  certainly  a  laudable  work  on  the  part 
of  our  commonwealth  to  make  the  path- 
way for  their  faltering  feet  as  smooth  as 
possible,  to  bring  to  their  darkened  lives 
such  rays  of  sunlight  as  may  be  brought 
by  providing  for  their  physical  welfare, 
while  they  are  with  us. 

A  pension  for  the  blind  is  demanded  by 
modern  civilization,  and  a  step  further 
should  be  taken,  and  will  be  taken  not  far 
in  the  future,  when  we  shall  provide  old 
age  pensions,  and  thus  pro  tect  thousands 
of  worthy  people  who,  through  unfortu- 
nate conditions  over  which  they  have  no 
control,  have  Come  down  to  the  wintry 
blasts  of  old  age  without  means  of  susten 
ance,  and  are  compelled  to  go  to  the  places 
that  we  provide  for  paupers,  there  to  bear 
a  stigma  that  should  not  be  zny  part  of 
their  burden  in  their  last  and  declining 
days. 


ULe  w  us'Co-w 
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THE    SENATE. 

dj  motion  of  Senator  Flaherty  of 
^urnberland  it  was  voted  to  request  the 
Governor  to  return  the  act  providing 
for  pensions  for  the  needy  blind  of  the 
State  so  that  some  coftm&mm^&in  he 
made  in  the  bill.  Friends  of  the  meas- 
ure do  not  think  that  the  provisions  for 
the  appropriation  of  (  money  to  carry 
but  the  act  are  perfectly  plain  and  wisn 
some  changes  made  so  thereimay  not 


Jp  icLcteko red   YY\ a. uvv_fe _,__ J q \jlv>v»xU. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  iHTak"eTty  of 
Cumberland,  it  was 

Ordered,  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  his  Excellency,  the  governor,  re- 
questing the  return  of  An  Act  foi 
the  relief  of  the  needy  blind  resi- 
dents of  Maine,  to  the  senate  foi 
{further    consideration.    -***f 

The-  secretary  subsequently!  re- 
ported that  he  had  delivered!  the 
message  and  that  the  governoi  had 
returned   the   Act  as   requested. 

On  motion  by  Senator  Flaherty 
the  vote  was  reconsidered  whereby 
this  act  was  passed  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  same  senator  then  offered 
Senate  Amendment  A  to  Senate  61, 
and   moved   its    adoption. 

"Senate  61,  An  Act  for  the  relief 
of  the  needy  blind  residents  of 
Maine,  is  hereby  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  all  of  Section  1  and  substi- 
tuting therefor  the  following:  'Sec- 
tion 1.  The  governor  and  council 
shall  order  paid  out  of  any  funds 
appropriated  for  that  purpose  such- 
sums   of   money   toward   the    support 


of  any  needy  blind  person  who  may 
come  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  as  may  be  required  to  carry  out 
the    provisions    hereof.' " 

amendment  was  adopted. 

The  same  senator  then  offered 
Senate  Amendment  B  to  the  same 
bill  and  moved  its  adoption. 

"Senate  Amendment  B  to  Senate 
61,  Amend  by  striking  out  all  "of  sec- 
tion 8  and  substituting  therefor  'it 
is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  council  to  cause  warrants 
of  S50  each,  to  be  drawn  on  the  state 
treasurer  payable  to  each  of  said 
blind  persons,  or  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, for  three  months  there- 
after, .during  the  life  of  said  persons 
while  they  are  residents  of  this 
state,  or  until  said  disability  be  re- 
moved.' " 

Amendment  B  was  adopted  ,  and 
the  bill  was  then  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed as  amended  and  sent  down 
for    concurrence. 


Po^t  Lauvudl  ,    VYlauiwe,    cl^fru 
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Delightful  Travelogue. 

J.  Putnam  Stevens  g-ave  a  delightful 
travelogue  to  the  pupils  at  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind  _this  week. 
Some  of  their  friends,  tc  bidden 

to  the  affair.  Mr.  Stevens  took  his 
hearers  very  vividly  through  quaint, 
out-of-the-way  places  in  old  Mexico, 
making-  the  scenes  (including-  a  bull 
fight)  so  natural  that  all  present  felt  as 
if  they  had  had  a  large  part  of  the 
pleasure  of  the  trip  themselves.  He 
has  promised  to  give  them  another 
talk  upon  his  return  from  Alaska, 
which  he  contemplates  visiting  soon. 


PENSIONS  FOR  BLIND 
MEASURE  IS  SIGNED 


y  AUGUSTA,  March  17.— (Special  to 
!  Express^- Advertiser). — One  of  the 
asures  signed  by  the  Governor  yes- 
day  was  the  act  to  provide  pensions 
for  the  r» pprly| i^iLEui^gftfd^ pn t s  of  Maine, 
which  esxablisnes  a  system  of  pensions 
of  $200  annually  to  be  paid  by  the 
State  to  blind  residents  who  have  not 
sufficient  means  of.  support.  The  bill 
was  introduced  by  Senator  Flaherty  of 
Cumberland.  Governor  Curtis  gave  to 
Senator  Flaherty  the  pen  with  which 
the  act  was  signed. 


Povt Laurel,  VW 
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Entertainment 

^  for  the  blind 


Once  again  have  n?&m1&!&&f*l!lf**kie 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  rea- 
son to  be  grateful  for  the  repeated 
kindness  of  Mrs.  Herbert  Harrison, 
Miss  Olivia  Hassalum  and  Robert 
Swasey  in  furnr'shing  them  with  so 
pleasing  an  entertainment  as  was  giv- 
en them  at  the  Barker  Memorial  build- 
ing, March  31.  The  prog-ram.  of  music, 
vocal  and  instrumentad,  by  all,  and 
the  readings  by  Mr.  Swasey,  were  cer- 
tainly much  appreciated,  as  it  was  a 
choice  one.  Miss  Hassalum  kindly 
substituted  for  Miss  Ethel  Berry,  who 
jias^  been  one  of  the  trio  to  entertain 
the  pupils  on  several  occasions  before. 
All  of  the  selections  were  well  ren- 
dered. Among  the  guests  of  the  ma- 
tron, Miss  Jones,  was  Mrs.  Abner 
Lowell,  who  added  a  good  deal  of 
pleasure  by  giving  some  amusing  read- 
ings along  the  same  line  as  those  of 
Mr.  Swasey.  Indeed  it  was  pleasingly 
informal,  for  after  the  visitors'  pro- 
gram, the  blind  pupils  entertained  th* 
guests. 


Miss  Cormier  sang  in  French  from 
"Faust,"  William  Bissett  recited  ad- 
mirably, Mr.  Trarfk,  Mr.  Cotton  and! 
Mr.  Bissett  sang  with'  Mr.  Debec  ac- 
companying. Altogether  it  was  a  most 
delightful  evening.  If  those  in  our  city, 
with   one,  two,    or   five   talents  in  the 

Entertaining  line,    would   use   them  as 
generously  as  the  trio  mentioned  hav 
lone,    many    evenings    otherwise    d 
to  the  blind,  would  be  red  Tetter  e~ 
ifig's. 


BUNifUPILS  GIVE 
IN  ENTERTAINMENT 


A  pleasing  entertainment  was  given 
the  pupils  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  one  evening  this  week 
through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Herbert 
Harrison,  Miss  Olivia  Hasaalum  and 
Robert  Swasey,  who  furnished  them 
with  a  delightful  program  which  was 
given  at  the  Barker  Memorial  Build- 
ing. This  consisted  of  music,  vocal  and 
instrumental,  and  readings  by  Mr. 
Swasey.  Miss  Hasaalum  kindly  sub- 
stituted for  Miss  Ethel  Berry,  who; 
has  been  one  of  the  trio  to  entertain 
the  pupils  on  several  occasions  before. 
All  of  the  selections  were  well  rendered. 
Among  the  guests  of  the  matron,  Miss 
Jones,  was  Mrs.  Abner  Lowell,  who 
added  a  good  deal  of  pleasure  by  giving 
some  amusing  readings,  along  the  | 
same  line  as  those  of  Mr.  Swasey. 
Indeed  it  was  pleasingly  informal,  for 
after  the  visitors'  program,  the  blind 
pupils  entertained  their  guests. 

Miss  Cormier  sang  in  French  from 
Faust;  Mr.  William  Bissett  recited 
admirably;  Mr.  Trask,  Mr.  Cotton  and 
Mr.  Bissett  sang  with  Mr.  Debec 
accompanying.       Altogether  it     was  ■&! 


our  City,  with  one,  two,  or  five  talents, 
in  the  entertaining  line,  would  use 
them  as,  generously  as  the  trio  men- 
tioned have  done,  many  evenings, 
otherwise  dull  to  the  blind,  would  be 
red   letter   evenings. 
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I  Chapter   109. 

!.An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  needy  blind 
residents  of  Maine.  -tlSSSt* 

Section  1.  The  governor  and  council 
jShall  order  paid,  out  c£  any  funds  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose,  such  sums  of 
imoney,  toward  the  support  of  any  needy 
iblind  -  person,  who  may  come  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  as  may  be  required 
to   carry  out  the  provisions  hereof. 

Section  2.  All  persons  over  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  are  declared  to  be 
blind,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  set 
forth;  and  who  come  within  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  shall,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  governor,  and  council,  receive  as  a 
benefit  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly,  upon  warrants  drawn 
on  the  State  treasurer. 

Section  3.  No  person  or  persons  who 
are  charges  of  any  charitable  or  penal 
institution  of  this  State,  or  of  any  chari- 
table or  penal  institution  of  any 
county  or  city  thereof,  or  persons 
having  an  income  of  more  than  three 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  or  able  to 
earn  the  same,  or  persons  who  have  not 
resided  within  the  State  of  Maine  con- 
tinuously for  ten  consecutive  years,  and 
in  their  respective  counties  for   one  year 


immediately  before 
benefit  shall  be  enti 
the  provisions  of 

Section  4.  Persof 
fits  provided  herei 
city,  town,  or  plant 
reside,    and    make 


pplying      for      said 
d  to  benefits  under 

ng  the 
o  beforl 
rk  where  they 
to  the  facts 
which  bring  them  withinlthe  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  said  affi<mvit  shall  be 
deemed  an  application  for  said  benefit; 
and  said  city,  town,  ■  or  plantation  clerk 
shall  transmit  the  same,  together  with 
the  affidavit  of  two  witnesses,  residents 
of  the  same  county,  as  to  the  places  and 
time  of  residences  of  said  applicants,  to 
the  municipal  officers  of  the  city,  town 
or  plantation  in  which  said  blind  persons 
reside. 

Section  5.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty 
of  the  municipal  officers  of  cities,  towns 
and  plantations  of  this  State  to  appoint  a 
regular  practicing  physican  whose  offi- 
cial title  shall  be  examiner  of  the  blind, 
who  shall  have  an  office  in  some  con- 
venient place  in  said  city,  town  or  plan- 
tation during  the  first  week  of  June'  and 
December  of  each  year  for  the  examina- 
tion of  applicants  for  said  benefit;  and 
said  municipal  officers  shall  forward  to 
said  examiner  all  applications  received 
from  the  clerks  of  cities,  towns  and  plan- 
tations   where    said    applicants    reside. 

Section  6.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty 
of  the  examiner  of  the  blind,  during  the 
first  week  of  June  and  December  of  each 
year,  to  examine  all  applicants  for  said 
benefits  referred  to  him  by  the  municipal 
officers  of  the  several  cities,  towns  and 
plantations;  and  to  endorse  on  the  appli- 
cations certificates  showing  whether  or 
not   the   applicant     is   blind     and     needy. 


Said  examiner  shall  keep  a  register  in 
which  he  shall  enter  all  the  facts  con- 
tained in  each  certificate.  He  shall  be 
paid  from  the  county  treasury  the  sum 
of  two  dollars  for  each  examination  and 
shall  forthwith  return  said  applications 
with  his  certificate  thereon  to  the  board 
of  municipal  officers  from  which  they 
came. 

Section  7.  The  municipal  officers  of 
cities,  towns  and  plantations  shall  regis- 
ter the  name,  address  and  number  of 
each  applicant  and  date  of  examination 
of  such  applicant  entitled  to  benefits;  and 
each  year,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day 
of  June  and  December  they  shall  certify 
to  the  governor  and  council  the  name  and 
residence  of  all  applicants  entitled  as 
aforesaid. 

Section  8.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty 
of  the  governor  and  council  to  cause 
warrants  of  fifty  dollars  each  to  be 
drawn  on  the  State  treasurer  payable  to 
each  of  said  blind  persons  ^r  their  legal 
representatives  every  three  months  there- 
after, during  the  life  of  said  persons 
while  they  are  residents  of  this  State  or 
until   said   disability ■  is   removed. 

Section  9.  Any  person  who  shall  make 
a  false  affidavit  in  order  to  secure  the 
benefit  herein  provided,  shall  upon  con- 
viction, be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury  and 
shall  be  subject  to  the  penalty  provided 
by     lav/    therefor.— (Approved    March     16, 


WM, 


y  ^Pensions  for   Needy    Blind. 

The  Legislature  took  a/lorward  step 
in 'providing  for  unfortunates  when  it 
passed  the  act  presented  by  Senator 
Flaherty  of  Cumberland  providing  for 
pensions  of  $'200  for  the  needy  blind 
residents  of  the  State. 
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C01ITTEE  TO 
E  TEA 


$ans  of  Women  Foi 

Big  Exposition 

Are  Discussed. 


The  executive  committee  of  the 
Maine  Woman's  Exhibit  at  the  coming 
Maine  Exposition,  held  a  meeting  yes- 
terday afternoon,  which  lasted  until  5 
o'clock  the  arrangements  for  the  com- 
ing exposition  requiring  much  care  as 
to  detail.  It  was  voted  after  a  very 
full  discussion  that  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Maine  Woman's  Exhibit, 
take  charge  of  a  tea  room,  for  the 
coming  exposition  and  they  have  se- 
cured Mirs.  S.  H.  Colesworthy  as  scien- 
tific manager  of  the  same  with  full 
power. 

The  reports  at  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  showed  that  so  many  peo- 
ple want  to  exhibit  their  work  that  the 
committee  are  fearing  they  will  not 
have  space  enough.  The  following  sub- 
committees were  appointed:  Mrs. 
Charles  Legrow,  arts  and  crafts;  Mrs. 
Edward  L.  Dame,  exhibits;  Mrs.  John 
Howard  Hill,  exhibit  of  the  School  of 
Pine  Arts  and  of  the  handwork  of  the 
girls  from  the  Schoo;  for  the  Deaf 
and  for  the  girls  from  the  School  for 
the   Blind. 

AltftMfclJfflfhW  were  made  for  the 
postal  cards  which  will  be  used  at  the 
exposition  these  cards  having  a  Maine 


iscene  in  colors.  Every  phase  of  the 
work  was  discussed  and  it  was  voted 
to  hold  the -next  meeting-  on  Monday 
afternoon  next  The  general  scheme 
of  the  work  of  the  committee  is  to  go| 
ilnto  every  corner  of  the  State  and  seek! 
out  every  odd  industry  and  these  ex- 
hibits will  be  passed  upon  by  compe- 
tent judges. 


B 


au>vqf  or 


.  in 


a,uY\-e. 


Co>vvw\e-r  cuauU 


7VU 


b-     1^15. 


Tea  Room  at  Exposition 

The  executive  committee  of  \he 
Maine  woman's  exhibit  at  the  com! 
Maine  exposition  at  Portland  has  v 
ed  after  a  full  discussion  that  t 
executive  committee  of  the  Mai; 
woman's  exhibit,  take  charg-e  of  a  te 
room,  for  the  coming-  exposition  an 
they  have  secured  Mrs.  8.  H.  Coles 
worthy  as  scientific  managper  of  the 
same  with  full  power.  The  reports  at 
the  meeting  of  the  committee  showed 
that  so  many  people  want  to  exhibit 
their  work  that  the  committee  are  fear- 
ing they  will  not  have  space  enough. 
The  following  sub  committees  were 
appointed:  Mrs.  Charles  Legrow,  arts 
and  crafts;  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Dame,  ex- 
hibits; Mrs.  John  Howard  Hill,  exhibit 
of  the  School  of  Fine  Arts  and  of  the 
handwork  of  the  girls  from  the  School 
for  the  Deaf  and  for  the  girls  from 
the  School  for  the  Blind.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  f  or  4fc%-4»Q6tal  cards 
which  will  be  used  at  the  exposition, 
these  cards  having  a  l&aiiie  scene  in 
colors.  Every  phase  of  the  work  was 
discussed  and  it  was  voted  to  hold 
the  next  meeting  on  Monday  afternoon 
next.  The  general  scheme  of  the  work 
of  the  committee  is  to  go.  into  every 
corner  of  the  state  and  seek  out  every 
odd  industry  .  and  .  these  exhibits  will 
be  passed  upon  by  competent  judg-es. 


CONVENTION    OF    BLIND. 

The  13th  annual  conve,nTWJH""WF.  the 
Maine  .  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind  will  be  held  at  Preble  Chapel 
Wednesday,  June  9.  The  forenoon 
session  will  be  devoted  to  business 
and  the  election  of  officers  will  be 
held  at  2  in  the  afternoon.  In  the 
evening  there  will  be  an  entertain- 
I  ment. 


A  new  statute,  which  goes  into  ef- 
fect shortly,  provides  state  pension 
for  the  blind.  An  examining  physician 
is  also  provided  in  the  statute  and  Dr. 
Harry  D.  McNeil  has  been  appointed 
to  this  position  by  ^~---"«*i^jn/-x^| 
the  confirmation  being  confirmed  by 
the  municipal  officers.  ^s^ 
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fiOLD  CONVENTION 
ASSOCIATION  OF 
BLIND  OF  MAINE 


The  members  of  the  Maine  Frater- 
nal Association  of  the  Blind,  compris- 
ing the  sightless  people  of  Portland 
and  other  Maine  cities  and  towns  are 
in  annual  session  today  in  Preble 
Chapel,  corner  of  Preble  street  and 
Cumberland  avenue,  about  30  being 
present.  This  is  the  13th  annual  con- 
vention of  the  association,  and  is  in 
charge  of  President  William  J.  Ryan, 
known    all    over    the        State    for    his 


efforts  on  the  part  of  the  blind.  The 
meeting  opened  at  10  o'clock  and  the 
forenoon  was  largely  taken  up  witn 
the  reading  and  discussion  of  the  re- 
ports of  officers  for  the  past  year 
Seven  candidates  were  balloted  on 
for  membership,  and  there  were  e^ct 
ed  as  honorary  members  Hon.  E.  F. 
Flaherty,  Willis  D.  Hall  and  John  A, 
Coyne,  all  of  Portland.  The  present 
officers  of  the  association  are  as  fol 
lows:  President,  William  J.  Ryan 
vice  president,  D.  P.  Anthoine;  secre 
tary,  Charles  Debeck;  treasurer,.  Ches-i 
lley  L.  Cottle;  executive  committee 
Charles  Underwood,  Saco,  F.  G.  Baker 
I  Gardiner,  Perley  Witham,  Skowhegan 
Charles  Debeck  and  W.  J.  Ryan,  Por^ 
land.  This  afternoon  the  annual  elec- 
tion will  occur  and  this  evening  thert 
will  be  an  Interesting  program  of  or- 
chestral, vocal  and  Instrumental 
music  at  the  chapel. 


RTftN  AGAIW  HEAD  OF 
%1M0CIAT1QN0FBL1N0 

William  J.  Ryan,  who  is  known",a"rri15v^r 
Maine  for  his  work  in  behalf  of  the  blind, 
was  re-elected  president  of  the  Maine  Fra- 
ternal Association  for  the  Blind  at  its  13th 
annual  convention  yesterday  which  was 
held  in  Preble  chapel,  corner  of  Preble 
street  and  Cumberland  avenue.  The  elec- 
tion took  place  during  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion and  the  other  officers  chosen  for  the 
coming  year  were:  Vice  president,  Frank 
S.  Baker ;  secretary,  Charles  E.  Debec ; 
treasurer,  W.  D.  Smith ;  executive  board, 
William  J.  Ryan,  U.  S.  Lyons,  Chester  V. 
Cameron,  George  McGivney  and  Clarence 
E.  Bragdon.  The  constitution  was  amended 
and  revised  and  eight  new  members  were 
elected.  Hon.  E.  F.  Flaherty,  Willis  B. 
Hall  and  John  A.  Coyne,  all  of  Portland 
were  elected  as  honorary  members,  and 
Chester  A.- Codman  was  elected  as  the  re- 
lief committee. 

The  morning  session,  which  was  presided 
over  by  President  Ryan,  was  devoted  for 
the  most  part  to  routine  business,  the  read- 
ing and  discussion  of  the  reports  of  last 
year's   officers. 

In  the  evening  a  social  was  enjoyed  con- 
sisting of  quartet  selections  by  Mr.  an!. 
Mrs.  Herbert  Harmon,  Miss  Ethel  Berry 
and  Harold  Jones ;  soprano  solo  by 
Blanche  Nelson,  reading  by  Roy  and  Rob- 
ert Whitcomb,  bass  solo  by  Professor  Jack- 
son, and  reading  by  Willis  B.  Hall.  At 
the  close  of  the  entertainment  refresh- 
ments were  served,  those  in  charge  being 
Ralph  and  Sterling  Brown,  the  ladies  and 
children,  friends  and  relatives  of  the  mem- 
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HAHKUH'S  BLIND  TO 
\h  ASK  FOR  PENSIONS 

Rather  Unusual  Scene  Anticir 

pated  at  Meeting  of  the 

Municipal  Officers. 


A  meeting  of  the  board  of  all 
will  be  held  this  afternoon  at  4.30  for 
the  consideration  of  an  insane  case. 

At  this  meeting  it  is  probable  the 
municipal  officers  will  act  upon  the 
applications  of  a  number  of  blind  resi- 
dents of  the  city,  who  have  JiSStfWr lor 
the  pension  provided  for  the  blind  by 
act  of  the  last  Legislature,  under 
chapter  109  of  the  public  laws  of  Maine 
for  1915. 

It  is  provided  in  this  act  that  a 
pension  of  $200  a  year  m  granted  blind 
people,  men  or  women,  who  have  not 
,an  income  of  $300  a  year  and  who  can- 
not earn  $300  a  year.  The  person  ap- 
plying must  have  been  a  resident  of  the 
!state  for  ten  years  before  the  date  of 
aplication,  and* a  resident  of  the  coun- 
ty in  which  papers  are  presented  for 
one  year.  The  signature  of  the  apli- 
cant  is  certified  by  a  witness  and  the 
signatures  of  two  persons  acquainted 
with  the  applicant  are  required  on  the 
document,  which  is  executed  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  A  physician  also 
certifies  to  an  examination. 

The  applications  are  presented  to 
the  municipal  officers,  and  after  being 
passed  upon  and  endorsed  are  for- 
warded to  the  governor  and  council  for 
final  disposition. 

The  act  does  not  take  effect  until 
the  first  of  July  under  the  provisions 
of  the  initiative  and  referendum  laws 
of  Maine,  but  the  documents  are  being 


prepared  for  the  attention  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  council  before  that  time  as 
delays  in  considering  and  passing  up- 
on the  numerous  applications  which 
will  undoubtedly  be  made  will 
be  unavoidable,  and  early  action 
will  lead  to  more  speedy  final  passage. 
City  Clerk  Brett  had  received  up  to 
Thursday  afternoon  seven  aplications, 
which  will  be  presented  to  the  board 
of  municipal  officers  this  afternoon,  it 
is  expected.  The  oldest  applicant  is 
102  years  of  age,  and  although  totally 
blind,  was  able  to  write  his  name  on 
the  document. 
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CASING  SESSION 

BLIND  CONVENTION 

V    The  closing  session     of     the  annual 
convention  of  the  Blind  of  Maine  T-as 

»eld    Wednesday     1J 1/ « mil g f !l,wPf eble 

Chapel,  the  exercises  being  opened'  by 
the  newly  elected  president  of  the  as- 
sociation, William  J.  Ryan,  who  made 
a  few  appropriate  remarks.  Then  fol- 
lowed a  concert  which  was  highly  ap- 
preciated by  the  blind  and  their  friends. 
Music  was  furnished  by  the  Zarita 
Orchestra,  which  played  with  excellent 
taste  and  skill,  and  Robert  aad  Ray 
Whitcomb  were  excellent  in  their  char- 
acter sketches.  The  quartet  selec- 
tions by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Har- 
rison, Miss  Ethel  Berry  and  Albert  F. 
Jones  were  heartily  encored.  Miss 
Sibyl  Tenny  rendered  some  fine  piano 
selections  and  the  songs  oy  Miss 
Blanche  Nelson  and  Professor  Jackson 
were  the  source  of  much  pleas  are.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harrison  were  also  heard  in 
a  pretty  duet.  After  the  refresh- 
ments were  served  there  was  an  in- 
formal hour,  enlivened  by  a  song  Prom 
Frank  G.  Baker  and  some  capital  read- 
ings by  Judge  Willis  B.  Hall. 
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The  Blind  B|room   Maker. 

The  skill  Qjy&idpl*nd  men  who  take, 
part  in  the  display  being'  made  by  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  is  one 
of  the  real  marvels  of  the  exposition. 
A  broom  making-  -machine  is  operated 
skilfully  by  one  man,  who  makes  ex- 
ceptionally good  brooms  be  flippy  our 
very  eyes,  while  another  yourFK^flSill 
operates  a  typewriter  at  a  ra«*L  °* 
speed  to  make  most  sighted  stenog- 
raphers envious..  One  of  the  most\n- 
comprehensible       things     about       tiys 


I  young  man's     work  is     that  he  can 
in    printed    forms    with    beautiful    e2 
actness  on   his  typewriter.  Another 
the  students  is  able  to  play  cards 

skilfully  as  though  he  could  see  thei 
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WERE  TOO  EARLY 


Applications  for  Pensions  for. 
Blind  All  Sent  Back 


NOT  UNTIL  DECEMBER 


Can  Examinations  be    Made,     Says 

Secretary  of  State — Other  City 

Hall  Matters  of  Interest 


Under  the  new  law  providing  for 
pensions  for  the  blind,  passed  by  the 
last  legislature  and  becoming  opera- 
tive  July   3,    no   examinations   can   be 


made  until  after  the  first  week  in  De- 
cember and  consequently  no  pensions 
will  become  effective  until  after  that 
time.  This  is  in  accordance  with  in- 
formation received  at  the  city  clerk's 
office  from  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  municipal  officers  at  a  recent 
meeting-  certified  10  applications  for 
such  pensions  from  this  city,  the  ap- 
plicants believing-  that  with  the  law- 
coming  into  effect  soon  that  they 
would  be  entitled  to  such  pension  at 
that  time,  providing  the  proper 
papers   had  been   entered. 

These  applications  have  been  re- 
turned with  the  following  letter  from 
Hon.  John  E.  Bunker,  secretary  of 
state: 

State  of   Maine, 
Department  of  State,  Augusta. 

June  14th,  1915. 
Hon.   Victor  Brett, 
City  Clerk, 

Bangor,  Maine. 
My  dear  Sir: 

Acknowledging  yours  of  June  12th 
enclosing  ten  applications  for  state 
benefit  to  the  blind,  you  are  respect- 
fully advised  that  this  law  does  not 
become  operative  until  July  3rd,  1915. 
Inasmuch  as  the  law  provides  that 
examinations  shall  be  made  only  dur- 
ing the  first  weeks  of  June  and  De- 
cember of  each  year,  no  examina- 
tions can  be  made  until  the  first  week 
of  December  1915,  at  which  time  mu- 
nicipal officers  will  be  supplied  with 
the  necessary  blanks  authorized  by 
the  governor  and   council. 

I  herin  return  your  applications. 
Very    respectfully, 

John   E.   Bunker, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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NSIONS   FOR   BLIND 


Law  Not  Operative  Till  July  3,  and  No 
Examinations    Till    December. 


Under  the  new  law  providing  for 
pensions  for  the  blind,  passed  by  the 
last  Legislature  and  becoming  opera- 
live  July  3,  no  examinations  can  be 
made  until  after  the  first  week  in  De- 
cember and  consequently  no  pensions 
will  become   effective   until    after   that 


time.  This  is  in  accordance  with"  in- 
formation received  at  the  city  clerk's 
office  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
j  The  municipal  officers,  conforming  to 
the  new  law,  have  appointed  Dr.  H.  E. 
Gribben  to  examine  applicants  for  this 
pension,  but  as  City  Clerk  Veazie  had 
received  no  application  blanks  he  wrote 
to  John  E.  Bunker,  Secretary  of  State, 
for  information.  Mr.  Bunker  replied: 
"You  are  respectfully  advised  that 
this  law  does  not  become  operative 
until  July  3,  1915.  Inasmuch  as  the 
law  provides  that  examinations  shall 
be  made  only  during  the  first  weeks  in 
June  and  December  of  each  year,  no 
examinations  can  be  made  until  the 
first  week  of  December,  1915,  at.  which 
time  municipal  officers  will  be  sup- 
plied wilh  the  necessary  blanks 
authorized  by  the  "governor  and  coun-' 
cil." 
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City  Clerk  Lemaire  of  Lewistor 
expects  to  receive  application  blanks 
for  blind  persons  desiring  pensions 
soon.  *h**has  *f**$***everal  applica- 
tions but  could  not  enter  them  for- 
mally as  he^did  not  have  the  blanks. 
Mayor  Brann  has  had  one  applica- 
tion. This  statute  which  goes  ihtc 
i  effect  July  3,  provides  for  a  pension 
of  $200  for  blind  persons  incapable 
of  earning-  a  living  or  who  have  no 
means  of  support. 
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EXAMINING  PHYSICIAN   OF  BLIND 
APPOINTED.  }l 

A  new  statute,  which  goes  into  ef.-: 
feet  shortljy,  provides  a  State  pension 
for  the  blind.  An  examining  physician 
is  also  provided  in  the  statute  and  Dr. 
Harry  D.  McNeil  of  Bangor  has  been 
appointed  to  this  position  by  Mayor 
Robinson,  the  appointment  being  con- 
firmed by  the  municipal  officers. 
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BLIND  GIRLS  GIVEN 
EaM*nwt  ENTERTAINMENT 

The  blind  girls  of  the  Barker  memorial 
building  were  given  a  rare  treat  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  when  Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Mor- 
rill, Arthur  Morrill,  Jr.,  Miss  Susan  Mer- 
riam  and  Miss  Harriet  McQuillan  gave  a 
delightful  musical.  To  Portland  people 
Mrs.  Morrill's  musical  ability  is  well 
known,  and  the  charming  way  "in  which 
she  played  and  sang  was  keenly  appreci- 
ated. The  memory  of  her  rendition  of 
Gounod's  "Ave  Maria"  will  long  remain 
with  those  who  heard  it. 

Mr.  Morrison's  violin  work  was  wonder- 
ful for  one  so  young  and  his  selections 
showed  how  equally  at  home  he  is  in  clas- 
sical or  popular  music.  Miss  Merriam 
sang  several  selections  delightfully,  while 
Miss  McQuillan's  finely  executed  piano 
solos   completed   a   most  happy   evening. 
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PENSION  FOR  THE  BLIND    J 

Oyty    Clerk    Lemaire    Receives    Instruc- 
tions   Regarding    Law    Now 
in   Effect. 


Circular  instructions  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  office  of  City  Clerk  Le- 
maire explaining  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  passed  by  the  nineteen  fifteen 
Legislature  for  pensions  for  the  needy 
^lilliiiiiiiiir}lp  law  became  effective  July 

The  first  examination  will  be  held  in 
December  and  each  six  months  there- 
after. The  pension  is  $200  payable 
quarterly. 

Persons  exempted  are  those  who  are 
inmates  of  charitable  or  penal  insti- 
tutions, those  whose  income  is  $300 
or  more,  persons  under  21  years  of 
age  and  those  who  have  not  lived  in 
the  state  continuously  for  10  years  or 
in  the  county  for  one  year  previous  to 
date  of  application. 


I  The  bill  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  examiner  for  each  city  and 
town  by  the  municipal  officers.  Ap- 
plication blanks  have  not  arrived  and 
will  probably  be  sent  here  in  Novem- 
ber. As  the  law  did  not  become  ef- 
fective until  July  no  examinations 
could  be  taken  during  June  of  the 
present  year. 
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Impatiefft  Blind  People 

There   are  som#l,iWinair people     -wtho 
wondering  when   the   state  williun 

cordance  with  an     act     of  the     latet 
islature   begin   to  pay   theni   a  pel 

n  or  by  whatever  name  *it  may 
called  of  $200  a  year  providing  tlu 
they  have  an  income  of  less  than  $30( 
annually.  The  act  provided  for  the' 
appointment  of  inspectors  of  the  blind, 
and  they  must  be  physicians  of  good 
repute,  and  to  have  them  make  an 
examination  of  individual  cases  in 
June  and  December. 

Now,  as  far  as  can  bejfrseen,  they 
will  not  get  their  names  $n  the  new 
pension  roll  before  December.  An  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter  made  this 
week  by  William  Gilmour  of  West- 
brook,  who  was  %  member  of  the  last 
legislature,  failed  to  find  that  an  in- 
spector of  the  blind  had  been  ap- 
pointed other  thaife  in  Bangor,  and  it 
is  said  he|e  'fefoa't  nothing  can  now 
be  done  qxce|t  the  filing  of  indi- 
vidual affidavit!  by  the  blind  with  the 
city  or  town><dierk  where  they  reside 
until  after  Dec.  1. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  this  will 
result  in  an  agitation  for  the  creating 
of  a  new  state  office  and  there  was 
some  talk  of  doing  it  last  winter,  that 
of  inspector  of  legislation.  He  would 
have  to  be  a  mighty  good  lawyer,  past 
master  of  the  art  of  framing  laws  foi 
the  legislature  to  consider  and  abh 
to  give  at  least  a  pretty  good  gues; 
whether  some  special  measure  woul< 
or  would  not  be  constitutional. 

The  attention  of  .  Gov.  Curtis  wa: 
called  to  this  matter  months  ago.  T< 
be  sure  there  is  nothing  very  new  U 
the  proposition,  but  it  might,  as  ? 
leading  lawyer  said  this  week,  "savt 
everybody  interested  a  lot  of  troubkV' 
The  measure  designed  for  the  relie. 
of  the  blind  was  carefully  prepared 
and    was    supposed   to    be   ready    to   g< 


into  effective  operation  at  once,  but 
there  will  be  now  a  delay  from  Junt 
to  December,  and  probably  longer  be- 
cause after  an  affidavit,  and  it  would 
be  in  the  eye  of  the  law.an  application 
has  been  filed,  and  an  examinatior 
made  the  payment  in  each  case  mus! 
be  ordered  by  the  executive  council 
No  one  blundered,  everybody  wantec 
to  be  good  to  the  blind  people  of  th« 
state,  but  the  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture was  a  long-  one,  and  that  waj 
actually  all  there  was  to  it. 
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Dr.  Wilbur 'X"OTHwnrn 

has  been  appointed  by  the  selectmen 
•is  examiner  of  the  blind  to  comply 
with  the  statute  passed  $y  the  last  leg- 
islature which  will  make  possible  the 
giving  by  the  state. of  a  pension  to  tlio 
blind  people.  In  applying  for  thesG 
pensions  they  will  pass  an  examination 
conducted  by  physicians  nam&d  by  the 
selectmen  and  Dr.  Dumps  -^yill  have 
charge  of  this  work  in.-  DexttrSand  vi- 
cinity. 


«WBIHHgWltore  lWbemGF  of  this 

y^-  ^ni  flffy  must  appoint  an  exam- 
inegfol^he  blind  in  compliance  with 
a  pension-for-t&PWtind  law  which 
was  passed  at  the  last  Legislature. 
Dr.  H.  E.  Hitchcock  sent  a  communi- 
cation to  the  board  reminding  them 
of  this  but  it  appears  that  tho  no  ap- 
pointment has  been  made,  City 
Physician  E.  B.  Buker  had  been  ap- 
proached on  the  subject.  The  matter 
was  tabled  until  the  next  meeting. 
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Maihe  Institution  Foi^gliflji 
Will  Observe  Event  on 
Oct.  18th. 

Great  plans  are  being'  made  for  an 
anniversary  celebration  at  the  Maine 
Institution  if  or  the  Blind  on  Oct.  18  th, 
when  there  will  be  a  variety  of  exer- 
cises* to  include  a  flag  raising,  a  big 
reception  and  social  hour. 

On  so  large  a  scale  are  the  com- 
mittee making  tlheir  arrangements, 
that  the  invitations  will  include  not 
only  representatives  from  the  numer- 
ous Portland  patriotic  societies,  but 
from  many  other  organizations  as 
well.  Among  those  to  whom  invitations 
will  go  out  will  ibe  the  members  of  the 
Colonial  Dames,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Thatcher  and 
Bos  worth  Relief  Corps,  G.  A.  R.,  to  the 
Sons  of  Veterans,  Daughters  of  "Veter- 
ans, Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
'%-.    r*~-;-T:--;    r-i :-.-•-    a^d      Savour      "^"nir0 

Club,  representatives     of  the  Portland 
(~Mvic    Club,    the    Grand    Dames,    Wom- 
an's Literary  Union  and  other  organ- 
izations.        ,    ,  u :„  llMm  ^,,„^_,_ 


lOaLw^ov,  7V\ciuu-A,e>,    G 


o>vy  vw.e.rc\,a.l. 


Already  several  applications  for  (he 
pension  of  the  nhn^aaafled  at  the  iast 


egislature,  have 
others  w^U  be  present- 
first  week  in  December, 
t  examination  of  applU 
held.  Applications  are 
town  and  city  clerks  and 
by  municipal  officers,  the  law  requiring 
municipalities  to  appoint  a  physician 
to  the  "olind,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
examine  the  applicants  and  qnVVT4LHig 


cants 
made 


■p. 
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CELEBRATE  SIXTH 

.ADVERSARY  OF 
■'If*'  BUND  WORKSHOP 

**""-TtTiJil Iiiimii 

Fitting  exercises  wiri  be  held  next 
Monday  to  mark  the  sixth  anniver- 
sary of  the  opening  of  the  workshop 
at  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
A  flag  will  be  raised  over  the  indus- 
trial building  in  honor  of  the  occasion. 
This  will  be  a  gift  from  William  J. 
Ryan,  the  president  of  the  Fraternal 
association  for  the  blind. 

A  program  of  interesting  features 
will  be  provided  and  there  will  be  a 
reception  in  Barker  hall  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  Clark  H.  Barker,  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Maxwell  Knight,  Mrs.  Frederick  M. 
Houghton  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall.  In- 
vitations have  been  extended  to  Gov. 
Curtis,  Mayor  Ingraham,  the  members 
of  the  city  council,  civic  associations 
and  other  bodies  to  attend  the  exer- 
cises. On  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  20, 
a  benefit  concert  will  be  held  in  Pyth- 
ian temple  at  which  some  exceptionally 
good  features  will  be  offered  by  the 
University  City  entertainers  and  the 
jtfozart  quartet. 

MILLARD  BALDWIN  lilt 
£TAR  RERFORMER  AT 
%  |HE JW00DF0RDS  CLUB 

That  weekly  supper  served  to  the 
members  of  the  Woodfords  club  FriH 
day  evening  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  in  the  history  of  the 
organization.  Millard  W.  Baldwin,  su- 
perintendent of  the  Maine  institute  fop 
the  sfiAiatfiMrtMintfcL  present  and  gave  som< 
most  delightful  readings. 

Poems  of  Holman  Day  were  rear, 
as  well  as  other  se  ections  and  so  wel 
was  the  performance  done  that  Mr 
Baldwin  was  called  upon  insistently 
for  encores.  There  were  other  gooc 
things  provided  by  the  committee  ir 
charge  of  the  program  that  served  t 
maikfi  the  evening  one  of  the  bigges 
the 
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the     Maine     Fra- 
for  tne^^Blmd,     a 


BLIND. 

Foi~ 
ternal  Association 
grand   concert   has   been   arranged   for 
the  evening  of  Oct.  20. 

The  affair  is  to  take  place  at  Pythian 
Temple,  and  the  University  City  En- 
tertainers of  Boston  have  been  en- 
gaged for  the  occasion  as  well  as  the 
Mozart  Quartet  of  Portland.  The  en- 
tertainment will  open   at  8   o'clock. 

The  ability  of  the  Mozart  Quartet  is 
well  known  to  Portland  people,  and  it 
is  said  that  the  University  City  En- 
tertainers rank  very  high  in  their  pro- 
fession. The  concert  is  being  looked 
ahead  to.withia  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

The  proceeds  of  these  annual  con- 
certs are  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind  of  this  State.— Advertisement. 
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DAUGHTERS  VETERANS 
WILL  BE  PRESENT  AT 
SIXTH  ANNIVERSARY 
INSTITUTE  OF  BLIND 


THe  members  of  Annie  A.  Gould 
tent,  Daughters  of  Veterans,  as  a  body 
have  received  an  invitation  to  be 
present  at  the  exercises  commemora 
tive  of  the  sixth  anniversary  of  the 
opening  of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
mhiiimtftthich  are  to  take  place  Mon- 
day, Oct.  18  at  two  in  the  afternoon  at 
the  buildings  of  the  institute  on  Park 
avenue.  There  will  be  a  flag  raising 
and  other  appropriate  exercises,  and 
the  Governor  and  mayor  are  to  be  the 
honor  guests  of  the  occasion.  The 
Maine  Fraternal  association  for  the 
Blind  has  the  event  In  charge.  The 
Daughters  of  Veterans  have  also  re- 
ceived an  invitation  _rom  the  auxiliary 
to  Shepley  camp,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
to  attend  the  supper  which  th< 
to  give  Monday  evening  at  6  0% 
atVJieir  hall   on  Consi 
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aIG  celebration 
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The  first  public  celebration  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  new 
workshop  at  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  will  take  place  tomorrow  aft- 
ernoon from  3  to  5,  when  "the  sixth  an- 
niversary of  the  opening-  will  be  ob- 
served. This  will  take  place  at  the 
school,  and  while  invitations  have  been 
sent  out  a  general  invitation  is  ex- 
tended to  the  public  to  participate  It 
is  expected  that  Governor  Curtis,  May- 
or Ingraham,  State  Master  C.  S.  Stet- 
son of  the  Maine  Grange,  and  others 
will  participate,  some  of  these  having 
indicated  their  intention  to  be  present. 

A  feature  of  the  occasion  will  be  the 
presentation  of  a  staff  and  American 
Flag  by  William  J.  Ryan,  president  of 
the  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind,  who,  while  giving  these  as  a  per- 
sonal gift,  presents  them  in  behalf  of 
the  association,  in  which  he  is  so  vi- 
tally interested.  Hon.  Charles  H.- Ran- 
dall, chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  school,  will  accept  the  Flag  and 
staff.  Mayor  Ingraham  will  give  an 
address,  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  will  give  an  ad- 
dress on  the  Flag. 

Inspection  of  the  workshop  will  fol- 
low, after  which  there  will  be  a  re- 
ception given  by  the  ladies  of  the 
board  of  the  school.  Mrs.  Clark  Bar- 
ker, Mrs.  Eleanor  Maxwell  Knight,  Mrs. 
A.  A.  Kendall  and  Mrs.  Frederick  J. 
Houghton  will  receive.  Mrs.  Millard 
W.  Baldwin,  wife  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  school,  will  serve,  assisted  by 
young  ladies  who  are  interested  in  the 
institution. 
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FLAG  MIS 


Mayor  William  M.  Ingraham,  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government,  and  City 
officials,  representatives  of  different 
local  patriotic  organizations,  as  well 
as  about  a  hundred  friends  of  the  in- 
stitution, were  in  attendance  this  aft- 
ernoon at  the  exercises  held  at  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  on  Park 
avenue  in  connection  with  the  Flag 
raising.  The  occasion  also  marked  the 
sixth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  institution  and  the  program  was 
arranged  as  a  form  of  observance. 

It  was  expected  tbalt  Governor  Cur- 
tis would  be  present,  but  because  of 
press  of  business  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
cline and  was  represented  by  John  P. 
MoConville,  secretary  to  the  State's 
chief  executive. 

The  exercises  opened  with  a'  session 
in  t!he  adiminiistration  builddnef  which 
was  public.  Remarks  were  made  by 
several  of  those  present.  Among  the 
guests  of  the  occasion  was  C.  S.  Stet- 
son, master  of  the  State  Grange.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting  the  party  acj^ 
journed  to  the  grounds  in  front  of  the^ 
big  building  where  the  Flag  raising 
took   place. 

Here  the  large  Flag,  which  William 
H\  Ryan,  president  of,  the  Fraternal 
Association  for  the  Blind,  was  held  by 
six  of  the  inmates  while  Mr.  Ryan 
and  Charles  H.  Randall,  president  of 
the  institution,  raised  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  to  the  mast  on  the  building. 


Oc-rob^v    iff-   ms. 
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The  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blmc 
will  celebrate  its  sixth  anniversary  to- 
day at  2  o'clock  with  a  very  pleasing 
patriotic  program  and  flag  raising.  Al 
the  patriotic  organizations  in  the  Cib 
have  been  invited  to  attend  and  al] 
have  accepted.  The  Maine  Daughter,'; 
of  1812,  the  Thatcher  Relief  Corps  ancl 
the  G.  A.  R.  are  planning  to  attend 
and  the  occasion  will  be  out  of  the 
ordinary  and  altogether  interesting. 
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"%  fo  iflS  36TH  ANNUAL 
W.    j:    Ryan    will   soon    start   on    his 
annual  tour  through  Maine,  selling  the 
Old  Farmer's  almanacs  for  the  coming 
year. 

Though  totally  blind  he  has  made  35 
yearly  trips.  As  this  is  his  36th  annual 
trip    he    wishes   to    make   it   a    banner 

lyear.  - 

1    His  second  2X)  year   contract  will  be 

lup  in  192#,  which  will  be  his  last  tr:p. 

I  Kindly  save  him  your  orders  and  he 

Ivill  appreciate  it. 

|  Mr.  Ryan  as  general  agent  for  the 
Maine  institution  for  the  blind,  also 
president  of  Maine  Fraternal  associa- 
tion-for  the  blind  would  like  the  ad- 
dress of  all  brfljy  persons  in  the  State. 

Portland,  Maine. 


FLAG  RAISING  IS 
A  NOTABLE  EVENT 
H.JNST.  FOR  BLIND 


Yesterday  afternoon  at  3  o'clock  at 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
there  were  flag-  raising-  exercises,  in 
which  a  number  of  prominent  Port- 
i  landers  took  part  ,and  to  which  tha 
various  patriotic  bodies  had  been  in- 
vited. 

Visitors  were  shown  over  the  in- 
stitution by  Supt.  Millard  Baldwin 
jand  the  matron,  Mrs.  Barker,  and 
Miss  Agnes  Cormier  and  Miss  Ger- 
trude Daisy  sang  and  played  for  the 
visitors,  while  Miss  Daisy  read  from 
the  raised  letter  Bible.  She  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  of  the  inmates 
and  was  for  thirteen  years  a  student 
j  at  the  Perkins  Institute   in  Boston. 

The  flag  raising  took  place  in  front 
I  of  the  workshop.  Wm.  J.  Ryan 
through  whose  influence  the  Blind  In- 
stitution became  a  reality  and  who 
has  worked  so  hard  for  it,  gave  the 
handsome  flag  and  the  flag  pole  to  the 
institution. 

The  exercises  were  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  A,  A.  Kendall,  one  of  the  direc- 
tors and  representing  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  ex- Mayor 
Charles  H.  Randall  also  of  the  direc- 
tors acted  as  chairman  of  the  after- 
noon program  and  introduced  the 
speakers. 

The  flag  was  attached  to  the  hal- 
yards and  while  several  of  the  blind 
inmates  held  its  folds  Mr.  Ryan  said 
"In  behalf  of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  I  am  pleased  to  present 
this  flag  for  its  keeping,"  and  he  then 
hoisted  the  emblem  to  the  handsome 
new  flagstaff  where  it  unfolded  itself 
to  the   light  breeze. 

After  the  flag  raising  Chairman 
Randall,  Mayor  Ingraham.  John  P. 
McConviUe,    prlvati  try,    repre- 

senting   Gov.    Curtis,    and    Mrs.    A.    A. 
Kendall    made   appropriate   speeches.. 
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WILLIAM  J.  RYAN. 
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vv.  J.  Ryan  will  soon  start  on- his 
annual  tour  through  Maine,  'selling 
the  Old  Parmer's  Almanacs  for  the 
coming-  year.  Though  totally  blind  he. 
has  made  35  yearly  trips.  Aslffrt 
his  36  annual  trip  he  wishes  to  make 
jit  a  banner  year.  His  second  20  year 
contract  will  be  up  in  1920  which  will 
jbe  his  last  trip.  Kindly  save  him 
| your  orders  he  will  appreciate  it.  Mr. 
Ryan  as  general  agent  for  the  Maine 
institution  for  the  Blind  also  president 
of  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind  would  like  the  address  of  all 
blind  persons  in  the  State.  Address  20 
Avon  street,  Portland,  Me. 

PLEASING  PKUUKAM 

BENEFIT  FOR  BLIND 

University     City     Entertainers 
Were   Enthusiastically  Re- 
0  ceivld  Lest  Evening. 


&X 


nivers-Ly  City  Entertainers  of 
Boston  proved  themselves  to  be  an  ex- 
ceedingly versatile  aggregation  last 
evening  in  Pythian  temple  when  they 
were  heard  in  a  program  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Maine  Fraternal  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Blind,  and  so  much 
pleased  was  the  large  audience  with 
their  offerings  that  they  were  re- 
called times  without  number.  Those 
making  up  the  company  are  Miss  Edith 
R.  MarshaU,  Miss  Clara  E.  Frost,  Miss 
Florence  A.  King  and  Edwin  E.  Pow- 
ell. All  are  exceedingly  pleasing  in 
their  individual  lines  of  work  and  the 
program  they  presented  caUed  only  for 
the  highest  praise. 

Assisting  in  the  concert  was  the 
J&lozart  quartet,  in  which  Freder'ck  A. 
Kennedy,  Howard  R.  Stevens,  Joseph 
Whitney  and  Harry  F.  Merrill,  gave 
some  effective  vocal  numbers,  as  was 
to  be  expected  from  the  soloists  of 
tjheir  accomplishments.  They  were 
<jlown  for  three  numbers  and  in 
the  skill  and  finish  of  their  perfor- 
mance delighted  their  hearers.  The 
program   follows: 

Quartet— •'Xo'-tingham    Hunt".  .Dullard 
^Trio: 

(a)    Allegretto    Jadaseohon 

'(b)   Andante    , Jadassohn 

Reading— "Who's  Afraid"    Cooke 

Miss  King. 

Piano    solo— "Barcoroile" Rubinstein 

Miss  Frost. 
Swiss  hand  bells— "Chimes  of  Nor- 
mandy"          Planquette 


Violin  solo: 

(a)  "Prayer,   from  the  Jewels   of        ; 
Madona"  Wolf-Ferrari  i 

(b)  "Scherzo"    Van  Goensj 

Mr.  Powell. 
Xylophone     solo— "William     Tell".. 

Rossini 

Mies  Marshall. 

Quartet— "A  Perfect  Day"    Bond 

Miss  King. 
Musical  Iyer,  violin,  piano— "Beauti- 
ful Eyes"   ••   Tosti 

Heading— "Anti-Suffrage"     

'Miss  King. 
Swiss   hand    bells— 'Tone   Pictures" 

Bendix 

HHtrtet— "Old    Black    Joe"    

Stevens  Foster 

The  officers  of  the  Maine  Fraternal 
aesociaiion  are:  President,  W.  J.  Ryan; 
vice  president,  F.  C.  Baker;  secretary,} 
C.  E.  Debec;  treasurer,  C.  L.  Cotton;; 
with  this  committee  of  arrangements: 
U.  S,  Lyon,  Charles  E.  Debec,  Ciar-! 
ence   Bragdon. 


PoT-'tLauvucL,  W|a/iY\e/>    o^jvress. 


PORTLAND  PAST 
AND  PRESENT] 

SITE  OF  OLD  CITY  ALMSHOUSE. 


Few  institutions  of  an  educational  | 
character  have  been  of  the  value  to  I 
the  State  at  large-  that  has  charac- 
terized the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
blind  on  Park  avenue.  Here  those 
who  are  handicapped  by  loss  or  ab- 
sence of  sight  are  cared  for  and  taught 
useful  trades  by  which  they  may  earn 
a  livelihood  on  leaving  the  work  rooms 
of  the  school. 

Ground  was  broken  for  this  insti- 
tution July  13,  1908  by  William  J. 
Ryan,  one  of  the  hardest  workers  in 
past  years  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
c.  d  suffering  the  same  affliction.  The 
site  was  close_  to  that  of  the  old  City 
Farm,  which  was  demolished  some; 
time  previously  and  its  location  trans -i 
fered   to   Brighton  avenue. 

The  school  consists  of  two  depart- 
ments, the  administration  building 
facing  on  Park  avenue  and  the     work 


rooms  slightly  in  the  rear.  In  .  the 
latter  is  taught  chair  caning",  broom 
making,  upholstering,  mattress  mak- 
ing and  other  useful  things  of  differ- 
ent  character. 

The  first  $1,000  raised  to  start  the 
project  of  erecting. the  institution  was 
the  proceeds  of  a  concert  given  by 
the  Gorham  Dames  with  Helen  K^^g 
as  the  chief  attraction.  To  this'  were 
added  many  in-dividual  contributions, 
large  and  small,  and  the  legislature  of 
1908  appropriated  $40,000,  after  which 
the  beginning  was  the  matter  of  but 
a  few  months.  The  cost  of  the  build- 
ing equipment  was  over  $50,000  and  It 
accommodates  pupils  from  all  sec- 
tions of  the  State,  removing  a  large 
share  of  responsibilty  and  expense 
from  those  who  are  guardians  or  rel- 
atives of  blind  men  and  women. 

The  old  almshouse,  which  formerly 
stood  near  the  present  site  of  the  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind,  was  torn  down 
about  1904. ,  In  the  meantime  the 
present  City  Home  was  erected  on 
Brighton  avenue  not  far  from  the 
Westbrook  line.  The  inmates  of  the 
old  Institution  were  removed  to  the 
jQ.ew  one  as  soon  as  it  was  completed. 


Ppytla.-rvd,  TVtei^wg-  >    Qu-^g-uoS 


BYAN  WILL  MAKE  36thlNNl 
RIP,  WITH  FARMER'S  ALMANACS 


SIP  -i     '  l?S?|| 


:illlil 


W.  J.  RYAN. 


W.  J.  Ryan  will  soon  start  on  his 
annual  tour  through  Maine,  selling- 
the  Old  Farmer's  Almanacs  for  the 
coming*  year.  Though  totally  blind 
he  has  made  thirty-five  yearly  trips. 
As  this  is  his  thirty-sixth  annual  trip 
he  wishes  to  make  it  a  banner  year. 
His  second  twenty  year  contract  will 
bje  up  in  1920,  which  will  be  his  last 
trip.  Kindly  save  him  your  orders, 
he   will  appreciate   it. 

Mr.  Ryan,  as  general  agent  for  .the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  •tTlinrinWiiJftr 
ipresident  of  Maine  Fraternal  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind,  would  like  the  ad- 
dress of  all  blind  persons"  in  the 
State.  Address,  20  Avon  street,  Port- 
land.  Maine. 


ro^rtLa^wcL,  YVvanYi^,    S^^ 
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8Hfl  INSTITUTE 

Board  of  Directors  by  Unan- 
imous Vote  Honor  William 
J.  Byan,  Whose  Devotion 
To  Afflicted  Made  Insti- 
tute Possible. 

The  workshop  at  the  Maine  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  will  be  called  the 
Ryan  Building".  This  action  was  tak- 
en last  evening  at  the  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors,  the  action  be- 
ing decided  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
This  movement  however,  was  the 
crystalization  of  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  the.  members  of  the  board 
at  the  recent  Frag  raising  and  the 
proof  of  their  sincerity  was  shown  by 
last  evening's  action,  .  when  every 
member  voted  fc;r  the  name  of  "Ryan 
Building." 

There  was  at  first  a  difference  of 
ooinion  as  to  whether  the  building 
should  be  named  just  Ryan  or  Wil- 
liam  J.    Ryan,    but   after    some    discus- 


sion  it  was  voted  to  give  the  name 
Ryan,  the  reason  being-  that  there  is 
in  Maine  only  one  Ryan  in  this  work, 
and  that  one  the  man  to  whose  in- 
fluence is  due  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 

.Morrill  X.  Drew,  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  directors,  said  that  in  his 
opinion  there  was  no  man  in  Maine 
so  well  known  from  Kittery  Point  to 
Fort  Kent,  as  William  J.  Ryan,  who 
though  sightless  has  been  able  to 
make  his  living  and  do  a  vast  amount 
of  work  for  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  The  directors  very  open- 
ly expressed  themselves  at  the  Flag 
raising  as  to  the  justice  of  the  the 
svork  shop  being  called  the  Ryan 
Building. 

William  •  J.  Ryan,  for  three  years 
went  to  the  Legislature  with  his  ap- 
peal for  a  State  institution  for  the 
blind,  and  was  each  time  turned 
down.  However,  he  did  not  lose  cour- 
age, but  'went  the  fourth  year  with 
the  influence  of  the  Grange  and  the 
Maine  club  women  behind  him,  and 
this  so  shaped  opinion  that  the  bill 
was  passed  with  -an  appropriation  of 
$40,000  to  begin  the  work  and  the  in- 
stitution has  been  maintained  almost 
entirely  by  the  State  since  that  time. 
The  incorporators  were,  William  J. 
Ryan,  J.  Calvin  Knapp,  Morrill  X. 
Drew. 

The  Gorham  Dames  of  this  City, 
have  shows  a  great  interest  in  the 
tvork  from  the  start,  and  raised  in  the 
sarly  days  of  the  movement  more  than 
a  thousand  dollars  with  which  to  be- 
gin a  campaign  among  the  women's 
clubs.  The  committee,  from  this  or- 
ganization were:  Mrs.  Clark  H.  Barker, 
chairman;  .  Mrs.  .  Elinor  Maxwell 
Knight,  secretary,  and  •  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Kendall.  These  three  women  have 
since  been  placed  upon  the  board  of 
management..  The  Portland  members 
of  the  board  of  directors  are  now: 
Charles  H.  Randall,  president;  S.  C. 
Ripley,  vice  president;  Morrill  X. 
Drew,  treasurer;  George  Kavanaugh,  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  J.  Calvin  Knapp, 
Plarry  Butler,  George  F.  West,  Fred- 
erick W.  Hinckley,  Joseph  B.  Reed, 
Percival  P.  Baxter,  Arthur  Farns- 
Worth,  Fred  P:  Jordan,  Mrs.  Clark  H. 
Barker,  Mrs.  Elinor  Maxwell  Knight, 
Mrs.  Frederick  M.  Houghton,  Mrs.  A. 
A.  Kendall  and  Millard  M.  Baldwin, 
clerk  of  the  corporation. 


W.  J.  Ryan  will  soon  start  on  his 
[annual  tour  through  Maine,  selling 
the  Old.  Parmer's  Almanacs  for  the 
[Coming-  year.  Though  totally  l^w^^e 
has  made  35  yearly  trips.  As  this  is 
his  36  annual  trip  he  wishes  to  make 
it  a  banner  year.  His  second  20  year 
contract  will  be  up  in  1920  which  will 
be  his  last  trip.  Kindly  save  him 
your  orders  he  Will  appreciate  it.  Mr. 
Ryan  as  general  agent  for  the  Maine 
i. Institution  for  the  Blind  also  president 
of  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind  would  like  the  address  of  ali 
blind  persons  in  the  State.  Address  20 
Avon  street,  Portland,   Me. 


Lx  ew  usiTo>^  ,  VyU^vw^,     S 


— W.  J.  Ryan  will  soon  start  on  his 
(annual  tour  through  Maine,  selling  the 
[Old  Farmer's  Almanac  for  the  com- 
ling  year.  Though  totally. J^Bajjj&ie  has 
made   35   yearly   trips.     As   this   is   his 

J36  annual  trip  he  wishes  to  make  it 
a  banner  year.  His  second  20  year 
contract  will  be  up  in  1920  which  will 
be  his  last  trip.  Mr.  Ryan  as  general 
agent  for  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 

j  Blind  also  president  of  Maine  Frater- 
nal  Association     for   the   Blind   would 

i  like  the  address  of  all  blind  persons  in 

i  the  State.  Address  20  Avon  street, 
Portland,    Me.    - 


.DauVKgor-,  TYlauuwe^,     W.€.t>j-s. 


Y\oV-e^wube/-r 
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Miss,  Maude  Jone^,  daughter  of  Mr. 
;-n:l  ifrs.  Aipiionzo  Jcnes  of  Washburn. 
formerly  of  Presque  Isle,  took  the 
mg  train  for  Portland  where  she 
will  edter  the  newly  established  school 
for  the  blind.  Miss  Jones  took  a  five 
-years  com  sl^flfWusic  and  other  studies 
in  Boston  previous  to  coming  home  for 
a  prolonged  rest.  She  is  a  talented 
singer  and  is  very  anxious  to  progress 
in  branches  of  learning.  Her  affliction 
was  caused  by  falling  when  a  child 
three  years  old,  and  sticking  the  point 
of  a  pair  of  scissors  in  one  eye.  The 
inflammation  spread  to  the  other  eye 
and  utter  blindness  resulted. 


T>. 


o-rtLaLvudU,  )Vla/tw^  ,     £-^kress 
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EW  EXAMINER 
FOR 


BATH 


BATH,  Nov.  4.— ^Special  to  the 
lxpress-Advertisei\) — Dr.  Warren  E. 
"ershner  has  been  chosen  special  ex- 
aminer of  the  blind  for  the  city  in 
conformity  with  the  new  law.  Dr. 
Kershner  is  away  at  present  but  it  is 
believed  that  he  will  accept.  He  was 
elected  to  this  position  by  the  board 
of  aldermen  last  evening-  over  two 
other  physicians  not  one  of  whom  was 
a  candidate  or  knew  that  the  matter 
was  to  be  considered.  Examinations 
of  the  blind  are  to  be  made*  twice  a 
year,    once    in    December    and    once    in 


— — j-k:  q  ^>^  b  **-*~  >  o  ■>   » °r »  5 - 

I  At  the  meeting  of.  the  city  council  on 
Monday  evening:,  application  for  the 
state  pension  for  the  blind  under  Chap- 
ter 109  of  the  laws:'?iof*l915  ItttPMM* 
by  Calvin  S.  Adams,  B.  Frank  Adams, 
George   Steen,   Benjamin   Boyd,   Robert 

j Grass,  Mariner  Coaldwell  and  Nathan- 
iel  P.  Martin.       The  applications  have 

jbeen  referred  to  Dr.  W.  H.  Bunker,  re- 
cently appointed  physician  to  the  blind 
under  the  new  law,  who  Will  hold  an 
examination  of  the  applicants  during- 
the  first  week  In  December.  The 
committee  on  Chase  Poor  fund  recom- 
mended the  disbursement  of  $250  to 
beneficiaries,  the  recommendation  be- 
ing- adopted.       If.  K.  Dyer  presented  a 

I  claim  of  $59  to  the  Council  for     sheep 

[killed  by  dog-s,  V3$tich  Was  ordered 
through  the  regular  course.  A  letter 
was  refceiveJWrom  the  Washington 
County  Anti/Tuberculosis  association, 
conveying**-no  the  city  council  the 
thanks  of  that  society  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $50  made  by  the  city     for 

httfce  work  of  the  association,  and  the 
samfc*  was  ordered  on  file.  The  monthly 

J  accounts  were  passed  after  which  the 
council  adjourned. 


Fojrtla^-ywct,   W\a,wie^,    Gu- 
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VCity  Clerk  Alexander  G.  Wilson 
wishes  to  announce  for  the  benefit  of 
those  interested  in  the  law  recently 
'passed  by  the  last  State  Legislature 
[providing  aid  for  the  needy  blind  that 
he  has  communicated  with"3¥W?  -'©wt-re- 
tary  of  State  and  secured  the  follow- 
ing- information  on  that  subject:  The 
'first  examination  will  be  made  during 
;the  first  week  of  December,  and  the 
necessary  blanks  will  be  forwarded 
to  him,  just  prior  to  that  date,  and 
they  may  be  procured  from  him  by 
those  who  wish  them,  at  that  time. 


1  o^r'fcta.YicL ,  WLa^vwj^  >    o-fkre/SS. 
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tX/es-Kb-roc^Kr. 


City  Clerk  Alexander  G.  Wilson 
wishes  to  announce  that  he  has  com- 
municated with  the  secretary  of  State 
and  secured  the  following-  information 
concerning-  the  law  providing  aid  for 
the  needy,j^g|gjgtf  The  first  examina- 
tion will  be  made  during  the  first  week  j 
of  December  and  the  necessary  blanks 
will  be  sent  to  him  shortly  before  that 
date  and  they   may  be   obtained  from 


Wm 


Jp  udLdLe^ov*oC»  YV1  fluuvy e»  >  Jov.-rYi^^X 


Examination    To  Be  Made  of    Appli- 
cants Under  Statute  for  the 
||$\       Needy  Blind. 

In  connection  with  the  law  passed] 
by  the  last  state  legislature  provid- 
ing aid  for  the  needy  blind  the  first 
examination  will  l^'m^Wfuring  the 
first  week  of  December,  and  the  nec- 
essary blanks  may  be  procured  from 
the  city  clerks  in  either  city  by  those 
who  wish  them. 

Section  4  of  the  new  statute  says: 
"Persons  claiming  the  benefits_pro-i 
vided  herein  may  go  before  the  city, 
town  or  plantation  clerk  where  they 
reside,  and  make  affidavit  to  the  facts 
which  bring  them  within  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  and  said  affidavit 
shall  be  deemed  an  application  for 
said  benefit;  and  said  city,  town  or 
plantation  clerk  shall  transmit  the 
same,  together  with  the  affidavit  of 
two  witnesses,  residents  of  the  same 
county,  as  to  the  places  and  time  of 
residences  of  said  applicants,  to  the 
municipal:  officers  of  the  city,  town  or 
plantation  in  which  said  blind  per- 
sons  reside." 


.T^  Y-irLauv^di^jm.A.^  o^ ,  "p- 
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PINE  PROGRAM  FOR 
CONCERT  FOR  BLIND 
A  very  interesting  progjjiHHMiMBas 
rendered  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  at  the  first  con- 
cert of  the  season.  These  affairs  are 
of  great  inierevst  and  entertainment  to 
the  school.  The  Zarita  orchestra  gave 
several  delightful  selections  which 
were  greatly  appreciated  and  which 
certainly  contributed  toward  the  suc- 
cess of  the  concert.  Vocal  numbers 
were  rendered  by  Mi\  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Alvah  N.  Kitchen,  and 
Silas  Burbank,  all  of  a  very  enter-ain- 
ing  order.  A  humorous  selection  was 
given  by  mixed  voices  which  added 
much  to  the  amusement  of  the  pro- 
gram. Miss  Caroline  Huston,  a  pupil 
of  Miss  Estel'-e  Berry,  held  the  atten- 
tion of  everyone  with  her  readings,  and 
was  obliged  to  come  back,  repeatedly. 
(The  entire  program  was  rendered  as 
follows:  Selection,  Zarita  orchestra; 
vocal  due*,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Johnson;  reading,  Miss  Caroline  Hous- 
ton; selection,  orchestra;  vocal  solo, 
Mrs.  Kitchen;  reading,  Miss  Houston; 
vocal  selection,  sextet;  mandola  se- 
lection, Mr.  Johnson;  selection,  orches- 
tra; reading,  Miss  Houston;  vocal  solo, 
Mrs.   Johnson;    selection,   orchesra. 


Ea/vugor,     VVLaJuvt  fc  ,    Y\^,WS. 
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According  "to "  an  act:  passed  at  the 
last . i  legislature  for.  the  relief:  of  the 
.needy,  blind,.  th,os,e  found  deserving,  are 
:t,o  reoe|$P*e.rqm  jhe,f  state  .treasurylth-e 
sum; of  $300, per  year  file  .selectmen  of 
SkoV/hega^liay,e;-.  appointed  E>r..  Oliver 
■€aza,  examiner,, .,'an.d  during  the  first 
week  in  Decern  £ey  trill ; receive  applica- 
tions in  order  that  local  .cases  may  be 
inA^stigated. 


Cb-i^g-uuS-Cai.  >   YWauuw€^,  Jo-uurvva/t 
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appointed  by  the  municipal  officers  to 
serve  aaf  medical  .examiner  under  Chap- 
ter 109,  Public  Laws  of  1915,  to  examine 
those  making  applications  for  the  pension 
of  needy  blind  of  the  town.  The  chapter 
asserts  that  all  bliml  (|^t.hp.  town,  over 
the  age  of  2J4**#m5 are  not  inmates  of 
some  charitable  or  penal  institute  and 
whose  income  is  less  than  $300  a  year,  are 
entitled  to  a  pension.  Town  Clerk  Brad- 
bury received  recently  the  .  application 
blanks  for  the  above  purpose  and  appli- 
cation, must  be  made  before  the  first 
week  of  December  or  not  until  June,  as 
these  examinations  are  made  twice  a 
year. 


U&'uPiSirP'n^  •>  7yia^v\e>»     S~<^vu 
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animations  for  State  0,'1iijlfl^fal>i 
will  be  held   the  first   week   in   Bee: 
her.      King-field   has   one   applicant   audi 
one  from  Dead  River  will  be  examined 
here 


kawSt^vonrj",  YWa»ivi^>    SewtvAeU 


Yesterday  was  the-daie  for  the  entrv 
of  applications  by  the  blind  for  state  aid 
at  the  city  clerk's  office,  and  live  was 
the  number  filed.  Those  who  are  total- 
ly blind,  who  have  been  residents  ot 
Maine  ten  yeiws,  are  21  years  of  age, 
and  whose  earning  capacity  or  income 
is  less  than  $300  ,neryear,  receive  a  pen- 
sion of  $260  yearly  from  the  state, 
payable  in  four  qui^.terly  installments, 


Q"w<3-^st^  >  JVnauuyue  ^    Jo 
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OR.  S.  J.  BEACH  ELECTED 
EXAMINER  OF  BLIND 
WEDNESDAY  MORNING 


Under  Provisions  of  Section  5  of 
Chapter  109  of  Public  Laws  of 
1915 — Synopsis  of  Law  Ar- 
ranged by  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil. 


The  municipal  officers  met  at  10 
o'clock  Wednesday  morning  in  the  al- 
dermen's room  at  City  Hall  for  the 
purpose  of  electing-  an  examiner  of  the 
blind  under  the  provisions  of  Section  5 
of  Chapter  109  of  the  Public  Laws  of 
1915,  which  law  is  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  needy  blind  residents 
of  Maine,"  and  the  choice  of  the  board 
was  Dr.  Sylvester  J.  Beach. 

A  comprehensive  synopsis  of  the  law 
in  question  is  found  in  the  following 
circular  issued  earlier  in  the  season  by 
the  Governor  and  Council: 

This  circular  is  issued  for  the  in- 
formation of  municipal  officers  and 
others  interested  in  the  law  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  1915  for  relief  of  the 
needy  blind. 

The  law  will  not  take  effect  until 
;July,  1915. 

Applicants  must  be  examined  during 
the  first  week  of  June  or  December  of 
each  year  by  an  examiner  appointed  by 
the  municipal  officers.  They  cannot  be 
examined  in  June,  1915,  for  the  reason 
that  the  law  does  not  take  effect  until 
July,  as  stated  above.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  no  examination  can  take 
place  until  the  first  week  of  December, 
1915. 

Applicants  must  go  before  the  clerk 
of  municipality   in    which   they   live   to 


make  affidavit  to  the  facts  upon  which 
their  claim  is  based. 

Clerks  will  transmit  these  affidavits, 
together  with  the  affidavit  of  two  wit- 
nesses in  each  case,  residents  of  the 
same  county,  as  to.  the  places  and 
time  of  residence  of  the  applicants,  to 
the  municipal  officers  of  the  place  in 
which   said  blind  persons  reside. 

Said  municipal  officers  will  forward 
the  applications  to  the  Examiner  ofj 
the  Blind,  who  will  have  an  office  in  j 
their  municipality  during-  the  first! 
week  of  June  and  December  of  each 
year,  not  including  June,  1915. 

Applicants  will  be  examined  once 
each  year,  in  June  or  December,  and! 
at  no   other  time. 

No  blanks  will  be  needed, other  than 
those  with  which  the  municipal  clerks 
will  be  provided  by  the  State. 

The  Examiner  of  the  blind  will,  after| 
making  the  examination,  forthwith  re- 
turn the  applications,  with  his  certifi-i 
cate  thereon,  to  the  municipal  officers! 
from  whom  they  came. 

The  municipal  officers  will  make 
record  of  the  applications  as  provided 
in  the  law,  and  transmit  them  to  the 
Governor  and  Council  on  or  before  the 
20th  of  June  and  December  in  each 
year,  but  not  before  December,  1915. 

Blind  persons  belonging  to  the  fol- 
lowing classes  are  not  eligible  to  bene*N 
fit  under  this   law: 

Persons  who  are  inmates  of  any 
charitable  or  penal  institution  of  the 
State,  or  of  a'riy  county  or  city  thereof. 
Persons  having  an  income  of  more 
than  $300  per  year,  or  able  to  earn  the 
same. 

Persons  who  have  not  resided  with- 
in the  State  of  Maine  ten  years  con- 
tinuously and  in  their  respective  coun-! 
ties  one  year  immediately  prior  to  their 
application. 

Persons  under  21  years  of  age. 
Persons  coming  within  the  provis- 
ions of  this  law  shall,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Governor  and  Council,  receive 
as  a  benefit  $200  per  year,  in  quarterly 
payments;  the  first  payment  being  due 
three  months  after  the  approval  of  the 
application  by  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil. No  payments  will  be  made  prior  to 
the  issue  of  the  State  Auditor's  war- 
rant for  March,  1916. 


Bootkki^xy,    lUa.'vwo  ,   ~R,(Lq'uS-te-^ 


^Pensions  for  the  Blind 

Town  Clerk  W.  T.  Marr  has  re- 
jived  the  blank  applications  for  pensions 
the  blind  under  a  new  state  law. 
lese  blanks  may  be  had  upon  application 
to  him.  Applicants  for  the  pension  must 
swear  out  an  affidavit  for  the  town  clerk 
who  will  notify  the  selectmen.  The 
selectmen  will  appoint  a  physician  to 
examine  the  applicant.  The  pension  is 
$200  a  year,  paid  in  quarterly  installments 
of  $50.  No  one  whose  income  is  $300  or 
oveW  year  can  receive  the  pension. 


uewustoyu,  Wla-uvu^ 


jm  THE  UEEDY  BUM 


Cit^  (mC  Lemaire  Has  Received  Five 
Applications    for    State   Aid. 


City  Clerk  Lemaire  has  received,  to 
date,  five  applications  for  State  aid 
for  the  needy  blind,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  legislative  act  which  be- 
comes operative  December  1.  A1  per 
annum  benefit  of  $200. is  allowed. 

No  bind  person  is  eligible  who  has 
not  lived  in  Lewiston  a  year  and  in 
this  county  10  years,  who  is  a  minor, 
or  who  is  an  inmate  of  a  penal  or 
charitable    institution. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Fitzmaurice  has  been  ap- 
pointed an  examiner  by  Mayor  Brann 
and  will  begin  examinations  the  first 
-1-  ^n    December. 


_B«3u"tk^  ,    "VW^vl^     ,       Ji 
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William  J.  Ryan,  the  blind  man 
from  Portland,  who  has  beest.  travel- 
ing through  the  State  the  past  36 
years,  selling  Farmers'  Almanacs, 
was  on  his  annual  visit  to  Bath  Fri 
day  visiting  his  regular  cu  ^m 
ers  and  adding  new  ones  to  his  list. 
Mr.  Ryan  is  an  energetic  worker  in 
the  interest  of  the  blind  people  in 
Maine,  and  is  the  father  of  the  pen- 
sion bill,  which  allows  $200  a  year 
to  blind  persons  who  are  wholly  de- 
pendent and  are  worthy.  Mr.  Ryan 
in  his  travels  has  been  informed  that 
some  people  are  trying  to  secure  pen- 
sions for  blind  people  who  are  not 
dependent,  and  the  money  to  be  used 
toward  the  support  of  members  of 
the  family  who  are  not  blind.  Mr. 
Ryan  says  that  he  will  use  every  en- 
deavor to  bring  such  people  to  jus- 
tice, as  there  is  a  fine  and  imprison- 
ment for  such  cases.  Mr.  Ryan  is 
greatly  disturbed  over  the  report  that 
he  is  a  man  of  means.  He  says  that 
he  does  he  will  not  have  enough  to 
pay  his  living  expenses  very  long.  He 
only  wished  that  the  report  that  he 
was  well  to  do  was  true. 


Needy  BUnd  applicants  for  relief 
should  make  apprfcation  with  City  | 
Clerk  during  the  first  week  of  De-i 
£em!ber. — Advertisement. 


I       >|  {(1*©^   OARE    OF    BLIND 

Jtate  Will  Give  Needy  Ones  Pension 
of  Two  Hundred  Dollars 

he  following  circular  has  been  is- 
suM  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in 
relation  to  the  new  law  entitled  "An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  the  needy  blind 
residents  of  Maine,"  for  the  informa- 
tion of  municipal  officers  and  others 
interested  in  the  law  passed  by  the 
last  Legislature. 

The  law  will  not  take  effect  until 
July,  1915. 

Applicants  must  be  examined  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  June  or  Decem- 
ber of  each  year  hy  an  examiner  ap- 
pointed by  the  municipal  officers. 
They  cannot  be  examined  in  June, 
1915,  for  the  reason  that  the  law 
does  not  take  effect  until  July,  as 
stated  aibove.  It  will  be  seen,  there- 
fore, that  no  examination  can  take 
place  until  the  week  of  December, 
1915. 

Applicants  must  go  before  the 
clerk ,  of  municipality  in  which  they 
live  to  make  affidavit  to  the  facts  up- 
on which  their   claim  is  based. 

■Clerks  will  transmit  these  affi- 
davits, together  with  the  affidavit  of 
two  witnesses  in  each  case,  residents 
of  the  same  county,  as  to  the  places 
and  time  of  residence  of  the  appli- 
cants, to  the  municipal  officers  of  the 
place  in  which  said  blind  persons  re- 
side. 

Said  municipal  officials  will  for- 
ward the  applications  to  the  Exam- 
iner of  the  Blind,  who  will  have  an 
office  in  their  municipality  during  the 
first  week  of  June  and  Decemiber  of 
each  year,  not  including  June,  1915. 


Applicants  will  be  examined  once 
each  year,  in  June  or  December,  and 
at  no   other  time. 

»  No  blanks  will  be  needed  other 
than  those  with  which  the  municipal 
clerks  will  be  provided  by  the  State. 

The   Examiner    of  the   Blind   will, 
after  making  the  examination,  forth- 
with return  the  application?,  with  his 
certificate  thereon,  to  the  municipal 
r*icers   from  Whom   they  came. 

The  Munic|pal  officers  will  make 
record  of  the  applications  as  provid- 
ed in  the  law ;  and  transmit  them  to 
the  Governor  and  Council  on  or  be- 
fore the  20th  of  June  and  p— — -  •    .■•' 

in  each  year,  but  not  befors  "mem- 
ber,  1915. 

Blind  persons  belonging  !  •  f'  ^  fol- 
lowing classes  are  not  eligible  co  ben- 
efit under  this  law: 

Persons  who  are  inmates  of  any 
charitable  or  penal  institution  of  the 
State,  or  of  any  county  or  city  there- 
of. 

Persons  having  an  income  of  more 
than  $300  per  year,  or  able  to  earn 
the  same. 

Persons  who  have  not  '  resided 
within  the  State  of  Maine  ten  years 
continuously  and  in  their  respective 
counties  one  year  immediately  prior 
to    their   application. 

Persons  under  21  years  of  age. 

Persons  coming  within  the  provis- 
ions of  this  law  shall,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Governor  and  Council, 
receive  as  a  benefit  $200  per  year,  in 
quarterly  payments;  the  first  pay- 
ment being  due  three  months  after 
the  approval  of  the  application  by 
the  Governor  and  Council.  No  pay- 
ments will  be  made  prior  to  the  issue 
Df  the  State  Auditor's  warrant  for 
March,  1916. 
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INVITED  TO  ATTEND 
££0^5™  CO.  MINSTRELS 

Inmates  at     institute     for  the 

Blind     and     Friendless 

Boys  to  be  Guests. 


The  Maine  Institute  *—  ■'[pf  ,|THWiifl 
and  the  Maine  Home  for  Friendless 
Boys  have  been  extended  an  invitation 
to  attend  the  afterpoon  performance  of 
local  talent  minstrels  to  be  presented 
by  the  5th  Co.,  Coast  Artillery  corps, 
National  Guard  Slate  of  Maine. 

A  great  deal  of  effort  is  being  exert- 
ed by  those  in  charge  to  make  this  pro- 
duction of  interest  from  start  to  finieh. 
Nothing  but  strickly  up-to-date  songs 
and  music  are  being  used.  Harold  E. 
Farrington  who  has  been  instrumental 
in  producing  the  U.  C.  T.  productions 
for  the  last  few  years,  ha3  the  music 
in  charge  and  is  being  ably  assisted  by 
W.  E.  Chandler,  the  well  known  band 
leader. 

The  end  men  and  interlocuter  have 
had  their  heads  together  for  some  time, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  great  many 
original  and  funny  jokes  will  be  thrust 
at  the  unsuspecting  ihat  day. 

The  second  part  will  be  of  interest  as 
it  has  to  do  with  the  question  of  the 
day  of  "Preparedness,"  and  a  great 
amount  of  fun  will  be  derived  by 
those  who  attend. 

"Top"  Warren  and  "Steph"  Perrj 
are  one  pair  of  end  men,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  "Elmer"  Perry  as  in- 
terlocuter there  are  not  many  of  the 
"Old  Timers"  forgotten.  "Nate"  Red- 
Ion  has  a  let  of  stuff  up  his  sleeve  and 
with  the  help  of  "Grabby"  Files  at 
[the  opposite  end  you  can  bank  on  some 
surprises. 


Dr  Oliver  Caza  has  been  appointed 
by  the  Selectmen,  examiner  of  the 
needy  blind  of  Skowherran  and  will  re-i 
ceive  applications  to  examine  local 
cases  during  the  first  week  in  December 
and  June.  According-  to  an  act  passed 
by  the  last  Legislature  for  the  relief 
of  the  needy  blind,  those  found  deserv- 
ing are  to  receive  from  the  State  the 
S-3C1  of  $200  a  y*afr. 


Wa,teyvuU«^7ru.\vxe,>    Se/vu-fr 
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EXAMINER  OF  BLIND. 
Dr,  Oliver  Caza  nfrff  bDciiairttWPOinted 
by  the-  selectmen  examiner  of  the 
needy  blind  of  S'kowtiegan  and  will  re- 
ceive applications  to  examine  local 
cases  during  the  first  week  in  Decem- 
ber and  June.  According  to  an  act 
passed  by  the  iast  legislature  for  the 
relief  of  the  n&edy  blind,  those  found 
deserving  are  to  receive  from  the 
statef  jti^siy^*^J%^bol/^f  $200  per 
yeai 


J3a,>vtroTrt    Vlta/uvu^.     Views- 


Dr.  S.  L.  Fairchild  has  been  ap- 
pointed examiner  of  the  blind  for  the 
town  of  Searsport  in  hi  "nUn  i  with 
a  recent  statute. 


Siffiy    FOR    PENSIONS 

Petitioners    Under    New    Law      Have 
(    Papers   Certified   by   Municipal   Of- 
I  ficers;   Ward  6  Polling  Place 

Eleven  applications  for  pensions  for 
bl^jjydjgeople  Were  certified  for  exami- 
nationXy  the  board  of  aldermen  in 
special  session  Monday  afternoon. 
The  applications  are  made  under  the 
new  law,  and  the  medical  examiner  is 
Dr.  H.  D.  McNeil,  who  was  appointed 
to  do  this  work  by  the  late  Mayor 
Robinson. 

Among  the  petitioners  is  Deacon 
Elnathan  Duren,  who  will  be  102  this 
winter,  and  although  he  has  been 
blind  for  years  was  able  to  affix  his 
signature  himself  in  a  good,  legible 
hand. 

The  law  goes  into  effect  very  soon 
and  the  pensioners  are  entitled  to 
$200  a  year,  providing  they  are  blind 
and  their  annual  income  from  any 
source  does  not  exceed  $300,  and  they 
have  no  other  means  of  support. 

There  were  present  at  the  meeting 
Aldermen  Hickson,  Rogers,  Hubbard 
and   Youngs. 

Alderman  Youngs,  who  was  author- 
ized to  secure  a  proper  place  for  a 
ward  6  voting  booth  at  the  special 
election  on  Dec.  20th,  reported  that  he 
had  consulted  with  the  school  authori- 
ties and  it  was  deemed  inadvisable  to 
use  the  basement  of  the  high  school 
building,  as  it  would  be  expensive  to 
remove  articles  and  fixtures  for  the 
purpose,  to  say  nothing  of  the  clean- 
ing up  process  before  and  after.  "Ie 
had,  therefore,  negotiated  with  the 
Graham  Realty  Co.  at  127  Franklin 
street,  next  adjoining  the.  Windsor 
Hotel  building.  The  place  is  heated 
and  comfortable  and  conveniently  lo- 
cated. Mr.  Youngs  presented  an 
order  designating  127  Franklin  street 
as  the  ward  0  polling  place  for  Dec. 
20th,  and  it  was  gitvn  a  passage. 
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36TH    ANNUAL  TOUR. 


W.  J.   Ryan     Visits.    City     With     Old 
Farmer's   Almanac. 


W.  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  president 
of  the  Maine  Association  for  the  Blir. 
and  Maine  agent  for  the  Old  Farif 
Almanac,  is  in  this  city  for  a  few  days, 
making  his  36th  annual  tour  of  the 
estate.  .Mir.  'Ryan  has  a  20  year  con- 
tract and  when  it  is  completed  he 
says  he  will  travel  no  more.  He  has 
many  friends  in  this  city  who  look 
forward  every  year  to  his  coming  with 
the  almanac.  This  is  Mr.  Ryan's  onlyj 
means  of  livelihood  but  he  devotes  the 
greater  part  of  the  money,  to  helping 
his  fellows.  Through  the  columns  of 
this  paper  he  wishes  to  thank  the  leg- 
islature and  the  citizens  of  Maine  for 
passing  the  act  entitling  the  blind  in 
the  state  to  a  pension. 


JuLm,  or  ^^jg.iVty^vter  .   X 
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Examiner  of  Blind 
At  a  special  meeting^^,*4*s*  city 
councii  held  Wednesday'  afternoon  at 
the  City  building,  Dr.  William  O.  Cobb, 
Brunswick  avenue,  was  elected  exam- 
iner of  the  blind.  This  action  was  tak- 
en so  that  the  blind  a£  our  city,  who 
pre  residents,  may  be  'examined  ■  dus 
|ng  the  week  of  Dec.  5,  so  that  their 
applications'  for  aid  may  be  sent  to 
the  Governor  and  Council  at  once, 
which  will  be  necessary  in  order  to 
secure  aid. 


I  City  Clerk  Thomas  F.  Locke  will 
jstart  out  tomorrow  afternoon  and 
call  on  people  in  this  city  who  are 
totally  blind,  and  who  come  under  the 
new  act  passed  03^  the  legislature 
which  is  for  the  relief  of  the  needy 
blind  residents  of  Maine. 

There  are  a  number  in  Biddsford 
jwho  are  not  only  blind  but  are  not 
;physically  lit  to  go  to  the  city  clerk's 
office  to  maka  their  affidavits  and  for 
that  reason  the  City  clerk,  although 
not  compelled  to  do  so,  will  take  their 
affidavits  at  their  homes.  These  will 
be  turned  over  to  Dr.  D.  E.  Dolloff 
who  was  appointed  by  the  municipal 
officers  c.n  examiner  of  the  blind,  who 
! shall  examine  -til  3  applicants  for  the 
benefit. 

The  municipal  officers  are  request- 
ed to  register  the  name,  address  and 
number  of  each  applicant  and  date  of 
sxaminption  of  the  applicant  entitled 
to  benefits;   and  each  year  on  or  be- 
fore the  20th  day  of  June  and  Decam- 
u "'  they  are  supposed  to   certify   to 
governor    and    council    the    nam  3 
residence   of  all   applicants   enti- 
as  aforesaid. 

is  the  duty  of  the  governor  and 

tcil  to  cause  warrants  of  $50  each 

|>&  drawn   on   the   state   treasurer 

able  to  each  of  said  blind  persons 

'Jheir  legal     representatives   every 

e  months  thereafter,  J&uring  the 

of   said  parsons     w]$e  they  are 

residents   of   this   state   or  until   said 

disability  is  removed. 

Any  person  who  shall  make  a  false 
affidavit  in  order  to  secure  the  bene- 
fit provided,  shall  upon  conviction, 
be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  penalty  provided  by 
law. 


Dec€,TM,bfcr    3-  1^15. 

FOR  OARE    OF    RI/IND 

>tate  Will  Give  Needy  Ones  Pension 
of  Two  Hundred  Dollars 


The  following  circular  has  been  is- 

ted  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in 
relation  to  the  new  law  entitled  "An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  the  needy  blind 
residents  of  Maine,"  for  the  informa- 
tion of  municipal  officers  and  others 
interested  in  the  law  passed  by  the 
last  Legislature. 

Applicants  must  be  examined  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  June  or  Decern-! 
ber  of  each  year  by  an  examiner  ap-j 
pointed  by    the  '  municipal     oflBcers. 

Applicants  must  go  before  the 
clerk  of  municipality  in  which  they! 
live  to  make  affidavit  to  the  facts  up- 
on which  their  claim  is  based. 

Clerks  will  transmit  these  affi- 
davits, together  with  the  affidavit  of 
two  witnesses  in  each  case,  residents 
of  the  same  county,  as  to  the  places 
and  time  of  residence  of  the  appli- 
cants, to  the  municipal  officers  of  the 
place  in  which  said  blind  persons  re- 
side. /~j 

Said  municipal  officials  will  for-j 
ward  the  applications  to  the  Exam-j 
iner  of  the  Blind,  who  will  have"  an  J 
oflice  in  their  municipality  during  the  | 
first  week  of  June  and  December  of; 
each  year,  not  including  June,  1915. 

Applicants  will  be  examined  once 
each  year,  in  June  or  December,  and 
at  no  other  time. 

No  blanks  will  be  needed  other 
than  those  with  which  the  municipal 
clerks  will  be  provided  by  the  State. 

The  Examiner  of  the  Blind  will, 
after  making  the  examination,  forth-; 
with  return  the  applications,  with  his 


certificate  thereon,  to  the  municipal 
officers  from  whom   they  came. 

The  Municipal  officers  will  make 
record  of  the  applications  as  provid- 
ed in  the  law  and  transmit  them  to 
the  Governor  and  Council  on  or  be- 
fore the  20th  of  June  and  December 
in  each  year,  hut  not  before  Decem- 
ber, 1915. 

Blind  persons  belonging  to  the  fol- 
lowing classes  are  not  eligible  to  ben- 
efit under  this  law: 

Persons  who  are  inmates  of  any 
charitable  or  penal  institution  of  the 
State,  or  of  any  county -or  city  there- 
of. 

Persons  having  an  income  of  more 
than  $300  per  year,  or  able  to  earn 
the  same. 

Persons  who  have  not  resided 
within  the  State  of  Maine  ten  years 
continuously  and  in  their  respective 
counties  *one  year  immediately  prior 
to   their  application. 

Persons  under  21  years  of  age. 
Persons  coming  within  the  provis- 
ions of  this  law  shall,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Governor  and  Council, 
receive  as  a  benefit  $200  per  year,  in 
quarterly  payments;  the  first  pay- 
ment being  due  three  months  after 
the  approval  of  the  application  by 
the  Governor  and  Council.  No  pay- 
ments will  be  made  prior  to  the  issue 
of  the  State  Auditor's  warrant  for 
March,  1916. 


J3a/yi<io-r  ,  "Wla^vvx.^  ,    7\, 
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Ue,ce»wybe,-r    3  -    \^\S. 


ns  from  persons  eligible 
to  sH^jl  ^f!9  for  the  blindwere  read. 
Alfred  Glidden  and  Jffffflf  "H* Dearborn 
were  the  petitioners  under, the  new  law 
which  j^as  gone  into  effect.  It  was  voted 
that  tfnjfee  pit/Uons  be  referred  to  Dr. 
J.  A.\£™Mjq,  thA^aanining  physi- 
cal   \  (    -jfeLLA^ 


( 

Dece.-vwb€,v    3.    \C\\S. 

Three  blind  persons,  residents  s  of 
Dexter,  will  H^p^^iis  week  for  the 
pension  of  $200.  per  J&£  giant;-"4  '  * 
blind  people  by  the  jtfembers  of  the 
last  legislature.*  Tki  pexter  people 
are  not  only  bl^ji(J  b^t*  are  indigent, 
and  incapable  of|  earning  any.  money 
toward  their  support.  They  will  with- 
out doubi  secure  the  needed  pension. 
This  act_$f  thfe  legislature  was  most 
beneficial  and  worthy  of  highest  com- 
mendation. 


Dece>-^vuJbe-r  5-    1^15. 

Eleven  Bangor  people  have  made  am- 
plication for  pensions  for  the  blind,  'is. 
provided  by  the  new  State  law.  Tie 
most  notable  of  these  is  Deacon  Elpfi- 
than  F.  Duren,  who  will  be  102  yeaf-s 
old  in  January.  Although  totally 
blind,  he  signed  the  application  in  a 
legible  hand.  ' 

Until  recently  he  was  able  to  use  a 
typewriter  entirely  by  touch.  He  at- 
tends church  services,  knows  several 
hundred  hymns,  words  and  music,  oy 
memory  as  well  as  nearly  all  the  re- 
sponsive readings. 


GraLT^'iwef",  YY\a.wv*€>T    Tovuvwaut-. 


3)e>o^>wber   (g~     )c\\5. 

ifr.  F.J  "8.  Baker,  Oak  Ledge, 
left  on  the  morning  train  for  a  busi- 
ness trip  to  Bath  and  Brunswick. 
Before  returning  he  plans  to  attend 
the  "Maine  Fraternal  Association 
for  the  jglmd"  which  is  to  be  held  in 
PortlandT*W^nesday,  the  8th.  In 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Ryan,  the  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Baker,  will  preside. 


■BuctcLe^orct,  VKla-uw-^,    "Reco-^ct '. 
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;  J£nder  the  new  St%te  law  .pr'ovid- 
ling  f©r;  relief  of  neewy  blind  resi- 
jdi^ts^F^ersonfc  comiili  ''wtMilH'wwits 
provisions  will,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Governor  %|id  Council,  receive 
$200  p^ryear.  ;)Qp  to  Friday  morn- 
ing tljn&  applicants  N  residing  in 
Sanford  had  filed  affidavits  with 
Town  Clerk  Butler  for  benefits  un- 
der ithis  law.  Dr.  F.  A.  Bragdon  of 
Springvale  has  been  appointed 
medical  examiner  for. 


vJUT^ug-vuS^Ca^  ,  Wla,vv\<,  >    Jcvurv^a/L 
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Dece,-^be,r    "t-    \*{\S. 


Nine  blliMrtfcrsons  have  been  exam-" 
ined  during  the  past  week  by  the  ex- 
amining phj'sician,  Dr.  Cobb.  Randolph 
reports  four. 


ro-arfcLauv^cC    "VYlauuw.^,     fc^|vress. 

Under   the   new    State  law   providing 
fo^h%relief\of  nee^y  blind  residents, 

tbre^jabsderijlis       have- fl*e#.t*%$||l.avits 

with  lir.  F.  JL.  Bradgon.  The  new  law 
provides  that' each  blind,  person  Nshall 
receive  «OA"  ^TIT'     V""   ill  illiMMIIIIIIIIIIIIll 


J$L<LcLe,SfO-rcL  ,yA*-l\xes  ,  J"o  vc-r-n.a^L 


TEN  HAVE  MAM: 
APPLICATION 

OR  ASSISTANCE1 


City  Clerk  Locke  -Has; 
Petitions  for  1.^1  RlinA 
People  To  Receive  Aid,: 


There  are  10  applicants  in  this 
city  for  aid  under  the  new  act  passed 
by  the  legislature,  for  the  needy 
blind.  City  Clerk  Locke  and  Dr.  I). 
E.  Delloff,  the  physician  appointed 
by  the  municipal  officers,  have  'made 
personal  calls  on  the  applicants  for 
aid,  and  it  was  planned  to  have  th^, 
municipal  officers  sign  the  applica- 
tions at  a  meeting  which  was  scjied-i 
uled  for  Monday  evening',  but  did  not! 
materialize. 

City  Clerk  Locke  told  the  reporte  ! 
this  morning  that  he  had  been  noti 
lied  of  another  case  in  Biddefor: 
where  the  party  is  blind  and  has  nc  \ 
means  of  support.  He  had  been  un- ' 
able  to  investigate,  and  is  awaiting 
information. 

Up  to  this  afternoon  City  Clerk 
Mills  of  Saco  had  not  received  any 
applications    for    aid    under    the    new 


The   city   clerk 

:ie  civ 


has     made  in- 
a&d  1 


totr  ■;.'; 

city   farm  a 

ble  to  receive  heLo  under  the  new  act. 


Thft  ctaer 

cially  to  iz 
iaLjeli^blc 

■>«■] 

noil  is  well  able    iina/v 
cnre  of  himself  ai 

yKVaLG^ueOuS  ,    7Vlauuvoe^>  U^^o 


I  •  V  JSI^HHHilHHHfll 
Miss  Bertl|a  Lydick  has  made  ap- 
plication for  the  pension  gi#n  the 
blind  by  the  State.  This  .'act  of 
pansioning  the  needy  blind  was 
one  of  the  many  com'memlable 
ones  passed  by  the  last  Legislature. 


De/cew^b^r  1Q»    1  °[  i  5~. 

Thirteen  applications  for  help  un- 
der the  new  act  for  the  needy  blind 
were  signed  by  the  municipal  officers. 
It  was  announced  to  the  city  fathers 
that  Dr.  D.  E.  Dolloff,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  of  examiner  of 
the  Blind,  had  called  on  the  appli- 
cants and  examined  them,  and  while 
some  were  not  totally  blind  they  came 
under  the  act  just  the  same.  Of  the 
number  five  were  reported  as  totally 
blind  while-  the  remaining  eight  are 
termed  partially  blind. 


Belfr 


A,s£\   >Y\aJvvv.e.,    He^rexAcU 


Btcev^Ut    10.  1^15. 


IWilliam  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  the  blind 
|vlidcr  of  the  Maine  Farmers'  affiSHBf, 
-  wno  is  one  of  the  prominent  workers  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind,  made  his 
annual  visit  to  Belfast  last  week  with  the 
1916  edition.  Mr.  Ryan  received  his 
usual  ^t.mnT  ^m   wmm ,        •      ^ 


£  special  meeting  of  the  city  coun-j 
was  held  last  evening.  It  was; 
sd  that  petitions  should  be  sent 
to  the  governor  asking  that  Albert 
J.  Dennison  and  Annie  M.  Lishness;: 
of  this  city  should  be  made  benenci-j 
aries  of  pensions  for  ^Xulftfof*''" 


roHfbLaLvicL  ,  TWa-uYve.  ,  ^•frR.nr-fc.^g. 


Dece>vwUr  15",  l^iS. 

ENTERTAINMENT  AT 
SCHOOL  FOR  BLIND 

A  pleasing  entertainment  was  given 
at  the  Maine  School  for  Tn*e  Blind 
last  evening  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Elite  Club  of  Portland.  The  pro- 
gram was  under  the  direction  of  P. 
V.  Schnurle,  and  he  was  ass'sted  by 
members  of  the  "Schnurle  Family," 
and  Deane  S.  Paine  (Joe  Rancour) 
in  a  number  of  French  dialect  stor- 
ies. The  program  was  a  most  inter- 
esting one  and  delighted  the  large! 
number    present.      The    program: 

Piano  Solo F.  V.  Schnurle: 

Reading   • . ... .ft. ..... .   Mr.  Paine 

Solo — In   the    Silent   Deep    

H.  F.   Schnurle  i 

Reading Mr.   Paine 

Solo — When    I    Leave    the   World  . 

Behind   F.  V.  Schnurle 

Solophone     Solo — Last     Rose     of 

Summer   H.  F.   Schnurle 

At  the  Yiddish  Wedding 

H.   F.    Schnurle! 

Hello   Frisco Schnurle  Family 

Old    Time    Songs    

My  Old  Kentucky  Home    . . 

Auld   Lang   Syne    

;  Swanee   River    

Star   Spangled   Banner    .... 

America    

~        T-l-  BV  the  Aaaieact- 


C^vuqf-wS'fct*  ,  WVa-Vw  e^  >    Jo^ty^^I 


I  tVhen  a  blind  stenography  is  so  ef- 
ficient thafr-.-.i.itoB  e m £W^II'*r^8ul d  not 
change  him  for  a  sighted  stenographer, 
that  fact  speaks  very  emphatically  for 
his  ability.  And  such  a  statement  may 
be  made  in  the  case  of  William  Lynch, 
setnographer  to  Millard  W.  Baldwin, 
superintendent  of  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  blind.  Mr.  Lynch  is  more  than 
a,  mere  stenographer.  He  is  private 
secretary  and  general  factotum.  He 
akes  Mr.  Baldwin's  dictation,  type- 
writes his  letters,  makes  out  bills, 
vouchers,  and  other  documents  for 
him,  keeps  track  of  his  accounts,  an- 
swers the  telephone,  attends  to  the 
bulk  of  the  ordering  and  in  Mr.  Bald- 
win's absence  practically  runs  the  of- 
fice. Mr.  Lynch  provides  a  wonderful 
example  of  how  the  hands  may  be 
made  to  serve  in  the  place  of  eyes. 
His  hands  are  educated  to  a  remark- 
able degree  of  cunning,  and  the  tips 
of  his  fingers  are  so  sensitive  that 
they  do  a  great  many  of  the  duties 
which  an  average  person's  eyes  are 
called  upon  to  perform.  He  is  a 
wizard  for  quickness.  His  rate  of 
speed  is  just  as  great  as  that  of  the 
average  sighted  stenographer,  and  he 
can  run  practically  any  make  of  type- 
writer with  consummate  ease.  Mr. 
Lynch  can  take  in  braille  70  words  or 
more  a  minute,  as  many  as  the  ac- 
complished stenographer  who  has  full 
possession  of  his  faculties  can  take  in 
shorthand.  He  manipulates  the  little 
machine  which  is  manufactured  for 
this  purpose  with  amazing  rapidity, 
and  he  maintained  a  speed  equiva- 
lent to  that  of  a  sighted  stenographer 
on  the  typewriter — that  is,  between  60 
and  70  Avords  a  minute.  Mr.  Lynch 
has  attained  his  proficiency  at  stenog- 
raphy within  the  last  five  years.  He 
was  able  to  run  the  typewriter  before 
that  time,  but  he  had  practically  no 
knowledge    of   stenography. 


C 

Millard  W.  Baldwin,  superintendent  of 
the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind,  has  a 
blind  stenographer,  William  HE#TOh,'  who 
fills  all  the  duties  of  a  secretary  and  gen- 
eral factotum;  he  takes  dictation,  type- 
writes letters,  makes  out  billa,  vouch- 
ers and  other 'documents,  keeps  the  ac- 
counts, answers  the  telephone,  and  in 
Mr  Baldwin's  absence  practically  runs 
the  office. 

Se^wyba-r   XX-    t^iS. 

City  Clerk  Milliken  has  just  re-^ 
ceived  blanks  which  are  to  be  filled) 
wijfch  additional  information  to  that! 
provided  for  in  the  original  applica- 
tion blanks,  distributed  to  those  pe- 
titioning aid  from  the  state  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  need-^k^d.  Nine 
residents  of  Gardiner  have  entered; 
petitions,  and  to  each  of  these  the 
city  clerk  will  distribute  the  newly 
^^JYrfl  i  htolfii wmmmmmmm^^- 

tw^vu>    Hyaiss.,  Y\z,urs~ 
Dece>wber  XT.  IfiS. 


1LIND    STENOGRAPHER. 

Millard  W.  Baldwin,  superintendent 
of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  BUjjjJ 
has  a  blind  stenographer,  William 
Lynch,  who  Alls  all  the  duties  of  aj 
secretary  and  general  factotum;  he 
takes  dictation,  typewrites  letters, 
makes  out  bills,  vouchers  and  other 
documents,  keeps  the  accounts,  an- 
swers the  telephone,  and  in  Mr.  Bald-; 
win's  absence  practically  runs  the  of- 
fice. 


'U/a.te-r-i/LUe,.  VHe,.,    Sew-tTuv^^U 


Applications   for    Pensions   for   Needy 
Blind. 

A  meeting  of  the  municipal  officers 
was  held  at  11.30  Tuesday  forenoon  for 
the  purpose  of  further  consideration 
of  applicants  for  pensions  for  the 
needy  blind,  taking  up  the  supplemen- 
tary test  required  by  the  committee 
5>f  the  Governor'^  Council.  Of  the 
seven  applicants  who  had  previously 
asked' for  aid  under  the  new  law  from 
Augusta  five  were  present,  either  in 
person  or  by  representative.  They 
were  Omer  Blouin,  Fred"  Lajoie,  Ches- 
ter V.  Cameron,  David  Mjathieu  and 
Susan  M.  Lunt. 

They  were  examined  by  the  munici- 
pal ouicers  particularly  as  to  whether 
they  were  actually  needy  and  to  ascer- 
tain if  there  was  not  money  or  prop- 
erty which  might  be  used  for  their 
support  or  if  they  could  be  cared  for 
by  their  relatives,  it  being  the  belief 
of  the  committee  on  pensions  and  state 
beneficiaries  of  the  executive  council 
that  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
persons  applying  under  the  provisions 
of  the  new  act  it  should  be  construed 
to  apply  only  to  those  who  were  really 
needy. 


B 
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RELIEF  M«^^ 

760  Applicants  for    Pensions;    217 

Reeeived  Aid  in  1916;  Recom- 

nj|ifeati«iis. 

( Speeilyj^TO^ondence  of  Commercial) . 
)  AGghsta,  Jan.  8. 

The  total  number  of  applications  re- 
peived  from  persons  desiring  pensions 
under  the  act  passed  at-  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  for  the  relief  of 
ther  needy '  blind  is  760.  Benefits  have 
;be€n  granted  to  217  persons  out  of  this 
[number.  'The  names  of  165  persons 
(have  been  reported  by  municipal  offi- 
cers as  feeing  blind  who  have  not  made 
I  applications  for  pensions,  some  of 
whom  are  only  partially  blind,  others 
not  needy  and  a  few  under  21  years  of 
age.  The  number  of  applications  on 
file  at  the  present  time  is  684  and  84 
%f  these  are  supported  in  whole  or  in 
part  as  city  or  town  paupers.  Twenty- 
seven  of  these  are  inmates  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind/ eight 
inmates  of  the  Augusta  State  hospital 
and  five  inmates  6f  the  Bangor  Stated 
hospital. 

{  The  report  of  Hon.  Micajah  Hudson 
of  Guilford  and  Hon.  Jonn  A.  Cun- 
ningham of  Ellsworth,  committee  oh 
the  part  of  the  governor  and  council, 
the  committee  on  the  relief  of  the 
needy  blinds  says  in  part: 

After  carefully  investigating  the  cir- 
cumstances of  those  whose  applica- 
tions indicated  that  their  needs  were 
most  urgent  and  in  many  cases  *the  in- 
vestigations were  m^,de  by  personal 
visit "&i.  benefits  were  granted  to  200  of 
the  applicants  at  the  rate  of  $200  per 
year  from  Jan.  1,  1916.  Some  of  these 
applicants  have  since  died,  and  bena- 
fits  have  been  granted  to  others  from 
time  to  time  as  the  funds  Avouid  per- 
mit; some  from  July  1  and  some  from 
Oct.  1.  In  all,  217  applications  have 
been  allowed. 

"Benefits  have  not  been  granted  to 
applicants  receiving  pauper  supplies. 
There  has  been   some  question  as      to 


the  eligibility  of  inmates  of  alms1 
houses  on  the  ground  that  inmates  of 
charitable  institutions  are  barred  from 
receiving  the  benefit  provided  for  un- 
der this  law.  Inasmuch  as  all  of  the 
needy  applicants  could  not  receive  tne 
benefit  because  of  lack  of  sufficient  ap- 
propriation, it  has  been  felt  that  needy 
persons  who  had  not  become  public 
cl  arges  but  were  like'ly  to  become 
such  should  have  the  preference  over 
those  whose  names  were  already  on 
the  pauper  lists  in  their  respective 
municipalities.  There  has  been  some 
criticism  from  municipal  officers  on 
this  point. 

"Believing  that  it  would  be  of  some 
assistance  to  the  next  legislature  to 
know  the  approximate  number  of  blind 
persons  living  in  the  state,  circulars 
and  blanks  were  sent  to  the  muncipal 
officers  of  the  cities,  towns  and  planta- 
tions early  in  the  year  1916,  requesting 
this  information.  With  very  few  ex- 
ceptions they  have  replied  promptly, 
and  in  this  way  165  names  have  been 
received  and  classified,  exclusive  of 
those  who  have  since  made  application. 

"In  some  cases  it  was  found  that  the 
eyesight  of  the  applicants  was  not  suf- 
ficiently impaired. to  bring  them  with- 
in the  provisions  of  the  law.  In  oth- 
er cases  the  applicants,  while  having 
an  income  of  less  than  $300  a  year, 
cannot  be  considered  needy  for  the 
reason  that  they  have  eonsiiderabls 
money  or  other  property  or  relatives  in 
good  circumstances  who  are  legally 
liable  for  their  support.  The  income 
of  the  applicant  is  not  always  a  safe 
indication  of  his  actual  circumstances. 
A  few  of  the  applicants  have  substan- 
tial Sfeank  deposits."  ^_— * 


B  auu<r0r-,  YYV3uuwe^  ■>  "V\e\>us- 


COMMITTEE  FOR  BUND 
RELIEF  MAKES  REPORT 


760  Applicatants  for  Pensions;  217  Ke- 
ceiTej^idJifl916 ;  Recommen- 
dations. 


cefTeji^idJi^ 


AUGUSTA,  Jan.  8.— The  total  num- 
ber of  applications  received  from  per- 


sons  desiring  pensions  under  *tfte  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature for  the  relief  of  the  needy'^lind 
is.  760.  Benefits  have  been  granted  to 
217  persons  out  of  this  number.  ~  Xbe 
names  of  165  persons  have  been  rip- 
ported  by  municipal  officers  as  being 
blind  who  have  not  made  applications 
for  pensions,  some  of  whom  are  only 
partially  blind,  others  not  needy  aasbai 
few  under  21  years  of  age. ,  The  num- 
ber of  applications  on  file  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  684  and  84  of  these  are  sup- 
ported in  whole  or  in  party  as  city  or 
town  paupers.  Twenty-seven  of  these 
are  inmates  of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  eight  inmates  of  the 
Augusta  State  Hospital  and  five  in- 
mates of  the  Bangor  State  Hospital. 

The  report  of  Hon.  Micajah  Hudson 
of,  Guilford,  and  Hon.  John  A.  Cun- 
ningham of  Ellsworth,  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  governor  and  council, 
the  committee  on  the  relief  of  the; 
needy  blind,  isays  in  part: 

After  carefully  investigating  the  e4r* 
cumstanees  of  those  whose  applica- 
tions indicated  that  their  needs  were 
most  urgent  and  in  many  cases  the  in- 
vestigations were  made  by  personal 
visits,  benefits  wrere  granted  to  200  of 
the  applicants  at  the  rate  of  $200  per 
year  from  Jan.  1,  1916.  Some  of  these 
ipplicant'3  have  since  died,  and  bene- 
fits have  been  granted  to  others  from 
time  to  time  as  the  funds  would  per* 
mit;  some  from  July  1  and  some  from 
Oct.  1.  In  all,  217  applications  have' 
been  allowed. 

Benefits  have  not  been  granted  to 
applicants  receiving  pauper  supplies. 
There  has  been  some  question  as  to 
the  eligibility  of  inmates  of  alms- 
houses on  the  ground  that  inmates  of 
charitable  institutions  are  barred  from 
receiving  the  benefit  provided  for  un- 
der this  law.  Inasmuch  as  all  of  the 
needy  applicants  could  not  receive  the 
benefit  because  of  lack  of  sufficient  ap- 
propriation, it  has  been  felt  that  needy 
persons  who  had  not  become  public 
charges  but  were  likely  to  become  such 
should  have  the  preference  over  those 
whose  names  were  already  on  the 
paupor  lists  in  their  respective  munici- 
palities. There  has  been  some  criti- 
cism from  municipal  officers  on  this 
point. 


Believing  that  it  would  be  of  some 
assistance  to  the  next  legislature  to 
know  the  approximate  number  of  blind 
persons  living  in  the  state,  circulars 
and  blanks  were  sent  to  .the  municipal 
officers  of  the  cities,  towns  and 'planta- 
tions early  in  the  year  1916,  requesting 
this  information.  With  very  few  ex- 
ceptions they,  have  replied  promptly, 
and  in  this"  way  165  names  have  been 
received  and  classified,  exclusive  of 
those  who  have  since  made  application, ! 

In  some  cases  it  was  found  that  the 
eyesight, of  the  applicants  was  not  suf- 
ficiently impaired  to  bring  them  with- ! 
in  the  provisions  of  the  law.  In  other 
cases  the  applicants,  while  having  an 
income  of  less  than  $300  a  year,  can- 
not be  considered  needy  for  the  rea- 
son that  they  have  considerable  money 
or  other  property  or  relatives  in  good 
circumstances  who  are  legally  liable 
for  their  support.  The  income  of  the 
applicant  is  not  always  a  safe  indica- 
tion of  his  actual  circumstances.  A 
few  of  the  applicants  have  substantial! 
bank  deposits. 


? 

M.  P.  M.  Ladies  Discuss  Civic 

Phases— Minor  Locals  From 

Across  the  River 


Br#wer,nJan.^9. 
The  regular  meetir«s^pf  tl^l^MrP.  M. 
lub,  held  with  MrsTjk.  H.  Hall  at 
her  home  on  State  street  Monday  af- 
ternoon, proved  a  very  interesting  ses- 
sion. Mrs.  Mary  A.  Burr,  city  clerk, 
presented  a  paper  discussing,  or  ex- 
plaining, various  phases  of  municipal 
matters,  among  them  the  drawing  of 
jurors,  the  assessing  of  taxes,  the  dif- 
ference between  primary  and  regular 


elections,   th( 


vital  statistics  and  -oth- 
ers. Mrs.  E.  B.  Burr  told  of  the  law- 
pensioning  the  needy  blind  residents; 
i  Mrs.  George  McMah onTflW'"^!1" 'ffife  ren- 
dering, by  many  municipalities,  of 
garbage  into  a  source  of  income;  the 
hostess  read  an  article  on  What  Ger- 
many Can  Teach  Us;  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Curtis  took  up  the  Ignorance  of  Some 
Good  Citizens;  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Har- 
low- Considered  Something  About  the 
Naturalization  Law;  Mrs.  Edgar |L. 
Brown's  article  was  on  Fighting  'tjie 
Cigarette  Habit.  Mrs.  Hall  served 
very  appetizing  refreshments  during 
the  afternoon. 
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FOR  PENSIONS  HT 
BUND  OF  II 


(Special  to  the  Sentinel) 
AUGUSTA,  Jan.  8.— The  total  num- 
■ber  of  applications  received  from  per- 
sons desiring  pensions  under  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature for  the  relief  of  the  needy 
'blind  is  760.  Benefits  have  been 
granted  to  217  persons  out  of  this 
mumber.  The  names  of  16'5  persons 
have  -been  reported  by  municipal  offi- 
cers as  being  blind  who  have  not  made 
applications  for  pensions,  some  of 
whom  are  only  partially  blind,  others 
not  needy  and  a  few  under  21  years 
of  age.  The  number  of  applications 
on  file  at  the  present  time  is  684  and 
84  of  these  are  suiported  in  whole  or 
in  part  as     city  or     town     paupers. 


Twenty-sieven  of  these  are  inmates  of 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
eight  inmates  of  the  Auigusta  State 
Hospital  and  five  inmates  of  the  Ban- 
gor State  hospital. 


THE  PRUNING     I 
KNIFE  WILL 
BE  KEPT  BUSY! 

If  All  Money  Asked,  Be  Given, 
Tax  Rate  Would  Soar! 


Already  the  Demands 

Range  Around  $14,000J 


Gov.  Milliken  Doesn't  Propose 
to  Dictate — Just  Wants  Ev- 
erybody Kept  Posted. 


AUGUST^.  Me.-JMw^My(^>eciaUs.| 
—"If  all  the  ^onlf  askld  of  the  78th 
Legislature  is  appropriated,"  said 
Governor  Milliken,  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, "the  tax  rate  will  be  eight  mills 
a  year." 

He  said  this  at  a  conference  of  his 
council  and  committee  chairman, 
held  in  the  Senate  chamber  to  dis- 
cuss the  purposes  and  operations  of 
the  executive  budget  system,  'the 
big  room  was  crowded  with  interest- 
ed spectators. 

"It  is  not  my  intention,"  said  Mr. 
Milliken,  "to  point  out  what  specific 
requests     for     appropriations    should 


have  preference.  I  do  .intend,  to  indi- 
cate, in  the  budget,  the  probable  in- 
come under  existing-  tax  laws;  also 
the  'overhead  expense'  and  the 
amount  of  money  which  will  be  left 
to  meet  special  appropriations.  The 
Legislature  will  then  determine  what 
appropriations  should  have  prefer- 
ence. 

"I  do  not  intend  to  go  beyond  ex- 
penditures for  public  .departments  and 
institutions,  and  for  charitable  in- 
stitutions, of  .a  public  nature." 

Then  Senator  Deering  of  York, 
asked  whether  the  Governor  and 
Council  purposed,  in  the  budget,  to 
scale  down  the  appropriations  of 
more  than  $14,000,000  which  have  been 
asked;  and  it  was  then  the  Governor 
said,  "If  all  the  money  asked  for  the 
78th  Legislature,  the  tax  rate  will  be 
eight  mills." 

"The  recommendations  in  the  bud- 
get," he  continued,  "Will  balance,  \ne 
report  of  probable  income  on  one  side 
<and  the  recommended  appropriations 
on  other.  The  difficulty  we  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  past  is  that  the 
committees  have  not  known  how 
much  they  could  appropriate  and 
keep  within  the  tax  rate.  Now,  how- 
ever, under  the  budget  system,  the 
^committees  will  know,  and  they  will, 
know  if  they  increase  the  appropri- 
ations they  must  also  increase  the 
revenue." 

Replying  to  another  question  by 
Senator  Deering,  Governor  Milliken 
said  there  would  be  no  need  of  for- 
mal hearings  upon  proposed  appro- 
priations if  the  trustees  of  the  several 
institutions  are  satisfied  with  the  ap- 
propriations as  recommended  in  the 
budget.  If  they  are  dissatisfied,  how- 
ever, all  their  rights  will  be  preserv- 
ed in  formal   committee   hearings. 

As  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
salaries  and  fees,  Representative 
Rounds  of  Portland  asked  how  it 
will  be  possible  to  know  how  many 
applications  for  increases  in  salary 
are  likely.  He  thinks  there  will  be 
a  good  many,  and  he  also  thinks,  in 
view  of  the  increased  cent  of  living, 
that  most  of  them  will  be  justified. 
Mr.  Milliken  replied  that  he  hopes 
all  applications  will  be  filled  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  that  the  salaries 
committee  will  confer  with  him,  on 
the  matter  of  salary  increases. 

President  Bailey  of  the  Senate  in 
calling  the  meeting  to  order  stated 
that  the  election  and  payment  of 
committee  clerks  has  been  subjected 
to  much  abuse  in  the  past,  and  that 
the  Governor  desires  to  have  the 
committee  file  wifci  his   council   the 


names  of  their  clerks  and  approxi- 
mately the  amount  they  expect  to 
pay. 

Senator  Higgins  of  Penobscot, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  ap- 
propriations, moved  that  all  commit- 
tees be  invited  to  sit  with  the  Gov- 
ernor and  council  at  the  budget 
hearing1. 

This  is  agreeable  and  the  commit- 
tees will  be  made  welcome. 
Budget  Hearing. 
Prior  to  this  meeting,  which  was 
11  o'clock.  Governor  Milliken,  his 
council  and  the  joint  standing  com- 
mittees on  appropriations,  resumed 
their  budget  hearings.  George  W. 
Leadbetter,  messenger  of  the  counr 
cil  and  an  expert  on  State  finances, 
explained  at  length  various  items  in 
the  estimates  for  1917  and  1918.  He 
began  with  the  State  pauper  ques- 
tion, which  he  considers  a  serious 
one  and  which  went  into  at  length, 
showing  how  the  appropriations  for 
State  pauper  support  was  $80,000 
in  1915  and  $75,000  in  1916.  and 
how  $110,000  is  asked  for  the  years 
1917  and  1918.  The  increased  cost 
of  living  is  mainly  responsible  for 
the  increased  expense  to  the  State, 
and  of  course,  is  likely  to  continue. 
He  favored  placing  a  share  of  the 
expense —  possibly  one-half —  upon 
the  towns. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
council  committee  and  a  sub-commit- 
tee of  the  appropriations  committee, 
with  power  to  suggest  changes  they 
consider  advisable  In  the  existing 
law. 

Then  Mr.  Leadbetter  explained  the 
working  of  the  law  providing  pen- 
sions for  the  needv  blind,  which  went 
into  effect  in  19i9mmmm9m00  claims 
h^dj^mj^^jgeted  the  first  year,  but 
norewer^nnr%78  were  received.  The 
committee  sifted  these  to  266  that 
were  actually  needy,  and  from  these 
selected  200  that  were  the  most  needy. 
Last  June  65  more  applications  were 
received,  and  in  December  there  were 
57. 

Obviously,  something  should  be 
done  to  curb,  the  increasing  expense. 
Mr.  Leadbetter  thought  the  law, 
which  now  reads  that  $200  shall  be 
given  each  person  assisted,  should  be 
amended  to  read  not  exceeding  $200. 
The  estimate  for  1917  and  1918  asks 
for  $110,000  for  each  year— whereas 
the  appropriation  for  1915  was  but 
$15,000,  and  for  1916  was  for  $25,000. 


This  matter  also  was  referred  to 
council  committee  and  sub-commit- 
tee of  the  appropriations  committee. 

An  estimated  appropriation  of  $9500 
ie  submitted  for  the  education  of  the 
blind  as  against  $8000  for  the  two 
preceding-  years.  The  Perkins  Insti- 
tute to  which  institution  blind  chi^ 
dren  are  sent  for  education,  has  no- 
tified the  State,  Mr.  L.eadbetter  ex- 
plained, that  $300  per  child  Will  no 
longer  cover  the  expenses  of  main- 
tenance and  education,  and  that  an 
increase  in  rates  may  be  expected. 

Mr.  Leadbetter  stated  that  Hon. 
Luther  Maddocks  of  Boothbay  Har- 
bor who  is  interested  in  destruction  o1 
dog  fish,  would  later  explain  why  ar 
appropriation  of  $10,000  a  year  is  novs 
asked,  altho  but  $1000  was  appropriat- 
ed-in  1915  and  $995.35  in  1916.  The 
meeting-  then  adjourned  to  2.30. 
More    Committees    Organized. 

The  committee  on  public  buildings 
organized  Wednesday  morning  with 
the  choice  of  Senator  Burleigh  of 
Aroostook  as  chairman,  and  Repre- 
sentative Speirs  of  Westbrook  as 
secretary. 

The  committee  on  telegraphs  and 
telephones,  elected  .Senator  Deering  of 
York  chairman,  and  Representative 
Ellis,  of  the  town  of  York,  secretary. 

Representative  Rounds  of  Portland 
has  been  elected  secretary  of  the 
committee  on  salaries  and  fees,  of 
which  Senator  Grant  of  Portland  is 
chairman,  and  Mellen  Tryon  of  Pow- 
nal  has  been  elected  clerk. 

The  Portland  delegation  organized 
by  choosing  Representative  George 
H.  Allen  as  chairman,  and  Represent- 
ative Charles  E.  Gurney  as  secretary. 
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^pv'  Institution  for  the  £lind  1 

^jfc^terests    of    '] jjajiim  TipJ"  il 

tion  for,,  the  Blind- ware  represented  bjj 
its  superintendent,  Mi  Bard  W.  Baldwin. 
An  appropriation  of  $15,000  was  asked 
for  each  of  the  two  years  191.7-1918. 
Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  all  of  the- money 
expended  for  the  institution,  with -the 
exception  of  $76.30.  of  the  average 
weekly  payroll  $157.50,  which  went  for 
city  employes,  was  the  only  amount  of 


the  appropriation  which   did  not  gro  di- 
rectly for  the  blind. 

The  per  capita  cost  of  the  institution 
was  a  little  over  $8  a  week — about  the! 
same  as  last  year.  The  institution 
could  take  care  of  more  people,  having 
but  32  at  present  when  it  could  easily 
accommodate  ,50.  The  inmates  are 
taught  broom-making,  basket-making 
and  other  industries  to  aid  them  in  self- 
support. 


EISOIS  for  m. 

11  OF  II 


Estimated  $110,000  Will 
Needed  Annually  to 
Pay  the  Bills 


Be 
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(Special 

ATCttSTA,  iMe.-IariTlT.— -Only  rou- 
tine business  was  transacted  at  the 
Wednesday  morning  session  of  the 
senate  and  house,  and  outside  of  a 
%hort  address  by  Hon.  William  W. 
Thomas,  ex-minister  to  Sweden  and 
speaker  of  the  house  in  i875  and  1876, 
there  was  little  doing  In  either  branch. 
In  the  senate  Senator  Bartlett's  hill 
to  prohibit  liquor  advertising  wa8  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  tem- 
perance. (Both  houses  adjourned  to 
10  O'clock  Thursday  morning. 

PENSIONS   FOR    BLIND. 

At  the  Wednesday  morning  confer- 
ence on  the  budget  before  Governor 
Milliken,  the  executive  council  and; 
the  joint  standing  appropriations  com-j 
mittee,  George  W.  Leadbetter,  messen- 


ger  of  the  governor  and  council,  ex- 
plained  the  working  of  the  law  provid- 
ing pensions  for  the  needy  blind,  so 
far  as  it  has  gone.  An  appropriation 
was  made  of  $15,000  for  1915  and  $25,- 
000  for  1916.  The  sum  for  1915  was 
(unexpended,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
[examinations  and  approvals  of  claims 
could  not  he  made.  About  200  claims 
| were  expected  for  the  first  year  and 
678  were  received.  The  committee 
sifted  these  to  266  actually  needy  and 
then  selected  200  of  the  most  needy. 
Some  have  died  and  others  have  been 
substituted  on  the  list.  Last  June  saw 
65  more  applicants  and  December  57 
more. 

"We  found  about  900  Mind  or  par- 
tially blind  in  the  state  and  of  these 
684  have  applied  for  assistance,"  he 
said.  "About  100  more  are  ineligible 
on  account  of  not  toeing  sufficiently 
disabled  or  not  needy." 

A. change  in  the  law  from  the  $200 
per  person  assisted,  which  is  obli- 
gatory toy  the  law,  to  read  "not  exceed- 
ing $200"  might  give  chance  to  assist 
more  people.  The  estimate  for  1917 
and  1918  asks  for  $110,000  for  each 
year. 

An  estimate  of  $9500'  is  submitted 
for  the  education  of  the  blind,  against 
$8000  for  the  two  preceeding  years. 
'Mr.  Leadibetter  explained  that  the 
item  is  for  the  education  of  blind  chil- 
dren, who  are  sent  to  the  Perkins  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind,  and  that  that  in- 
stitution some  time  ago  notified  the 
'|tate  that  the  $300  per  child  did  not 
cover  the  expense  and  an  increase  in 
A.e  rate  might  be  expected. 
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j  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Senator  Grant  of  Cumb«!*fflHSt— Re- 
sole inrfavor  ofj^ine  Institution  for 
the  Bl%(iC^ppgipHating.  $15,000  for 
1917  and  $15!000  for  1918,  Lor  main- 
,t©nance. 


H  a-tto  \j02,\*\r 


ALBERT^!.  DENNISON 

Mr.  Dennison  is  a  sober,  industrious 
man  and  a  g-ood  citizen.  Mrs.  Den- 
nison also  works,  as  many  of  us  know, 
so  far  as  her  health  and  strength  will 
permit.  Their  home  is  opposite  the 
Post  Office  in  HaHowell. 

But  unfortunately,  Mr.  Dennison,  is 
totally  blind.  The  ordinary  means  of 
gainiiTgBWWiWilihood  are  forever  closed 
(to  him.  But  he  can  repair  cane  chairs, 
having  learned  this  work  at  the  Maine 
State  Institute  for  the  Blind.  He  is  a 
remarkably  good  workman,  too,  and 
jhas  on  hand  ample  stock  for  doing  all 
grades  of  cane  work,  coarse,  medium 
or  fine. 

But  he   isn't   getting  work  sufficient 
to   buy    the    actual    necessities    of   lifey 
and    I    know    that    many      times      real 
hardship   is   uncomfortably   near     this 
htome.       This   is   all   because     through 
thoughtlessness,    neglect   or   something 
We   are   not   sending  our  work  to   him 
as  we   should.     And     mind     you,     Mr. 
Dennison    does    not    ask    for    charity — 
and    never   has.    He  asks   for    work — a 
chance    to    earn    an    honest    living    for 
himself  and   wife.     This    case  is   right 
here  at  home.  We  need  not  go  to  Bel- 
gium  or  Poland   to   find   it.   It   is  here 
-j-and  the  case  is  a  worthy  one. 
|  Now  then:      If  each  of  the  five  hun- 
dred   odd    homes    in    Hallowell    would 
furnish  even   one  chair  to  repair — and 
all   of   us    have    from    one   to     a      half 
dozen    around    that    we're   always    "in- 
tending"     to      have      fixed — it      would 
mean    work   for  him    every    day    for   a 
year.     Will  you  do  your  part  by  send- 
ing even  one  or  two?     Both  Mr.  Whit- 
tier  and   Mr.    Springer  have  agreed  to 
(I Oliver  them   for  a  very  small  charge. 
But    if    you    cannot    send    them    notify 
.Mr.  Dennison,  and  he  will  himself  call 
or    send.     His    charges    are    very    rea- 
sonable,   too — 60    to    75    cents  ■  for    the 
ordinary   chair.  I  can  assure  you    that 
the   M'ork    will    be    done    promptly    and 
satisfactorily. 


But  please  not  wait!  Let's  get  so 
many  chairs  to  him  right  now — this 
week— that  were  he  in  possession  of 
the  God -blessed  privilege  of  sight,  he 
couldn't  see  over  them,  and  thus  make 
these  two  people  happy  and  comfort- 
able as  Kings!  It  is  so  little  to  do 
after  all. 

This  notice  is  inserted  without  his 
knowledge,  and  paid  for  at  regular 
advertising  rates  by"  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Dennison's,  who  believes  that  "char- 
ity and   help   begin  at   home." 
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maineTnstitute 
for  buaul.has 
annual  meeting 

Reports   indicating    a    flourishing   condit- 
ion, financially   and   otherwise,   were   pro- 
fited at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
istitute  for  the  Blind,   held  here  yester- 1 
ly.        The    board    of    directors    were    re- ! 
elected  and  the  following  officers  chosen: 
President,  Hon.   Charles  H.   Randall;   first 
vice   president,    Sewall    C.    Ripley;    second 
vice  president.   J.   Putnam   Stevens;   treas- 
urer,  Morrill   N.   Drew;   clerk,  Millard  W. 
Boldwin. 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Kendall  presented  to  the  in- 
stitute a  large  portrait  of  former  Super- 
intendent J.  Calvin  Knapp,  which  will  be 
hung   iii    the    office.  : j 


BLIND    STENOGRAPHER,       | 

Millard  W.  Baldwin,  superintendent 
ofVAj&^aine  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
has  a  blind  stenographer,  William 
Lynch,  who  fills  all  the  duties  of  a 
secretary  and  general  factortum;  he 
takes  dictation,  typewrites  letters, 
makes  out  bills,  vouchers  and  other 
documents,  keeps  the  accounts,  an- 
swers the  telephone,  and  in  Mr.  Bald- 
win's absence  practically  runs  the  of- 
fice. 


Gra-->r-cLv,y\e,-r,  >Yl ^^.e.  ,    Lv-rw^U. 


Ccpisiderable  interest  was  aroused 
(when  the  matter  of  State  aid  for  the 
(blind  was  taken  up  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Governor  and  Council  yes- 
terday. It  was  soon  found  that  the 
applications  far  exceeded  any  esti- 
mate made  by  the  supporters  of  the 
plan.  It  had  been  told  the  Legis- 
lature that  only  about  100  cases 
would  be  found  in  the  State  and  al- 
ready 634  applications  had  been  re- 
ceived. Of  these  many  were  un- 
doubtedly ineligible,  for  various  rea- 
sons. But  it  was  thought  at  least 
two-thirds  of  them  would  be  thrown 
out.  The  entire  amount  available 
will  be  $40,000,  the  1915  appropria- 
tion coming  over,  because  of  the 
law  not  going  ir^o  effect  until  last 
July  and  the  laws  pejpi'fying  fiat  the 
examinations  shall  take  place  in 
June.  The  634  applications  would 
mean  a  drain  of  nearly  $125,000. 
Hence  with  all  the  oimculties  in 
sight  and  a  perfect  desire  to  do  jus- 
tice to  all  concerned,  it  was  decided 
to -v  authorize  Messenger  Leadbetter 
to  secure  the  necessary  assistance 
for  the  investigation,  classification 
and  tabulation  of  all  the  applicants, 
to  report  later. 
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ie    interest      was      arou 
fF4jpi#'*ffiatter   of    State   aid    for   the 
ma  .was  taken  up.     It  was  soon  found 
that    the   applications   far    exceeded   any 
estimate  made  by  the  s  ;pporte|^  $jfi\&&* 
plan.     It  had  been  told 


that  only  about 
found  in  the  Stat 
plications  had  be, 
many  waise  uj¥?fo" 
various  reasorfe.  . 
least  tw<Wthi,ras 
thrown  jn$r    Tne 


Legislature 
\|ould  be ' 
eady  634  ap- 
r,y  Ac.  red.  Of  these 
ineligible,  for 
'  p  it  was  thought  at 
f  them  would  be 
entire  amount  avail-} 
able  will  be  !K 0,000,  the  1915  appropria- 
tion coming  over,  because  of  the  law 
not  going  into  effect  until  last  July  and 
the  law  specifying  that  the  examina- 
tions shall  take  place  in  June.  The 
634  applications  would  mean  a  drain 
of  nearly  $125,000.  Hence  with  all  the; 
difficulties  in  sight  and  a  perfect  de-j 
sire  to  do  justice  to  all  concerned,  it| 
was  decided  to  authorize  Messenger 
George  Ledbetter  to  secure  the  neces- 
sary assistance  for  the  investigation,' 
classification  and  tabulation  of  all  the 
applicants,    to  ,rep,Qj&jAteEi.  ■■>->-■■     ^  -• 
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ta^Jan  26— Alfflm&Mlfrere  are! 


Au 
alreacf§%  6^f  applications  for  pensions 
for  thef*'needy  blind  under  the  new  la 
and  the  appropriation  cannot  take  care 
of  nearly  that  number,  it  is  likely  tha 
by  process  of  winnowing  the  State  wil 
be  able  to  care  for  the  more  needy  o 
these  applicants.  The  Governor  an 
Council  today  authorized  Messenge 
Leadbetter  to  investigate  the  applica 
tions  for  aid  under  the  direction  of  th 

nrmnnil  rm     '"   - 
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.  wM  was  considerable  discussion 
|by  the  Governor  and  Council  Wed- 
nesday upon  the  matter  of  the  many 
applicants  for  pensions  for  the  needy 
bUfid^under  the  new  law  which  pro- 
vides a  pension  of  $200  for  each  ap- 
plicant approved  by  the  Governor 
and  'Council.  At  the  time  that  the 
bill  was  drafted  it  was  thought  that 
there  would  only  be  about  100  ap- 
plicants hut  there  are  already  634. 
jCouncillor  Hudson  of  Guilford  stat- 
ed that  he  had  personally  investigat- 
ed 16  applications  from  two  coun- 
ties and  that  eight  of  them  deserved 
aid  while  the  others  did  not.  He 
thought  that  the  same  proportion 
probably  prevailed  elsewhere.  There 
was  considerable  discussion  among 
the  councillors  as  to  whether  or  not 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  carry 
out  the  present  law,  which  was  char- 
acterized as  "loosely  drawn"  or 
throw  it  back  uipon  the  next  legisla- 
tive session.  It  was  finally  decided, 
after  Councillor  Sleeper  of  South 
Berwick  had  ufged  the  need  of 
speedy  action,  as  some  of  the  appli- 
cants were  really  needy,  to  let  Mes- 
senger Leadbetter  investigate  the  ap- 
plications under  the  law.  An  order 
was  passed  authorizing  the  messen- 
ger to  the  Governor  and  Council  to 
employ  sufficient  aid  to  tabulate  and 
classify  all  of  the  applications  for 
relief  for  the  needy  blind  under  the 
direction  of  the  Council  committee. 
£There  are  six  applicants  from  Bath. 
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PENSIONS    FOR    BLINu 


.,    PENSIONS    FC 


Stat&kH|s  ^%P*ived  Six  Times  As  Many 
Apinifflticfns  As  Has  Been  Expected. 

There  was  considerable  discussion 
by  the  Governor  and  Council  Wed- 
nesday upon  the  matter  of  the  many 
applicants  for  pensions  for  the  needy 
blind  under  the  new  law,  which  pro- 
vides a  pension  of  $200  for  each  ap- 
plicant approved  by  the  Governor  and 
council. 

At  the  time  that  the  bill  was  drafted 
it  was  thought  that  there  would  only 
be  about  100  applicants  but  there  are 
already  634.  .  Councillor  Hudson  of 
Guilford  stated  that  he  had  personally 
investigated  16  applications  from  two 
counties  and  that  eight  of  them  de- 
served aid  while  the  others  did  not. 
He  thought  that  the  same  proportion 
probably   prevailed   everywhere. 

There  was  considerable  discussion 
among  the  councillors  as  to  whether 
or  not  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
carry  out  the  present  law,  which  was 
characterized  as  "loosely  drawn"  or 
throw  it  back  upon  the  next  legisla- 
tive session. 

It  was  finally  decided,  after  Council- 
lor Sleeper  of  South  Berwick  had  urged 
the  need  of  speedy  action,  as  some 
of  the  applicants  were  really  needy,  to 
let  Messenger  Leadbetter  investigate 
the  applicants  under  the  law.  An 
order  was  passed  authorizing  the  mes- 
senger to  the  Governor  and  Council  to 
employ  sufficient  aid  to  tabulate  and 
-classify  all  of  the  applications  for  re- 
lief for  the  needy  blind  under  the  di- 
rection  of  the   Council   committee. 

Rockland   has    11    applicants. 


13a,>vc^o-rt    YVVanyv-ex,  Co»*  wi^-v-Cid^U. 


""^  Pensions  for   the    Blind 

The    matter    of    the  JM|    pensions 

r   the    blind   was   again   brougnt   up 

hursday   at    the    State   House,    when 

r.    Chas.    M,    Sleeper   of    South    Ber- 

ick,    chairman    of      the      Executive 

ouncil  and  a  member  of  the  council 

ommittee    on    relief    of    .  the      needy 

lind,    was    in    conference    with    Mes- 

enger  Geo.   Ledbetter   of  the   council 

in  regard  to  the  applications  already 

received.  About  half  of  those  received 

have    been    gone    over    and   tabulated 

Work  was  .begun   on     the     remainder 

Thursday    evening,    Councillors    J.    A. 

Cunningham   of   Ellsworth  and   Mica- 

jah   Hudson    of   Guilford    arriving   for 

that,  purpose. 
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ON    PENSIONS  FOR   BLIND. 

.  C.  M.  Sleeper  In.'Conferew— With 
Messenger     Lead  better. 


nr.  Charles  M.  Sleeper  of  South 
BeAwick,  chairman  of  tlie  executtive 
couLdl  and  member  of  the  committed 
on  relief  of  the  needy  blind,  was  at 
the  State  House  Thursday  afternoon 
In  conference  with  Messenger  George 
Leatdbetter  of  the  council  in  regard  to 
applications  •  for  pensions  for  the 
needy  blind. 

The  applications:  from  abouit  half  of 
the  state  have  been  gone  over  and 
tabulated  and  a  slant  on  the  remaindeo' 
was  made  at  the  meeting  of  tho 
council  commit  free  Thursday  night, 
Councillors  John  A.  Cuiminghaim  of 
Ellsworth  and  Micajah  Hudson  of 
Guilford  arriving  in  time  Ito  take  part 
in  the  committee  meeting. 
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Pensions  for  the    Blind 

The  comnri'ttee  of  tl^^lllfflfW  coun- 
cil, which  has  been  for  some  time  la- 
boring with  the  difficult  problem  of 
reducing1  the  great  number  of  applica- 
tions for  pensions  for  the  blind,  to  a 
basis  where  some  definite  action  may 
be  taken,  worked  well  into  Saturday, 
with  the  result  that  the  list  of  over 
600  applicants  was  reduced  to  275; 
names. 

The  immense  amount  of  work  involv- 
ed in  that  sorting-  anoV  weeding  out  will 
now  have  to  be  repeated,  in  order  that 
those  to  benefit  by  the" new  law  may! 
be  the  actually  deserving  ones,  be- 
cause the  appropriation  is  limited  and 
will  only  aid  a  few  compared  with  the 
multitude  of  applicants.  The  inten- 
tion is  to  place  the  money  where  it  will 
do  the  most  good  at  the  present  time. 
"Future  legislatures  will  have  to  look 
after  the  remainder  of  the  worthy 
cases. 

The  committee  will  report  its  find- 
ings to  the  governor  and  council  at  the 
next   meeting   on  Tuesday,   Feb.  29. 


L^r  a^ctu-^er^s  7VUa>uw.^,    Jc?v^-rw  a,L - 


Councillors    John    A.     Cunningham 
Ellsworth  and  Micajah  Hudson  of 

lillford,  members  of  the  committee 
oil  pensions      for    the     needy     blind, 
ccmipleted  their  work  of  the  first  re- 
vision   of   the   list   of   applicants,  Sat-  j 
urday     noon.        Councillor       Hudson 
;  stated  that  the  list  had  been  reduced 
by  this  preliminary  canvass  to  about  j 
275  and  that  there  would  have  to  be  j 
a    still    further    reduction    to    get    the 
number    of     pensioners     within      the  j 
limits    of    the    appropriation,    as    the  | 
framers    of    the    law    did    not    antici- 
pate   that    there    would    be    over    100 1 
applicants.       The   council     committee! 
on  pensions  for  the  needy  blind  will; 
report    to    the    entire    board    at    the 
next  regular   meeting  of  the   council, 
Feb.  29-30. 
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Overwhelming-   Number     of   Applica- 

Jtons  Necessitates  Cut  Dawn. 
e"  committee  of  the  executive 
council,  which  has  been  for  some 
time  laboring  with  the  difficult  prob- 
lem of  reducing-  the  great  number  of 
applications  for  pensions  for  the 
blind  to  a  basis  where  some  definite 
J  action  may  be  taken  worked  well 
into  Saturday,  with  the  result  that 
the  list  of  over  600  applicants  was 
reduced  to  275  names. 
I  The  immense  amount  of  work  in- 
volved in  that  sorting  and  weeding 
out  will  now  have  to  be  repeated,  in 
| order  that  those  to  -benefit  by  the 
new  law  may  be  the  actually  deserv- 
ing ones,  because  the  appropriation  is 
ilimited  and  will  only  aid  a  few  com- 
pared with  the  multitude  of  appli- 
cants. The  intention  is  to  place  the 
money  where  it  will  do  the  most 
good  at  the  present  time.  Future 
legislatures  will  have  to  look  after 
the  remainder  of  the  worthy  cases. 

The  committee  will  report  its  find- 
ings to  the  governor  and  council  at 
the  next  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Febru- 
iary  29. 


Visit   Institute  for  the   Blind. 

The  members  of  ttte  Wanderers'  club 
on  Wednesday  visited  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  the  trip  proved  a  most 
interesting  one.  Those  in  the  party 
were  Mrs.  Rudolph  Richner,  Mrs.  Mc- 
Glauflin,  Mrs,  Soule,  Mrs.  Harry 
Thompson,  Mrs.  William  Morton,  Mrs. 
S.  Smart,  Mrs.  Sarah  Archibald,  Mrs. 
George  Cutts,  Mrs.  Ivan  Soule,  Mrs. 
P.  T.  Stoughton,  and  Mrs.  McDuffle. 
Mrs,  George  Cutts  of  Hartley  avenue 
will  entertain  the  club  at  its'  next  ses- 
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l*EXSIG*fS.  FOR  THE  BLIND 

\  Tlfe  committee  of  WfflP*  Executive 
Council  which  has  been  for  some 
time  laboring  with  the  difficult  prob- 
lem of  reducing  the  great  number 
of  applications  for  pensions  for  the 
blind  to  a  basis  where  some  definite 
action  may  be  taken  worked  well  in- 
to Saturday  with  the  result  that  the 
list  of  over  60  0  applicants  was  re- 
duced  to    2  75    names. 

The  immense  amount  of  work  in- 
volved in  that  sorting  and  weeding 
out  will  now  have  to  be  repeated,  in 
order  that  those  to  benefit  by  the 
new  law  may  be  the  actually  deserv- 
ing ones,  because  the  appropriation 
is  limited  and  will  aid  only  a  few 
compared  with  the  multitude  of  ap- 
plicants. The  intention  is  to  place 
the  money  where  it  will  do  the  most1 
good  at  the  present  time.  Future 
Legislatures  will  have  to  look  after 
the  remainder  of  the  worthy  cases. 

The  committee  will  report  its 
findings  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
at  the  next  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  29. 
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Pensions  For  The  Bli 


There  was  considerable  discus- 
sion by  the  Governor  and  Council 
Wednesday,  upon  the  matter  of  the 
many  applicants  for  pensions  for 
the  needy  blind  under  the  new  law, 
which  provides  a  pension  of  $200 
for  each  applicant  approved  by  the 
Governor  and  council 


At  the  time  that  the  bill  was 
drafted  it  was  thought  that  there 
would  only  be  about  100  applicants 
but  there 'are  already  034.  Coun- 
cillor Hudson  of  Guilford  stated 
that  he  had  personally  investigated 
16  applications  from  two  counties 
and  that  eight  of  them  deserved  aid 
white  the  others  did  not.  He  thought 
that  the  same  proportion  probably 
prevailed  everywhere. 

There  was  considerable  discis- 
sion amongV  the  council. ors  as  to 
whether  pr  not  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  *  carry  out  tne  present 
law,  which  •  was  characterized  as 
[■"loosely.,  drawn"  or  throw  it  back 
upon  the  m  xt  legislative  session. 

It  was  finally  decided,  after  Coun- 
cillor Sleeper  of  South  Berwick  had 
had  urged  the  need  of  speedy  action, 
as  some  of  the  applicants  were  real- 
ly needy,  to  let  Messenger  Leadbet- 
ter  investigate  the  applicants  under 
the  law.  An  order  was  passed  au- 
thorizing the  messenger  to  the 
Governor  aud  Coancil  to  employ 
[sufficient  aid  to  tabulate  and  classify 
I  all  of  the  applications  for  relief  for 
the  needy  blind' under  thej^dnrect ion 
of  the  Council  commj 
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jViay  Call  a  Special 

Session  of  Legislature 

Adoption  of  Revised  Statutes  and  Problems 
In  Pensions.  For  Blind  I  ^w,  Among  Mat- 
ters Said  to  Require  Attention. 

AUGUSTA,  March  1.  (Special  to  the 
Express-Advertiser.)— It  developed  by 
the  presence  of  the  leading  Demo- 
crats of  the  State  administration  at 
the  capital  today  that  probably  Gov. 
Curtis  will  call  a  special  session  of 
the  Maine  Legislature  perhaps  early 
in  May.  There  is  pending  the  adop-  j 
tion  of  the  Revised  Statutes  which  it 
is  felt  should  be  done  prior  to  thej 
next  regular  session  of  the  Legisla-  J 
ture,  and  there  are  some  other  mat- 
■*  ters  which  it  is  felt  in  administration 
circles  should  be  attended  to. 

One  of  these  has  to  do  with  the  law 
enacted  last  year  relative  to  a  pension 
for  the  blind.  This  new  law  provides 
for  a  pension  of  $200  annually  to  de- 
pendent, blind  people,  and  $40,000  was 
appropriated  to  meet  the  necessary, 
expense. 

There  are  now  before  the  Governor1 
and  Council,  700  claims  which  at  $200' 
each  will  carry  a  total  expenditure 
far  beyond  the  sum  appropriated  for 
the  purpose.  There  are  also  other 
weaknesses  in  the  law  which  must  be 
amended  for  instance  it  is  not  re- 
quired of  blind  dependents,  that  they 
shall  have  been  a  resident  of  Maine 
for  any  length  of  time  or  that  hiss 
blindness  originated  here,  so  that  the 
State  might  readily  become  the  dump- 
ing ground  for  blind  people  from  all 
over   the    Country. 

This  particular  law,  the  Governor 
feels,  must  be  amended  before  any 
actual  working  under  it  can  be  coni,4 
menced.  _._    .,„  ..,. .M, 
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CONCERNING    TNy|    BLIND. 

o  the   Editor  of  Express-Advertiser: 
Under   the    caption    of    "May    Call    a 
ecial     Session   of  the     -Legislature,' 
y$ur  paper  of  yesterday  said: 

"One  of  these  has  to  do  with 
law  enacted  .last  year  relative  to 
pension  for  the  blind.  This  new  law 
provides  for  a  pension  of  $200  an- 
nually to  dependent,  blind  people,  and 
$40,000  was  appropriated  to  meet  the 
necessary  expense.       , 

"There  are  now  before  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  700  claims  which  at 
$200  each  will  carry  a  total  expendi- 
ture far, beyond  the  sum  appropriated 
for  the  purpose.  There  are  also  other 
weaknesses  in  the  law  which  must  be 
amended  for  instance  it  is  not  re- 
quired of  blind  dependents,  that  they 
shall  have  been  a  resident  of  Maine 
for  any  length  of  time  or  that  his 
blindness  originated  here,  so  that  the 
State  might  readily  become  the 
dumping  ground  for  blind  people 
from   all   over   the   Country. 

"This  particular  law,  the  Governor 
feels,  must  be  amended  before  any 
actual  working  under  it  can  be  com- 
menced." 

One  statement  at  least,  is  so  at 
variance  with  the  truth  that  I  simply 
call  your  attention  to  this  section 
copied  from  the  law: 

"Section  3.  No  person  or  persons 
who  are  charges  of  any  charitable  or 
penal  institution  of  this  State,  or  of 
any  charitable  or  penal  institution  of 
any  county  or  city  thereof,  or  per- 
sons having  an  income  of  more  than 
$300  per  annum,  or  able  to  earn  the 
same,  or  persons  who  have  not  re- 
sided within  the  State  of  Maine  con- 
tinuously for  ten  consecutive  years, 
and  in  their  respective  counties  for 
one  year  immediately  before  applying 
for  said  benefit  shall  be  entitled  to 
bnefits  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Your  paper  says  also  that  700 
claims  are  before  the  Governor  and 
Council.  That  may  be,  and,  if  so, 
then  there  are  more  applications  than 
the  U.  S.  census  gives  us  blind  resi- 
dents  of  Maine. 

Again,  Mr,  Editor,  William  J. 
Ryan  was  in  Augusta  Monday  and 
saw  the  list  of  applications.  It  to- 
tals 638  and  not  700,  but  in  the  list 
there  were  a  great  many  people  who 
were  well  known  to  be  ineligible, 
some   of    them   even   comfortably    well 


off,  and  Mr.  Ryan,  checked  on!  those) 
he  knew  were  not  eligible  for  the 
pension.  His  count  of  those  who 
might  be  entitled  was  256,  with  about 
150  of  those  very  doubtful.  Proper 
"Discretion"  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  under  this  act  as  it  is,  would 
bring1  the  list  down  to  about  a  hun- 
dred. This  is  what  was  expected  by 
the  committee. 

Please  also  refer  to  Section  two  of 
the  act.  There  it  says,  "All  persons 
over  the  age  of  21  years,  who  are 
declared  to  be  blind,  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  set  forth;  and  who  come 
within  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  receive  as  a  benefit 
$200  per  annum,  payable  quarterly, 
upon  warrants  drawn  on  the  State 
treasurer." 

No  doubt  many  persons  will  apply 
for  pensions  who  have  no  right  what- 
ever to  it.  Some  few  may  squeeze 
through  with  their  bluff.  Such 
things  have  occurred  even  with  Unit- 
ed States  pensions,  but  it  would  seem 
as  if  a  little  common  sense  and  in- 
vestigation would  convince  the  "pow- 
ers that  be,"  of  the  actual  necessity 
of  some  applicants  and  of  the  utter 
ineligibility  of  many.  For  instance,  a 
wor^n  with  a  little  boy  came  into 
my  office  in  August.  She  had  just 
come  from  the  hospital  where  the 
boy  had  been  under  treatment.  ^She 
said  she  was  almost  blind;  that  the 
boy  had  used  up  most  of  their  capi- 
tal and  she  was  needy  and  wanted  to 
know  if  she  came  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act.  Upon  being  ques- 
tioned, she  admitted  that  she  was 
married;  that  her  husband  was  of 
good  health  and  able  to  work  and 
did  work;  that  she  had  not  been  in 
any  extreme  necessity  at  any  time 
and  that  her  husband  was  not  in  the 
least  blind.  She  was  told  that  her 
case  did  not  come  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  act.  She  answered, 
"Well,  I  shall  make  an  application 
when  I  get  home  just  the  same  and 
see   if  I  can't   bluff  it   through!" 

That  is  no  doubt  but  a  fair  sample 
of  many  of  the  aforesaid  700,  but  the 
question  is,  are  the  truly  "Needy 
blind"  to  be  held  up,  simply  because 
someone  will  not  attempt  to  do  their 
duty  in  this  regard  and  who  stoop  to 
belittle  the  whole  law  through  pub- 
lic statements  which  are  absolutely 
untrue? 

Thv.re  may  be  weaknesses  in  the 
law,  but  I  submit  that  the  clause  in 
the  Section  3  that  a  person  cannot 
come  under  this  statute  unless  he  or 
>she  has  "resided  in  this  State  con- 
tinuously for  10  consecutive  years 
and  in  their  respective  counties  for 
one  year  immediately  before  applying 


(for   said   benefit"   is  about  as   directly 

Pposite  to  the  paper  statement  as  it 
possible  to  make  it,  and  effectually 
prevents  the  "dumping  ground"  bug- 
abear. 

WILLIS   B.  HALL, 
Chairman     Com.   of  Maine     Fraternal 
Association  for  the  Blind. 
Portland,   March   2,   1916. 


B  udLdLeJ^o-rcL,  Vyta^i-Y\-e^,  Tovi-r viauU- 


PENSIONS  FOR  BLIND. 


Local  People  Interested    in  rrov 
of  Law  on  Question. 

The  law  enacted  last  year  giving'  a 
pension  to  the  blind,  under  certain 
conditions,  seems  to  need  attention, 
says  the  Kennebec  Journal.  The  law 
as  passed  provides  for  a  pension  of 
$200  annually  for  needy  blind  people, 
%he  sum  of  $40,000  being'  appropriat- 
ed for  the  purpose  for  2  years.  The 
governor  and  council  already  have 
,631  claims  filed  with  them,  which  are 
being  investigated  and  sorted  out  to 
bring"  the  most  needy  first  to  receive 
attention,  and  this  great  number,  if 
all  placed  upon  the  pension  list,  would 
call  for  the  expenditure  of  $126,200 
per  year,  an  amount  that  would 
swamp  the  $40,000  appropriated  in 
short  order. 

The  law  is  also  said  to  be  afflicted 
with  certain  weaknesses  which  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  situation 
say  ::ho.uld  at  once  be  remedied.  This 
may  be  one  reason  for  an  extra  ses- 
sion, o^theje^isiaturethis  winter. 


a 
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The  *jtd/House  on  Thursday  had 
[turned  to  its  usual  apparent  quiet- 
's of  routine  duty,  after  the  stir 
bustle  occasioned  by  the  meeting 
the  Governor  and  Council  on  Tues- 
evening  and  all  day  Wednesday, 
main  topic  of  conversation  was  the 
tor  and  gossip  concerning  the  eall- 
of  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
to  which  the  Governor  during  the 
mcil  meeting  had  several  times  re- 
ferred as  a  possibility  but  had  refrain- 
ed from  committing  himself. 

Several  matters  of  State  importance 
are  about  ready  for  the  attention  of 
the  lawmakers.  It  was  urged  before 
the  Council  Wednesday  when  the  mat- 
ter of  awarding  the  contract  for  the 
binding  of  the  Revised  Statutes  was 
being  considered  that  the  contracts 
should  be  closed  that  day  in  order  to 
shut  off  any  further  possible  delay.  The 
revision  of  the  Revised  Statutes  has 
not  yet  been  adopted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture and  that  matter  would  be  one  of 
the  important  ones  for  the  considera- 
tion of  an  extra  session. 

The  law  enacted  last  year  giving  a 
pension  to  the  blind,  under  certain  con- 
ditions, s^"^to  ijy^  attention.  The 
law  as  passedprovmes  for  a  pension 
of  $200  annually  for  needy  blind  peo- 
ple, the  sum  of  $40,000  being  appropri- 
ated for  the  purpose  for  2  years.  The 
Governor  and  Council  already  have  631 
claims  filed  with  them,  which  are  being 
investigated  and  sorted  out  to  bring  the 
most  needy  first  to  receive  attention, 
and  this  great  number  if  all  placed  up- 
on the  pension  list  would  call  for  the 
expenditure  of  $126,200  per  year,  an 
amount  that  would  swamp  the  $40,000 
appropriated  in  short  order. 

The  law  is  also  said  to  be  afflicted 
with  certain  weaknesses  which  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  situatfbn 
say  should  at  once  be  remedied,  mak-, 
ing  another  reason  for  an  extra  session. 
With  other  matters  hinted  at  which 
would  be  called  up  should  the  Legisla- 
ture be  in  session,  it  will  not  be  sur- 
prising news  at  almost  any  time  to 
read  of  the  official  announcement  of 
^  extra  session. 


Gi-u-o^sj;^,  YftauVrv-e,  ,    To-u^r-r^aA^ 
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An    Error   Corrected. 

Editor  Journal:  — 

A  Portland  paper  of  Wednesday  had 
a  "Special"  from  Augusta  relating  to 
the  Act  for  the  Relief  of  the  Needy 
BMaftAaaResidents  of  Maine  as  follows: 

"There  are  now  before  the  Governor 
and  Council  700  claims  which  at  $200  each 
will  carry  a  total  expenditure  far  be- 
yond the  sum  appropriated  for  the  rur- 
pose.  There  are  also  other  weaknesses 
in  the  law  which  must  be  amended;  for 
instance,  it  is  not  required  of  blind  de- 
pendents that  they  shall  have  been  a  res- 
ident of  Maine  for  any  length  of  time  or 
that  his  blindness  originated  here,  so  that 
the  State  might  readily  become  the  dump- 
ing ground  for  blind  people  from  all  over 
the  country. 

"This  particular  law,  the  Governor  feels, 
must  be  amended  before  any  actual 
'working'  unde/  it  can  be  commenced."— 
Evening  Express. 

The  original  bill  appeared  to  the 
Committee  to  which  it  was  referred  to 
be  too  hard  on  the  applicant  and  the 
Committee  reported  unanimously 
"Ought  to  Pass  in  New  Draft"  and 
made  the  new  OraftJ  The  Bill^  was 
hissed  and  was  up  to  the  present  Gov- 
ernor who  thinks  it  must  "be  amend- 
ed before  any  actual  working  under  it 
can  be  commenced."  The  Governor 
had  the  bill  in  conference  with  his 
Attorney  General  and  with  the  special 
bill  reader,  and  AFTER  THAT  HE 
SIGNED  IT. 

It  is  said  that  Doctor  Sleeper  gave 
this  very  illuminating  "Special"  to 
Editor  Norton.  Take  notice  of  the 
Section  3  of  the  Act,  reading  as  fol- 
lows:. 

"Section  3.  No  person  or  persons 
who  are  charges  of  any  charitable  or 
penal  institution  of  this  State,  or  of 
any  charitable  or  penal  institution  of 
any  county  or  city  thereof,  or  persons 
having  an  income  of  more  than  three 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  or  able  to 
sarn  the  same,  OR  PERSONS  WHO 
HAVE  NOT  RESIDED  WITHIN  THE 
STATE  OF  MAINE  CONTINUOUS- 
LY FOR  TEN  CONSECUTIVE 
YEARS,  AND  IN  THEIR  RESPEC- 
TIVE COUNTIES  FOR  ONE  YEAR 
IMMEDIATELY      BEFORE      APPLY- 


ING  FOR  SAID  BENEFIT  SHALL  BE 
ENTITLED  TO  BENEFITS  UNDER 
THE    PROVISIONS  OF  THIS  ACT." 

Again,  this  learned  person,  whoever 
?ave  the  above  "Special"  states  there 
ire  now  700  claims.  William  J.  Ryan 
vvas  in  Augusta  Monday.  At  that 
time  there  were  638  claims  in  the 
total,  but  who  e'xpects  all  of  them  to 
be  elgible  under  the  Act?  That  num- 
ber is  a  total  of  more  than  the  United 
States  gives  as  the  census  of  blind  of 
Maine.  Mr.  Ryan  checked  on  the  list 
those  .  whom  he  knew  were  not 
"NEEDY  BLIND."  The  remainder 
was  356  and  of  this  number  there  were 
over  a  hundred  of  whom  he  was  very' 
doubtful  as  to  eligibility  and  need. 

One  of  the  statements  of  the  "Spe- 
cial" is  simply  false  and  the  person 
who  gave  it  either  did- not  know  the 
bill  or  he  was  doing  it  for  a  purpose. 

Of  course,  the  bill  gives  some  work1 
for  the  Governor  and  Council  to  do, 
besides  draw  their  salary,  for  Section 
2  of  the  bill  places  each-  payment  in 
the  "DISCRETION  OF  THE  GOVER- 
NOR  AND   COUNCIL." 

The  statement  of  the  number  of 
claims  is  also  w.-ong,  but  may  come 
only  from  an  honest  exaggeration > 

The  bugbear  of  Maine  being-  a 
"dumping  ground"  is  often  used  by  op- 
ponents of  measures  which  they  dare 
not  show  their  heads  to  oppose.  In 
this  case  their  bold  statement  as  a 
"Special"  is  easy  to  contradict  with 
the  bill  itself. 

No  claim  is  made  that  the  bill  is 
perfect,  by  any  means,  but  its  sole 
purpose  is  to  help  the  needy  blind  and 
IS  NOT  TO  give;  THE  LAZY  A 
SOFT  SNAP.  For  instance  does  this 
clause  in  the  act,  "Or  able  to  earn 
the  same,"  not  impute  that  someone 
must  judge?  If  Dr.  Sleeper,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Governor's  Council,  did  give 
this  "Special"  to  Editor  Norton,  does 
it  not  show  that  he  had  a  very  wise 
idea  of  the  law  as  passed?  He  must 
have  studied  it  assiduously!  He  must 
have  been  "working"  sometime  to  post 
himself  as  to  the  language  of  the  act, 
or  the  thing-  is  given  as  an  EXCUSE 
for  not  doing  a  little  work  for  which 
the  State  pays.  In  order  to  judge  cor- 
rectly, the  final  arbiters  must  do  some- 


1  thins  to  investigate  and  if  it  is  their 
idea  to  accept  EVERY  application  that 
comes,  regardless  of  the  truth,  does  it 
not  show'  an  enlightening  care  on  the 
part  of  our  public  servants?  Their 
statement  would  have  you  believe  that 
every  applicant  must  be  paid  the  pen- 
sion. That  is  just  as  true  as  the  rest 
of  their  nonsense. 

Let  the  Governor  and  Council  do  a 
little  work  to  prevent  the  State  being 
WORKED  by  tnose  who  do  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  act  and 
there  need  be  no  worry  as  to  the 
"working"  of  the  law!  Mr.  Ryan's  ex- 
amination of  tire  list  they  are  so  start- 
led about  as  to  wish  to  make  a  "spe- 
cial session  of  the  Legislature,"  shows 
that  in  all  probability  there  are  not  yet 
100  needy  and  actually  eligible  for  the 
pension  who  have  applied  and  that' is 
coming  down  to  the  actualities  and  as 
expressed  by  the  witnesses  before  the 
Legislative  Committee. 

This  unfair  statement  ought  to  be 
choked  off  in  its  infancy  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  given  a  square  deal 
concerning  it  and  hence  I  write,  Mr. 
Editor,  to  allow  your  readers  to  judge 
who  is  right.  Thanking  you,  I  am  a 
WILLIS  B.  HALL,  / 
Chairman   of   the   Maine     Associations 

'  for  the  Blind  Legislative  Committee. 


(Special   Correspondence  of   The  Herald) 

AUGUSTA,  March  4— It  looks  at  present 
is  if  Gov.  Curtis  would  call  a  special 
session  of  the  Legislature  for  some  time 
in  May  to  pass  upon  the  revision  of  the 
statutes,  to  make  a  further  appropria- 
tion for  the  relief  of  the  needy  blind  in 
the  state  and  to  dispose  of  a  few  minor 
matters.  The  amount  of  business  to  toe 
transacted  will  be  determined  in  the 
proclamation  to  be  issued  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, but  that  will  not  prevent  the  Leg- 
islature from  taking  up  any  new  matters 
jtf  it  sees  fit.  The  last  Legislature  ap- 
propriated $40,000  to  help  the  state's 
blind,  which,  on  the  estimate  of  200  ap- 
plications  which   the   committee   made* 


would  give  each  person  an  annual  pen- 
sion of  $100.  But  when  the  application 
began  to  pour  into  the  executive  council 
chamber,  it  was  found  that  nearly  TOO 
persons  who  claimed  that  they  were 
of  the  needy  blind  class,  asked  for  the 
pension.  The  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Governor's  council,  which  has  the 
matter  in  hand,  did  not  know  what  to 
do.  The  members  sorted  out  what  they 
thought  were  the  most  needy  cases  and 
concluded  to  wait  on  the  remaining  ap- 
plications until  more  funds  were  avail- 
able. 


C 

Mitc^elYTYhe  only^|hj^ry^^y||^gr  oi 
the  Passamaquoddy  tribe,  of"  Indians  el 
Pleasant  Point  reservation,  is  nom 
coming  in  for  the  sma|l  aid  apffcfffj 
tioned  by  the  State  |cr^.  totally  blinc 
people  who  are  unable  to  work.  Thi^ 
particular \a™\*s  a  worthy  one  as  tin 
lone  India*  was  a  frequent  visitor  tc 
this  city  on  steamboat  days  whelk  he 
was  helped  alon$  the  streets  by  mem- 
bers of  his  tribe  and  had  a  stand  at|the! 
Sea  street  wharf  of  Eastern  Steamstaip 
Corporation.  He  lives  alone  at  lhej 
village  ol  th#  Indians  on  the  bankslof 
tie  St.  Croix  river  looking  after  Ids 
own  cooking  and  house  and  the  extra 
aid  now  advanced  by  the  State/  is 
greatly  appreciated. 


THE  MAINE  BLIND 


Maine  has  demonstrated  a  way  to 
beat  the  ordinary  census  methods  in 
getting  a  complete  enumeration  of 
any  particular  class.  It  is  to  pass 
a  law  for  the  aid  of  the  class  in  ques- 
tion; the  resulting  applications  will 
remove  any  need  of  sending  round 
a  census  taker.  The  law  that  the 
Maine  Legislature  passed  for  the  re- 


lief  of  the  needy  blind  of  the  state 
a   year   ago   has   brought   in   almost 
700  applications  for  help — a  number 
substantially     exceeding     the     total  j 
number  of  blind  in  Maine  according! 
to  the  1910  census     The  Legislature 
provided  that  the  state  allowance  for 
each   needy   blind   person  should  be 
5200,  and  on  the  assumption  that  not 
more  than  200  would  apply  it  appro- 
priated  $40,000.     The   resulting  con-  j 
dition  of  things  is  one  of  the  reasons  1 
why   Gov.   Curtis  is  likely  to  call  a  i 
special  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
the  early  summer. 

But  the  condition  of  things  is  not 
so  bad  as  it  appears.  A  Portland 
blind  man,  who  carries  on  a  success- 
ful business  and  whose  work  in  be- 
half of  his  fellow-unfortunates  allows 
him  to  know  them  and  their  needs 
i pretty  thoroughly,  went _to_  Augusta 
the  other  day  and.  cut  the  700  claims 
down  to  about  half  that  number. 
That  is  about  350  of  those  who  ap- 
plied for  state  aid  were  either  not 
needy  or  were  not  eligible  under  the 
law  which  makes  a  ten  years'  resi- 
dence in  the  state  a  requisite.  His 
process  of  elimination  shows  that  the 
blind,  as  well  as  those  of  sound  eye- 
sight, are  quick  enough  to  see  a  path 
way  to  the  public  treasury.  The  un- 
fortunate blind  should  have  every 
consideration,  and  Maine  deserves 
credit,  even  though  the  law  in  ques- 
tion was  loosely  drawn,  for  attempt- 
ing to  care  for  them.  Nevertheless 
the  Maine  law  and  its  resulting  com' 
plications  carry  a  lesson  to  law- 
makers. 


CLi^acxcS'trax-  >    VV^a-uYue^   J'o^^~i-~Y\-7x,  •- 
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More   Light  for  the   Blind 
Editor  Kennebec  Journa 

In  your  paper  of  March  7th  the  Hon- 
orable Attorney  General,  from  thej 
"Maine  Law  Department,  Augusta," 
says.  "There  are  some  things  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter  which  need  a 
fair  explanation."  With  that  I  thor- 
oughly agree,  Bro.  Pattangall,  but  I 
must  say  the  "Augusta  Special"  re- 
ferred to,  with  its  absolute  falsehood, 
was  hardly  "fair  explanation." 

Mr.  William  Ryan,  who  knows  more 
of  the  blind  people  in  the  State  than 
any  other  person,  probably,  says  he 
has  gone  over  that  list  you  refer  to 
which  has  gone  to  such  alarming  (?); 
proportions,  and  he  says  if  proper  in- 
vestigation were  made  of  the  appli- 
cants, that  the  present  list  contains! 
hardly  one  hundred  who  really  are 
covered  by  the  law.  THERE  IS 
ENOUGH  MONEY  TO  CARE  FOR 
ONE  HUNDRED  NEEDY  BLIND! 
That  would  relieve  much  hardship, 
would  it  not? 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  report  of  the} 
U.  S.  Census  Bureau  gives  the  WHOLE1; 
blind  population  of  Maine  as  FIVEl 
HUNDRED  EIGHTY-FIVE  in  1910. 
The  law  has  many  restrictions.  The 
Committee  of  the  blind  had  no  intent 
to  provide  a  pension  for  the  lazy.  In 
fact  the  Committee  had  no  thought  of 
providing  for  the  person  who  can  work 
and  earn  his  $300  per  annum;  for  the 
person  who  has  money  laid  by;  for  the 
person  who  can  go  to  the  Institute  and 
learn  to  make  himself  capable  of  earn- 
ing the  $300  per  annum;  for  the  per- 
son who  is  in  any  Institution  or  other- 
wise provided  for;  or  FOR  THE  PER- 
SON WHO  DOES  NOT  NEED  THE 
MONEY. 

Is  there  any  good  reason  why  the 
MOST  NEEDY  among  the  applicants 
should  not  be  cared  for  according  to 
the  Law?  Must  they  suffer  because 
many  have  applied  who  do  not  Come 
under  its  provisions? 


I  deny  the  soft  impeachment  that 
your  present  suggestion,  to  amend  the 
present  law  "so  as  to  make  the  amount 
paid  to  each  pensioner  discretionary 
with  the  Governor  and  Council  accord- 
ing to  the  pensioner's  need,  but  in  no 
case  to  exceed  $200  per  annum,"  did  or 
"would  move  the  author  to  indigna- 
tion." The  Legislative  Committee  was 
told  by  the  Committee  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  chairman,  before  it 
revised  the  bill,  that  we  should  not  ob- 
jject  to  that  very  proposition.  In  its 
jwisdom  that  was  not  done.  The  Gov- 
ernor did  not  apparently  suggest  it  to 
jyou  and  you  did  not  suggest  it  to  him. 
JYour  statement  is  the  first  this  com- 
mittee has  heard  of  the  "suggestion" 
jby  the   council  of  a  way  to   meet  the 

Exigency.  That  was  not  in  "the  Spee- 
il  from  Augusta." 
What  did  "move  the  author  to  in- 
ignation"  was  the  "Special  from  Au- 
gusta," said  to  have  emanated  from 
Dr.  Sleeper,  then  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council,  that  the  thing  for 
which  the  bill  should  be  amended  was 
^he  fact  that  it  did  not  provide  for 
the  petitioner  residing  in  Maine  any 
length  of  time.  THAT  WAS  SO  DIA- 
METRICALLY OPPOSITE  FROM 
THE  LAW  ITSELF  AS  PASSED, 
THAT  THINKING  PEOPLE  WON- 
DERED WHY  THE  WHOLE  BILL 
WAS  SO  FALSELY  OPHOSED?  IS 
THE  $40,000  APPROPRIATION 
WANTED  FOR  ANYTHING  ELSE? 

You  further  suggest  thatt  you  knew 
lttle  about  the  bill,  as  youjsay:  "I  _&o 
hot**ecall  that  the  Governor  ever  con- 
suljed  me  about  the  bill.  I  knew,  as 
dicPall  fairly  well  informed  citizens  of 
Maine,  that  the  Legislature  had  passed 
some  sort  of  a  law  providing  pensions 
but  I  did  not  become  familiar  with  the 
details  of  the  Act  until  the  Council 
Committee  recently  consulted  me  con- 
cerning it." 

After  the  bill  was  passed,  and  after 
it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  for 
signing  or  veto,  again  I  say  the  bill 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral to  make  it  "Conform  to  the  law." 
Have  you  forgotten  that  you  sent  to 
Senator  Flaherty  and  had  him  in  con- 
sultation about  this  very  bill,  Brother 
Pattangall?  Have  you  forgotten  that 
you  corrected  the  then  "patent  defect" 
and    returned    it    to    Senator    Flaherty 


that   he  might   put   the   bill   again   on 
its  final  passage  in  the  Legislature? 

If  a  bill  has  been  reported  back  from 
a   Committee  "Ought  to  Pass  in  New 
Draft";   if  it  works  itself  through  the 
machinery    of   the    Legislature    and    is 
given  its  final  passage;  if  it  is  sent  to 
the  Governor  and   he,   in   his   wisdom, 
fearing  the  bill  does  not   "conform   to 
the  law,"  returns  it  to  the  Senate  ac- 
cording to  the  order  passed  March  5th, 
1915,  (See  Page  466  of  the  Senate  Jour- 
nal);   if    that   bill    then    goes    into    the 
hands  of. the  Attorney  General  and  if 
that    officer    calls    in    consultation    the 
sponsor   of   that   bill;    if   the   Attorney 
General,    after    making    the    bill    "con- 
form to  the  law,"  gives  it  to  the  Sena- 
tor after  correction ;    if,  after  all  that,  j 
the   Governor  gives   his    approval    and 
signs  the  bill,  so  that  it  becomes  a  law, 
why  is  there  now  a  "patent  defect"  in 
the  bill  and  IS  THE  FAULT  OF  THE 
"CARELESS   LEGISLATION,"    as   you 
seem  to  suggest,  with  either  the  author 
of  the  bill  or  its  proponents?     Is  it  not 
more  manly  to  acknowledge  the  fault 
than  try  to,  wrongfully  place  the  blame 
elsewhere,   if  blame  there  be? 

Let  us  have  it  fair  Bro.  Pattangall' 
There  is  no  reasonable  nor  proper 
amendment  which  would  be  opposed  by 
the  Maine  Fraternal  Association  of  the 
Blind,  but  the  organization  feels  that 
the  NEEDY  BLIND  should  not  be  long 
held  up  while  the  money  is  waiting  for 

their  use. 


WILLIS 

B.  HALL, 

Chairman  Co. 

Maine 

Fraternal  Assn. 

of  the  Blind. 

Bostorv,  Irrv^ss.    Globes 
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PENSION  ACT  IMPERFECT. 


tty  Oen  Pattangatl  of  Maine  Sug- 
i  gests  Amendments  Be  Made  to 
i    Benefit  the  Blind. 

AUGUSTA,  Me,  March  11— "It  is  evi- 
dent that  something-  must  be  done  to 
nake  the  new  law  for  the  relief  of  the 
needy  blind  residents  of  Maine  work- 
able," says  Atty  Gen  Pattangall.  "Under 
;his  act  638  citizens  have  applied  for  aid 
find  not  all  the  towns  have  yet  reported. 

"The  Executive  Council  committee  has 
been  for  months  investigating  the  vari- 
ous cases  and  finally  reached  the  conclu- 
sion that  something  over  200  of  the  ap- 
plicants were  entitled  to  State  aid.  A 
ieasonable  construction  of  the  law  would 
'entitle  400  blind  people  to  State  aid.  This 
would  involve  an  expenditure  of  $80,000 
|per  annum,  but  the  Legislature  only  ap- 

ropriated  for  the  years  1915  and  1916 
40,000. 

"It  appears  that  there  are  a  number 
jof  cases  where  a  smaller  sum  than  $200 
Iper  year,  added  to  what  the  blind  per- 
jsons  could  earn,  would  provide  for  their 
wants.  But  the  law  is  so  written  that 
Jthe  Governor  and  Council  must  pay  each 
pensioner  $200  per,  year  or  exclude  him 
entirely.  It  has  been  suggested  that  it 
might  be  wise  to  amend  the  law  so  as  to 
make  the  amount  paid  to  each  pensioner 
discretionary  with  the  Governor  and 
Council,  but  not  to  exceed  in  any  case 
$200  per  annum.  The  law  could  also  be 
amended  so  that  it  should  only  apply  to 
those  who  had  lived  in  Maine  continu- 
ously for  10  years  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  or  should  become  blind 
>vhtte  residents  of  Maine." 


J3  BJtlx^  -.   TWs^wi-e^,     JvwueS. 

PENSIONS  FOR*MH^T> 

l.m^w&Vffile  Interested  in  Provisions 
of  Law 


The  law  enacted  last  year  giving- 
a  pension  to  the  blind,  under  eertain 
conditions,  seems  to  need  attention, 
says  the  Kennebec  Journal.  The  law 
as  passed  provides  for  a  pension  of 
$200  annually  for  needy  blind  peo- 
ple, the  sum  of  $40,000  being  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  for  two 
years.  The  Governor  and  Council 
already  have  631  claims  filed  with, 
them,  which  are  being  investigated 
and  sorted  out  to  bring  the  most 
needy  first  to  receive  attention,  and 
this  great  number,  if  all  placed  upon 
the  pension  list,  would  call  for  the 
expenditure  of  $126,2  00  per  year,  an 
amount  that  would  swamp  the  $40,- 
000  appropriated  in  short  order. 

The  law  is  also  said  to  be  afflicted 
with  certain  weaknesses  which  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  situation 
say  should  at  once  be  remedied.  Thi& 
may  be  one  reason  for  an  extra  ses-i 
sion  of  the  Legislature. 


"Po  v  t  Lai vucU ,  YV\  £  TVes^ 
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Visited  Home. 

The  1904  Literary  society  went  to 
the  Maine  Home  for  the  Blind  Tuesday 
on  a  tour  of  inspection  of^tffig P  "Build- 
ings and  work.  They  were  very  much 
pleased  with  the  work  which  is  being 
done  and  three  of  the  young  women 
of  the  institution  sang  and  played  to 
them. 


PortlcL^cLy  >V\aiirn^  0^-ro;- 
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PENSION  LAWS. 

The  laV  far  pensioning  the  blind  is  one  of 
those  pieces  of  legislation  which  are  put  through 
blindly  and  result  in  a  greater  exWira  tfftwi  the 
State  can  stand.  It  was  not  considered  at  the 
time  of  its  passage  that  over  200  would  come  un- 
der its  benefit,  but  the  applicants  for  aid  now 
number  638. 

The  appropriation  of  $40,000  falls  far  short  of 
the  amount  necessary  to  pay  the  asked  for  aid, 
and  Attorney  General  Pattangall  has  been  forced 
to  state  it  as  his  official  opinion  that  the  law  in 
its  present  form  will  not  work.  Instead  of  a 
fixed  payment  of  $200  per  year  to  all  who  are  en- 
titled to  the  pension,  he  suggests  that  the  sums 
be  graded  according  to  the  necessity  and  earning 
: disability  in  each  case. 

It  is  generally  recognized  that  the  law  is  good 
in  intent  and  principle,  and  all  that  is  necessary 
is  to  amend  it  into  practical  form.  It  is  only 
by  trial  and  experiment  that  satisfactory  legis- 
lation can  be  obtained.  Every  pension  list  has 
a  tendency  to  swell  beyond  its  expected  limits; 
but  this  fact  does  not  argue  against  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  the  pension  system. 

The  proposed  Mothers'  Pension  !  bill,  which 
failed  to  be  favorably  acted  upon  in  the  last 
Legislature,*  for  the  reason  that  no  definite 
knowledge  could  be  obtained  concerning  its  cost, 
is  a  measure  that  ought  to  be  adopted ;  but  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  overburden  the  State  with 
expense.  It  would  be  better  to  err  on  the  side 
of  conservatism,  by  setting  the  pension  rate  low 
at  first,  than  to  start  in  on  a  scale  that  cannot 
be  maintained. 


Liewisto-^  ,     Vv\auv.v\.  «•  ,    S 
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— P.  W.  1|ufnham  and  J.  A.  Cunning  - 
|am  of  the  executive  council  of  Maine 
fv'ere  in  Lewiston  yesterday  to  inves- 
tigate the  cases  of  blind  persons  who 
have  applied  for  State  pension  under 
Ithe  law  passed  by  the  last  legislature. 


Liew  u&tovu  >    VVVraucw^,,    J  o-uu-r-v^atU  - 
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STATE  CANNOT 
ALL  BUND 


Finding  More    Persons  At 
\  flicted  Than  Expected — 
$40,000  Fund  Too  Small. 


"The  appropriation  is  only  $40,000 
and  we  have  received  638  applica- 
tions for  aid.  under  this  fund  for  the 
blind.",  said  J.  A.  Cunningham^  mem- 
ber :of  the  executive  council  of 
Maine,  Friday,  in  explaining-  why  he 
and  Councilor  P.  W.  Burnham,  were 
in  OLewiston^  to  decide :  which  were 
the  .most  worthy  cases  of  Mind  per- 
sons, who  had  lapiplied  for.  State  aid 
uiider  the  ri&w  law.  To  pay%  all  who 
have  -}■  applied;  the  appropriation 
would  have  to  be  more  than  $130,- 
.000." 

.  "The  only  thing  left  to  do  is  to 
establish  which  are  the  most  Worthy 
cases.  There  Certainly  are  some  that 
need  the.  aid -from  the  state  and  we 
Want,  to  tlndfout,  as  near  as  . possi- 
ble, just  which  cases   these  iare. 

"When  thie;'bil:l  came  hef ore  the 
legislature  it;- Was  represented  that 
there  were  but  a  hundred  blind  peo- 
ple in  the  state.  Only  the  other  day 
il  was  talking' with  M.   W.  (Baldwin, 


superintendent  of  the  State  institu- 
tion :  _f  or._  the  blind,  and  ,:_.  he  knew 
of  hardly :  any  of  the  Portland 
cases.  It  seems  there  are  many  cases, 
which  were  not  known  to  exist  'be- 
fore. There  are  tbiind  persons  who 
are  seen  on  the  streets  and  others 
who  "never  venture  out : of  the  house, 
they  are  not  generally  known  to  ex- 
ist." 

Mr.  Cunning-ham  pointed  out  that 
the  law  did  not  allow  a. scaling"  down 
of  the  allotments  under  the  appro- 
priation and  an  equal  division  among 
the  applicants. 

,pThe  law  says  that  they  shall  be 
paid  $200  a  year.  They  must  be  paid 
$200  or  nothing.  The  law  not  only 
says  they  must  be  paid  $200  a  year 
but  it  also  says  they  must  be  paid 
in  quarterly  instalments  of  $50.'' 

In  Lewiston  nine  applications  have 
been  tmade  and  in  Auburn,  fourteen. 
The  councilors  have  been  to  most  of 
the  larger  Maine  cities  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Lewiston  and  Auburn, 
which  they  are  now  visiting. 


IS  uotdLe-V0^^  .  VV\  auvw€, ,    Jo-ia,-y->\.  slL- 
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PENSIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Local  P *^l>Je  Interested  in   Action  by 

*GfiveWor   and   Council. 

Quite  a  number  of  local  people  will 
be  interested  in  the  action  of  the 
governor  and  council  on  Tuesday 
when  the  matter  of  pensions  for  the 
needy  blind  was  brought  up  by  Gov- 
ernor-Curtis   and   informally  discussed. 

Governor  Curtis  said  it  is  time  that 
action  deciding  on  at  least  part  of  the 
beneficiaries  under  this  law  should  be- 
taken, so  that  they  may  be  having  the 
benefit  of  the  money  now  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  governor  and  council  for 
that  purpose.  That  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  councilors  and  it  was 
finally  understood  that  an  order  will 
be  presented  instructing  the  council 
committee  in  charge  of  the  matter  to 
lake  immediate  action  to  start  the 
list,  of  beneficiaries,  the  expense  of 
investigations  to  be  taken  care  of  by 
the  •continent  fund. 


Po-rtLaurudL.,   VVla,ivi^,   Egress 

BLIND  MEN  TO 

ATTEND  LECTURE 


Men  at  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind  have  manifested  great  interest  in 
the  lecture  on  Our  Problem  in  Mexico 
I  to  be  given  at  City  Hall  tomorrow 
evening  by  M.  Andre  Tridon,  and  have 
formed  a  large  delegation  which  will 
attend  the  lecture  in  a  body.  Special 
rates  have  been  given  these  blind  men 
by  the  Congress  Square  Associates, 
under  whose  auspices  the  lecture  is 
given. 

The     lecture  will  be  illustrated  with 
I  many  photographs  recently  taken,  and 
j  one  might  thing  that  blind  men  would 
|  lose  much  of    the     interesting     part  of 
the   lecture,  the  illustrations,     but      in 
I  spite  of  this  they  ex-pressed     great  in- 
terest and  asked  for  an  opportunity  to 
hear  M.     Tridon,  of  whose  fame     as    i 
lecturer  they  have  heard.  The  members 
of  the  committee  feel  that  if  blind  men 
are  so  interested  in  hearing     an  illus- 
trated lecture  they  may  reasonably  ex- 
pect that  City     Hall     will     be     packed 
with  those     citizens  who     can     see     as 
well  as  hear.     The  associates  have  also 
heard     of  one     organization     that     has 
postponed  its  monthly     meeting,  which 
conflicted  with  the  Tridon  lecture. 
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Pensions  for  the  Blind 
'  The  jpatter  of  f*«***!*31!ie"iW*  the 
needy /ljilind  was  brought  up-,  by   Gov. 
Curti^a^d  informally  discussed. 

Go-^^A^Fyrtlr^  ,^4Utiia'\time  that 
action  deciding  on  at  least  part,  of  the 
beneficiaries  under  this  law  should  be 
taken,  so  that  they  may  be  having  the 
benefit  of  the  money  now  at  the  dispos- 


al  of  the  Governor  and  Council  for  that 
purpose.  That  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  Councilors  and  it  was 
finally  understood  that  an  order  will 
be  presented  instructing  the  Council 
committee  in  charge  of  the  matter  to 
take  immediate  action  to  start  the  list 
of  beneficiaries,  the  expense  of  in- 
vestigations .  to  be  taken  care  of  by 
■•the  contingent  fund. 

Adjournment  was  taken  at  9.35  until 
10  o'clock   this   Wednesday  morning. 


Po-rtLa-vicJU,  "/Ylau'iw-^.TVeSS. 
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APPLICATIONS 


For    Pensions    for    Blind,   Embarrass 
.Governor  and  Council 

At  tbe  meeting  of  the  Governor 
^nd  council  Tuesday  Governor  Cur- 
tis stated  that  so  far  600  applica- 
tions had  been  made  for  pensions 
from  dependent  blind  people  and  lie 
expected  that  there  would  be  at  least 
2  00  more  before  June  1.  The  Leg- 
islature appropriated  $40,000  for  the 
two  years  to  pay  these  pensions,  each 
pensioner  to  receive  $200  a  year.  The 
Governor  declared  that  he  believed 
it  would  cost  the  State  $160,000  a 
year  to  pay  the  pensions  to  those 
who  have  applied  or  will  apply  and 
that  when  ^this  law  was  enacted  he 
believed  the  Legislature  had  been 
misinformed  concerning  the  depend- 
ent blind  people  in  the  State.  At 
least,  the  Governor  declared,  he  had 
been  misinformed  when  he  approved 
the  bill,  for  he  had  been  told  that 
there  were  not  more  than  100  blind 
people  in  the  State  who  would  be 
eligible   to  this  pension. 

Councillor  Simmonds  thought  that 
when  the  special  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature convened  it  should  find  a 
way    to    relieve    the    Governor    and 


Council  from  the  embarrassment 
which  now  confronts  them  in  this 
matter.  The  Governor's  messenger, 
Mr.  Leadbetter,  said  that  there  were 
16  applications  from  Portland  and 
he  had  been  told  that  of  this  number 
only  two  were  known  to  a  man  in 
that  city  who  knew  more  about  the 
blind  than  anyone  else  he  knew  of. 
governor  Curtis  declared  that  the 
Council  had  no  desire  to  hold  this 
noney  in  the  State  treasury,  but  un- 
ler  the  circumstances  there  seemed 
:o  be  little  else  to  do.  It  was  final- 
ly decided  to  hire  some  men  to  in- 
vestigate the  applications  and  to  de- 
termine whether  they  were  all  en- 
titled under  the  law  to  the  pensions 
they  have  applied  for.  Until  this 
work  is  completed  the  pensions  will 
not  be  paid. 


AUGUSTA,  April  26.  (Special  to 
he  Express -Advertiser.) — The  Govern  - 
>r  and  Council  today  passed  an  order 
•elating  to  the  investigation  of  appli- 
cants for  relief  under  the  needy  blind 
tension  law  which  was  introduced  in 
;he  last  Legislature  by  Senator  Ed- 
vard  F.  Flaherty  of  Cumberland 
bounty  and  which  received  a  passage. 
The  order  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the 
relief  of  the  needy  blind  resi^fl^g^^^ 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  make 
personal  investigation  of  the  cases  of 
all  applicants  for  relief  under  the  pro- 
vision of  section  7  of  Chapter  109  of 
the  public  laws  of  1915,  the  expense 
incurred  in  said  investigation  to  be 
paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Governor  and   Council. 


PoY-tl«3uw-dL  ,  "VYXaA-yxg,,   6ux-<^s- 
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A  delegation  from  the  Maine  insti- 
tution for  ^Jminifrilrigil  iiiiiV n  attend  the 
lecture  by  Andre  Tridon  at  City  Hall 
this  evening  on  Our  Problem  in  Mex- 
ico. Although  the  lecture  is  to  be  il- 
lustrated by  many  slides  and  the  blind 
men  must  necessarily  lose  much  of 
this  entertaining  feature,  they  ex- 
pressed a  great  desire  to  hear  M.  Tri- 
don,  of  whose  fame  as  a  lecturer  on 
Mexico  they  had  "  heard,  and  they 
were  accorded  special  rates  for  the 
lecture,  which  is. to  take  place  in  City 
Hall  this  evening  at  8. 


WVAQfWS'ta*  ,    >V\et,VW<^,     To-u»w-r-v^«V,U. 


'ensions  for  the  Blind 

J.    A.     <?ffllffll!ynUHIPni. .  o 

Ellsworth  and  Micajah  Hudson  o, 
Guilford  were  at  the  Executive  depart- 
ment Wednesday  at  work  on  the  in- 
spection of  the  applications  in  the 
matter  of  pensions  for  the  blind  and 
needy.  They  have  been  making  per- 
sonal investigations  of  cases  through- 
out the  State  and  are  now  narrowing 
the  list  of  applicants  down  to  those 
who  will  come  under  the  requirements 
of  the  law.  Many  of  the  applicants  are 
found  to  have  partial  vision  and  oth- 
ers are  fourfd  not  to  be  neefdy,  in  the 
legal    sei^gpf.  J  m  "  oL/k  ju*t 

George  W.   Leadbetter,  messenger  to 
the    Governor    and    Council,    has    been 
going  over  the  Kennebec  county  cases, 
while  Councilors  Hudson  and  Cunning- 
bam    have   gone    over   Somerset    cases. 
k  all  cases  where  there  has  been  any 
Dubt  as  to  the  condition  of  the  appli- 
ants    and    their    elegibility    under    the 
tw    personal    investigation    has    been 
lade   through  the   town  officials. 
Councilor   Cunningham     states     that 
his    personal    investigation    has     dis- 
posed   very    few    cases    that    have    al- 
ready   been    favorably    passed    by    the 
committee  that  are  thrown  out  by  the 
second   investigation.    Penobscot   coun- 
ty will   be  gone  over  next.   Only  such 
cases  as  are  investigated  as  cannot  be 
accurately    passed    upon    without    per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  the  situation 
of   the   applicant.  WmM 


TO 

PORCUPINE  LAW 
PASSEa  IN  1 903 


Pensions  For   Needy 
Blind   if   Allowed 
ouTd   Cost 
$147,000. 


$20,000  Appropriated  by 
Legislature  For  Each  of 
Years  1915  and  1916 
Many  Persons  Applying 
Found  to  Be  in  Comfort 
able  Circumstances. 


AUOUSTA,  May  13.— (Special  to 
Express-Advertiser) — When  the  last 
Legislature  passed  the  -resolve  in 
favor  of  pensions  for  the  needy  blind, 
no  one  for  an  instant  thought  that  if 
pensions  were  paid  to  all  who  would 
come  under  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  that  it  would  cost  the  State 
according  to  the  number  of  applica- 
tions on  file  and  those  that  are  ex- 
pected to  be  presented  next  month  the 
sum  of  $147,60i0'  per  annum.  Thus  far 
63'8  applications  have  been  received 
by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  council,  while   100   more  are 


expected  to  foe  prsented  when  the 
time  arrives  in  June,  the  law  re- 
quiring- that  the  applications  must  be 
filed  only  semi-annually,  in  December 
and  June. 

The  members  of  the  Legislature  be- 
lieved that  there  would  be  about  100 
blind  persons  in  the  State  who  would 
apply  for  this  aid  so  an  appropriation 
of  $20,00-0  for  each  of  the  years  1915 
and  1916  was  passed,  this  amount  giv- 
ing each  one  an  annuity  of  $200.  The 
council  committee  is  now  at  work 
making  an  investigation  of  the  claims, 
and  find  that  some  who  have  applied 
for  State  aid  are  in  really  quite  com- 
fortable circumstances. 

The  passage  of  the  resolve  in  favor 
of  the  needy  blind  recalls  the  famous 
porcupine  bounty  act  passed  by  the 
i Legislature  of  1903,  the  bill  being  in- 
troduced by  the  late  Representative 
|Pred  I.  Campbell  of  Cherryfield.  The 
law  provided  a  bounty  of  25  cents  on 
each  porcupine  which  was  presented 
to  a  town  or  city  clerk  and  an  appro- 
priation of  $500  per  annum  was  made 
to  pay  for  the  bounties.  The  dead 
porcupines  began  to  appear  in  the  of- 
fices of  the  towns  clerks  in  great 
numbers  in  the  eastern  section'  of  the 
State,  particularly  in  Washington 
County,  with  the  result  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  soon  exhausted.  The 
Legislature  of  1906  passed  a  resolve 
appropriating  $40,0'0'0  to  pay  up  the 
deficiency  for  the  bounties  and  re- 
pealed the  law. 

The  Governor  and  Council  plan  to 
pay  those  of  the  blind  who  appear  to 
be  badly  in  need,  and  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility that  if  a  special  session  of  the 
Legislature  is  called,  that  the  number 
will  be  considered  and  a  way  devised 
to  meet  the  conditions  as  they  exist. 
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"When  the  last  Legislature  passed  the 
resolve  in  favor  of  pensions  for  the 
needy  blind,  no  one  thought  that  it 
would  cost  the  state  $147,600  a  year.  Thus 
far  638  applications  have  been  received 
by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  council,  while  100  more  are 
expected  to  be  presented  when  the  time 


arrives  in  June.  The  members  of  the 
Legislature  believed  that  there  would 
be  about  100  blind  persons  in  the  state 
who  would  apply  for  this  aid,  so  an 
appropriation  of  $20,000  for  each  of  the 
years  1015  and  1S16  was  passed,  this 
amount  giving  each  one  an  annuity  of 
The  council  committee  is  now  at 
work  making  an  investigation  of  the 
claims,  and  finds  that  some  who  have 
applied  for  state  aid  are  in  really  quite 
comfortable  circumstances. 

The  passage  of  this  act  recalls  the 
famous  porcupine  bounty  law  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  1903,  the  bill  being 
introduced  by  the  late  Representative 
Fred  I.  Campbell  of  Cherryfield.  The 
law  gave  a  bounty  of  25  cents  on  each 
porcupine  which  was  presented  to  a 
town  or  city  clerk  and  an  appropriation 
of  $500  per  annum  was  made  to  pay  for 
the  bounties.  The  dead  porcupines  be- 
gan to  appear  in  the  offices- of  the  town 
3  in  the  eastern  part  Qf  the  state, 
ularly  in  Washington  county,  with 
the  result  that  the  appropriation  was 
soon  exhausted.  The  Legislature  of 
passed  a  resolve  appropriating 
money  to  pay  up  the  deficiency  and  re- 
pealed the  law. 

The  Governor  and  coungil  plan  to  pay 
of  the  blind  who  ^appear  to  be 
badly  in  need,  and  there  is  a  possibility 
that  if  a  special  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature is  calle-oT  the  matter  will  be  con- 
sidered and  a  way  devised  to  meet  th« 
conditions  as  they  exist. 
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BLIND  PENSIONS  FAR 

BEYOND  EXPECTATIONS 


Over    700    Applications    Ex- 
pected Will  Call  for  More 
Than  $147,000. 


When  the  lest  legislature  passed  the 
resolve  in  favor  of  pensions  for  the 
needy  blind,  no  one  thought  that  it 
would  cost  the  state  $147,600  a 


[Thus  far  638  applications  have  been  re- 
ceived  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  executive  council,  while  100  more 
jare  expected  to  be  presented  when  the 
time  arrives  in  June.  The  members 
of  the  legislature  believed  that  there 
would  be  about  100  blind  persons  in 
the  state  who  would  apply  for  this  aid, 
so  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  each 
of  the  years  1915  and  1916  was  passed, 
this  amount  giving  each  one  an  annuity 
of  $200.  The  council  committee  is  now 
at  work  making  an  investigation  of  , 
the  claims,  and  finds  that  some  who 
have  applied  for  state  aid  are  really 
in  quite  comfortable  circumstances. 

The  governor  and  council  plan  to 
pay  those  of  the  blind  who  appear  to 
be  badly  in  need  and  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility that  if  a  special  session  of  the 
legislature  is  called,  the  matter  will  be 
considered  and  a  way  devised  to  meet 
the  conditions  as  they  exist. 
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pensions Jor  Blind  Prove  Costly  for  State- 
.-Famous  Porcupine  Act  Recalled 

(Special    to    the    Sentinel) 

AUGUSTA,    May    14. When    the 

last  legislature  passed  the  resolve  in 
favor  of  pensions  for  the  needy  blind, 
no  one  for  an  instant  thought  that  if 
pensions  were  paid  to  all  who  would 
come  under  the  provisions  of  tfie 
statute  that  it  would  cost  the  Stale; 
according  to  the  number  of  applica- 
tions on  file  and  those  that  are  expect- 
ed to  be  presented  next  month,  the 
sum  of  $147,6'0ti  per  annum.  Thus  far 
638  amplications  have  ibeen  received  by 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  ex- 
ecutive council,  while  100  more  are  ex- 
pected to  be  presented  when  the  time 
arrives  in  June,  the  law  requiring  that 
the  applications  must  be  filed  only 
semi-annually,  in  December  and  June. 
The  members  of  the  legislature  be- 
lieved that  there  would  he  about  1O0 
blind  persons  in  the  State  who  would 


apply  for  this  aid  so  an  appropriation 
of  $20,000  for  each  of  the  years  1915 
and  1916  was  passed,  this  amount  giv- 
ing each  one  an  annuity  of  $200.  The 
council  committee  is  now  at  work 
making  an  investigation  of  the  claims, 
and  find  that  some  who  have  applied 
for  state  aid  are  in  really  quite  com- 
fortable circumstances. 

The  passage  of  the  resolve  in  favoi 
of  the  needy  blind  recalls  the  famous 
porcupine  bounty  act  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  1903,  the  bill  being  in 
troduced  by  the  late  Representative 
Fred  I.  Campbell  of  OherryfieM.  The 
law  provided  a  bounty  of  25  cents  on 
each  porcupine  which  was  presented 
to  a  town  or  city  clerk  and  an  ap- 
propriation of  $&O0  per  annum  was 
made  to  pay  for  the  bounties.  The 
dead  porcupines  (began  to  appear  in 
the  offices  of  the  town  clerks  in  great 
numbers  in  the  eastern  section  of  the 
State,  particularly  in  Washington 
county,  with  the  result  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  soon  exhausted.  The 
legislature  of  1905  passed  a  resolve 
appropriating  $40,000  to  pay  up  the 
deficiency  for  the  bounties  and  repeal- 
he  law. 

The  Governor  and  council  plan  to 
pay  those  of  the  blind  who  appear  to 
be  badly  in  need,  and  there  Is  a  pos- 
sibility that  if  a  special  session  of  the 
legislature  is  called,  that  the  matter 
will  be  considered  and  a  way  devised 
to  meet  the  conditions  as  they  exist. 


INVESTIGATING 
THE  CLAIMS  FOR 


John   A.   Cunningham   of  Ellsworth 
and   Micajah      Hudson     of     Guilford, 

members   of   the     governor's    council, 
have   been   in  Eiddeford  investigating 

claims  for  the  needy  blind,  of 
there  are  a  large  number.     It  is  ex- 
pected that  a  report  will  be  made  in 
A  to  the  claims  in  a  short  time 
new. 

In  Saeo  there  are    two    claims    for 
assistance  under  the  needy  blind  law. 
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Many  Minor  Matters  Disposed 

Of  at  Session  at  State  House 

Wednesday. 


lit 

he    Mav   n 


The  May  meeting  of  the  governor 
and  council  "Wednesday,  May  31,  was 
a  busy  one  and  considerable  business 
was  transacted.  The  nominations  were 
all  confirmed,  the  bids  for  the  renova- 
tion of  the  second  male  wing  at  the 
Augusta  State  hospital  were  all  turn- 
ed down,  on  account  of  being  over  the 
$85,000  appropriation;  it  was  voted  to 
begin        payments    of   pensions   to      the 


needy  blind  to  100  parties,  whose  cases 


ha  C^%fcen:*i«i(|nBiftwiUy  investigated  and 
approved,  pay  of  attendants  and 
nurses  at  the  state  hospitals  was  in- 
creased; two  automobiles  were  voted 
for  the  use  of  the  agricultural  depart- 
ment; many  other  matters  considered 
and  adjournment  taken  to  Wednesday, 
June  2iS,  with  the  possibility  of  a  spe- 
cial meeting"  being-  called  to  care  for 
the  election   returns. 


The  May  meeting  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  was  a  busy  one  and  con- 
siderable business  was  transacted. 
The  nominations  were  all  confirmed, 
the  bids  for  the  renovation  of  the 
second  male  wing  at  the  Augusta 
State  hospital  were  all  turned  down, 
Ion  account  of  being  over  the  $85,000 
appropriation,  it  was  voted  to  begin 
payments  of  pensions  to  the  needy! 
blind  to  100  parties,  whose  cases  have 
been  carefully  investigated  and  ap- 
proved, pay  of  attendants  and  nurses 
at  the  State  hospitals  was  increased, 
two  automobiles  were  voted  for  the  I 
use  of  the  agricultural  department, 
many  other  matters  considered  and 
adjournment  taken  to  Wednesday, 
June  28,  with  the  possibility  of  a  spe- 
cial meeting  being  called  to  care  for 
the  electi%?,^Hffls!"    V'. : 


FRATERNAL  ASS'N 

FOR  BUND  MEETS 
WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  14 

Till  X3ui  annual  convention  of  the 
'Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind;  will  be  held  in  the  Prebie 
Chapel  at  10  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  June 
14,  and  at  this  time  officers  will  be 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year  while 
routine  business  will  be  transacted. 

The  same  evening-  a  splendid  enter- 
tainment will  be  provided  and  the 
committee  on  arrangements  is  com- 
posed of  'Clarence  Bragdon,  Chester  lL. 
Cotton  and  John  Hanson. 

1  or-tLci-ncL.  YV1*.iv\g,,  S^^^^ss 
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On  June  23  a  tablet  will  be  placed 
tn  position  on  the  Ryan  building  at 
the  Maine  Institute  for  the  BHnd,  arid 
appropriate  exercises  will  be*  held  at 
this  time.  The  tablet  which  is  already 
at  the  institution  is  inscribed  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ryan  Building- 
Maine  Institute   for   the   Blind 

Incorporated   June   23, 

Nineteen   hundred  and   nine, 

Incorporators 

W.  J.  Ryan,  Merrill  N.  Drew,  J.  Calvin 

Knap  p. 

"The   good  that  men   do     lives  after 

them." 

iMr.  Ryan  has  worked  earnestly  and 
tirelessly  for  the  institution  and  but 
for  his  unceasing  plea  for  a  home  for 
the  blind  the  Maine  institution  would 
never  have  been  realized.  No  man 
works  alone  and  although  Mr.  Ryan's 
idea  for  years  seemed  to  find  no 
great  backing,  at  .length  came  the 
needed  help  and  the .  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  was  assured  through  the 
generosity    of    those    most    vitally    in- 


FEATERNAL  ASS'N 

FOE  BLIND  MEETS 

Th*aS^P^fie^BSfllft  the  Maine 
FraflWns^Association  for  the  Blind 
was  held  in  this  City  yesterday  and 
there  was  a  goodly  attendance  of  dele- 
gates. An  excellent  program  of  recita- 
tions and  music  was  presented  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  members.  Offi- 
cers elected  were:  President,  P.  G. 
Baker  of  Gardiner;  vice  president,  C. 
E.  Bragdon  of  Portland;  secretary, 
Charles  E.  Debeck  of  Portland;  treas- 
urer, Chesley  L.  Cotton  of  Brownfield; 
executive  board,  George  McGibney  of 
Wytopitlock,  James  A.  Morong  of 
Randolph,  W.  E.  Trask  of  Chelsea  and 
William  Lynch  of  Portland;  committee 
on  aid  and  relief,  John  Hanson  of 
Portland  for  three  years;  committee 
on  ways  and  means,  W.  E.  Trask  for 
three  years;  N.  S.  Lyons  of  Houlton 
for  two  years,  and  W.  Sutherland  of 
Portland;  constitutional  committee, 
James  A.  Morong,  William  Lynch  and; 

«w  r  Tninlr    wwmmmmmtmmmm- 
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All  parts  of  the  state  of  Maine 
vere  represented  at  the  convention  of 
he  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for 
;he  Blind,  held  in  Preble  chapel,  Port- 
end, WiwMcwfriy.  Twenty-one  of  the 
18  delegates  were  present.  At  the 
business  meeting  in  the  afternoon, 
uhe  following  officers  were  elected  for 
he  ensuing  year:  President,  F.  G. 
Baker  of  Gardiner;  vice  president, 
2.  E.  Bragdon  of  Portland;  secretary, 
Charles  E.  Debeck  of  Portland;  treas- 
irer,  Ghesley  L.  Cotton  of  Brown- 
leld;  executive  board,  George  Mc- 
Gibney of  Wytopitlock,  James  A.  Mo- 
*ong  of  Randolph,  W.  E.  Trask  of 
Chelsea  and  William  Lynch  of  Port- 


land;  committee  on  aid  and  reliei, 
John  Hanson  of  Portland  for  three 
7ears;  committee  on  ways  and  means, 
W.  E.  Trask  for  three  years;  N.  S. 
Lyons  of  Houlton  for  two  years,  and 
W.  Sutherland  of  Portland;  consti- 
tutional committee,  James  A.  Mo- 
rong,  William  Lynch  and  W.  E. 
IrnsV  ltummmmmmmmmmimmnwmnu     — .. 


OFFICERS  ELECTED 

FOR  ORGANIZATION 
Ci*j  FOR  THE  RLIND 

_ '^**tnnM*mmm^iu 

The  Maine  Fraternal  Organization 
for  the  blind)  has  elected  the  fallow- 
ing- officers:  President,  Frank  C.  Bak- 
er, Gardner;  vice  president,  Clarence 
Bragdlon,  Portteindi;  secretary,  Charles 
De  Beck,  Portland;  treasurer,  Chester 
M.  Cutts,  Brown'tiel'd.  Eixecutive  com- 
mittee, James  Moran,  Randolph;  W. 
C.  Trask,  CheLsea;  George  McGibeny, 
Wc-od'epitelock,  William  Lynch,  Port- 
land. Ways  and  Means  Committee,  W. 
C.  Trask,  U.  S.  'Lyons,  Winifield  Suth- 
erland. 

The  retiring  president,  W.  C.  Ryan 
who  has  served  his  term  of  two  years 
has  "been  most  active  in  this  organiz- 
ation as  well  as  in  the  Maine  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind.  Und'er  his  leadership 
and  with  the  cooperation  of  his  or- 
ganization $1200  has  been  turned  to  its 
treasury  since  1'903.  Portland  peopile 
will  remiemiber  the  many  concerts  and 
entertainments  arranged  by  Mr.  Ryan. 
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ORGANIZATION  ^ 
OF  MAINE  BLIND 
ELECTS  OFFICERS 


Portland,  Me.,  June  16. — The  Maine 
Fraternal  Organization  for  the  blind 
has  elected  the  following-  officers: 
President,  Frank  C.  Baker,  Gardner; 
vice  president,  Clarence  Bragdqn, 
Portland;  secretary,  Charles  De  Beck, 
Portland;  treasurer,  Chester  M.  Cutts, 
Brownfield.  Executive  committee, 
James  Moran,  Randolph;  W.  C.  Trask, 
Chelsea;  Georgre  McGibeny,  Wytopit- 
fock;  William  Lynch,  Portland.  Ways 
ind  Means  committee,  W.  C.  Trask, 
CJ.   S.   Lyons,   Wjnfield   Sutherland. 

The  retiring  president,  W.  C.  Ryan 
who  has  served  his  term  of  two  years 
has  been  most  active  in  this  organ- 
ization for  the  blind.  Under  his  leader- 
ship and  with  the  co-operation  of  his 
organization  $1200  has  been  turned  to 
&s  treasury  since  1903.  Portland  peo- 
ple will  remember  the  many  concerts 
and    entertainments    arranged    by    Mr. 
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BLIND     ELECT   OFFICERS 

to  Maine  Fraternal  Organization 
fo|  ttl  Blind  has  elected  the  following 
iomcers:  President,  Frank  C.  Baker, 
Gardiner;  vice  'president,  Clarence 
Bragdon,  Portland;  secretary,  Charles 
De  Beck,  Portland;  treasurer,  Chester 
M.  Cutts,  Brownfield;  executive  com- 
mittee, James  Moran,  Randolph;  W. 
jC.  Trask,  Chelsea;  George  McGibeny, 
Wytopitlock;  William  Lynch,  Port- 
land; ways  and  means  committee,  W. 
C.  Trask,  IT.  B.  Lyons,  Winfield  Suth- 
erland. The  retiring  president,  W.  C. 
Ryan  who  has  served  his  term  of  two 
j  years  has  been  most  active  in  this  or- 
ganization for  the  blind.  Under  his 
leadership  and  with  jfae  co-operation 
of  his  organization  $feoO  has  been 
turned  to  its  treasury  Jfance  1903.  Port- 
land people  will  remember  the  many 
concerts  and  entertainments  arranged 
%Mr.  Ryan. 


ll&wislfoTv  ,    "KYI  a*iT\  g^  ,   JoviY-ngtU- 


it  Wfts  votedp  fcfsend  out  firs-t  and 
second  quarterly  payments  Imme- 
diately to  100  needy  blind  residents 
of  Maine,  and  to  insure  safe  delivery 
>t  was  suggested  that  the  checks  be 
sent  to  the  treasurer  of  cities,  towns 
i  and  plantations.  In  the  case  of  the 
death  of  jiny  appJ/cant  among  the 
'nee#y  b2£&>  another  name  will  be 
substituted;  as  there  arc  already 
many  other  applicants. 
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State  House  News 

Pensions  to  Needy  Blind- 

iCouncillor  Micajah  Hudson  of  Guil- 
ford  of  the  committee  on  pensions  for 
the  needy  blind  gtated  Wednesday 
afternoon  that  in  all  there  had  .been 
about  70  applications  for  pensions  for 
the  needy  blind,  about  60  of  this  num- 
ber coming-  fa  through  the  June  ex- 
amination. Of  this  number  some  73 
town  paupers  have  been  eliminated 
and  two  lists  of  ldO  each  have  been 
made  up  from  the  most  urgent  of  the 
balance,  making  200  who  are  now  to 
receive  under  the  benefits  of  the  act, 
which  is  consderably  more  than  those 
who  frames  the  act  estimated  would 
come  under  its  provisions. 

PROVIDE  FOR  NEEDY  BUND 

AUGUSTA,  June  28.—  The  regular 
June  meeting  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  opened  at  10.10  Wednesday 
forenoon  and  a  large  volume  of  busi- 
ness was  transacted.  All  of  the  nom- 
inations that  were  in  order  were  ap- 
proved   without    objection. 

Needy  blind  pensioners  were  pro- 
vided for  rff^lhe  order  that  the  per- 
sons named  in  attached  lists,  100  in 
number,  applicants  for  relief  under 
the  provisions  ot  Chap.  1009,  Public 
Laws  of  1915.  are  hereby  granted  ben- 
efits of  $200  per  year  each  from  Jan. 
1,  1916  and  that  payment  be  made 
forthwith  for  the  first  and  second 
quarters  of  the  year,  and  subsequent 
payments  at  the  close  of  each  regular 
quarter  for  1916. 

It  was  further  ordered  that  to  in- 
sure safe  delivery,  the  checks  for  each 
payment  shall  be  sent  to  the  treas- 
urers   of   the   respective    cities,    town 


and  plantations,  in  which  said  appli- 
cant resides,  to  be  distributed  by  said 
treasurer  upon  proper  identification. 
It  was  also  ordered,  that  in  case  of 
the  death  of  any  beneficiary  under  the 
provisions  of  Chap.  109  of  the  Public 
Laws  of  1915,  the  name  of  another 
applicant  may  be  substituted  therefor, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  committee  on 
Relief  of  Needy  Blind  Residents. 
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Receives  Pension  for  Blind 

Fred  F.  Howe  has  recevmo&mv&fPfB&ff? 
pension  has  been  granted  him  under  the 
new  state  act  entitling  the  blind  to  such 
pension.  He  will  receive  $>200>  a  year. 
Mr.  Howe  was  one  of  about  2©0  blind 
persons,  out  of  nearly  600  who  applied  in 
the  state,  to  receive  the  pension.  Mr. 
Howe  is  old  and  very  deserving.  He  has 
been  partially  blind  for  a  number  of  years 
and  more  recently  entirely  blind.  He 
has  learned  to  do  work  without  his 
eyes  and  has  kept  quite  busy,  but  it  is  a 
fearful  handicap  he  has  labored  under  and 
all  will  be  glad  be  has  been  fortunate 
enough  to  receive  the  small  pension.        **« 


EXPERT  PRAISES 
EXCELLENT  WORK! 
SUPT.  BALDWIN 


CHARLES     F.    F.     CAMPBELL. 


Charles  F.  F.  Campbell,  superintendent 
>f  the  Ohio  State  School  for  the  Blind. 
las  been  visiting  the  Maine  Institute 
or  the  Blind  bej^,  having-  stopped  in 
Portland  ^wpiilPSWturn  journey  from  the 
:onvention  of  the  American  Association 
>f  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  which  met 
tast  week  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 
;  Mr.  Campbell  is  the  best  known  worker 
for  the  blind  in  this  Country,  and  comes 
naturally  by  hi'S  interest  in  this  work, 
peing  the  son  of  Sir  Francis  Campbell, 
the  founder  and  for  40  years  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Royal  Normal  College 
for   the   Blind   in    London,    England. 

Besides  being  superintendent  of  the 
Ohio  School  for  the  Blind,  Mr.  Campbell 
is  secretary  of  the  Ohio  State  Commis- 
jsion  for  the  Blind,  secretary  of  the 
(American  Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind,  and  founder  and  editor  of  the 
Outlook  for  the  Blind,  the  only  ink  print 
Imagazine  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

"Maine  is  to  be  congratulated,"  said 
jMr.  Campbell  to  a  representative  of  this 
paper,  "upon  the  excellent  work  which 
Superintendent  Baldwin  is  doing  in  the 
Institute  for  the  Blind  here.  I  have 
visited  every  industrial  institution  for 
the  sightless  from  Maine  to  California, 
and  I  have  yet  to  find  one  more  effec- 
tively managed." 

Mr.  Campbell  stopped  in  Portland  not 
only  to  inspect  the  institution  for  the 
[blind  here,  but  to  look  into  the  possi- 
ibilities  of  accepting  Superintendent" 
(Baldwin's  invitation  to  hold  the  1917 
convention  of  the  American  Association 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  in  Portland. 
Mr.  Campbell  is  secretary  of  this  Na- 
tional organization.  "From  what  I  have 
[seen  of  the  environs  pf  Portland,"  he. 
isaid,  "it  seems  reasonable  to  prophesy 
!that  if  the  delegates  will  come  to  Casco 
Bay  to  hold  thir  meetings  on  one  of  your 
lovely  islands,  they  will  become  life- 
long advocates  Of  the  beauties  of  Port- 
land harbor " 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Camp- 
Ibell  came  to  Portland  with  Miss  Helen 
'Keller  when  the  public  was  first  aroused 
[to  the  necessity,  for  such  a  school  as  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  he  is 
just  as  enthusiastic  as  ever  in  his  insist- 
ence upon  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  what- 
ever the  Legislature  may  do  in  behalf  of 
the  blind,  there  still  remains  the  same- 
necessity  for  the  practical  co-operation 
of  the  public. 

"Remember,"  he  said  in  closing  the 
interview  with  a  representative  of  the 
[Express-Advertiser,  "you  who  see,  '<  that 
the  blind  are  not  asking  you  for  pity, 
but  for  practical  help.  If  you  need 
jbrooms,  window  baskets  for  your  flowers, 
jchairs  re-seated  or  mattresses  made  over, 
you  will  not  only  be  getting  the  best 
of  service  by  using  the  products  of  the 
blind,  but  you  will  be  truly  helping  them 
to  help  themselves  in  sending  your 
.orders  to  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind." 

Accompanying  Mr.  Campbell  were 
Superintendent  George  B.  Eaton  and 
Mrs.  Eaton  of  Iowa,  and  Miss  Phrock-- 
morton  and  Miss  Crist,  also  interested 
in  work  for  the  blind  in  that  state. 
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LIND  INDIAN  LIVES 
LONELY  LIFE 


m^imuamm 


Keeps    House     By    Himself, 

Makes     Baskets,     Sells 

Blankets  and  Never 

Complains. 


EASTPORT,.  Aug.,  11— J^tally  blind 
since  nfe  was  a'  -sm&fOsffld  and  living 
alone  in  his  small  and  cheerless  one- 
story  house*  at  the  Indian  .reservation 

of  the  Passamaquoddies  at  Pleasant 
Point,  four  miles  from  this  city.  Solo- 
man  Mitchell,  who  is  now  nearing  his 
60th  birthday,  has  never  in  his  life 
had  any  of  the  comforts  and  enjoy- 
ments of  the  average  resident,  or  even 
like  one  of  his  own  tribe  on  the  banks 
of  the  border  river,  St.  Croix. 

While  not  a  public  charge  he  has 
recently  come  in  for  $8  a  month  from 
the  state  under  the  new  appropriations 
made  for  the  worthy  Mind  of:  Maine, 
and  is  entitled  to  the:  full  amount  of 
$£Q0  a  year  when, extra  appropriations 
are  made  this  winters     >     , 

*:Solbman<~  Mitchell  is  a  genuine  mem- 
ber of  the  Indian  tribe,  and  this  photo 
taken  by  the  News  correspondent  a  lew 
days  ago  while  the  blind  memb'e*  of 
the:  reservation  was  here,  gives  a  good 
idea  of  what  he  looks  like  when  on  the 
streets,  feeling  his  way  along  cautious- 
ly with  Ms  rough  cane,  and  it  is  re- 
markable how  he  finds  his  way  along 
the  sidewalks,  up  and  down  steps  and 
even  along  the  iwharves,  with  the  aid 
of  his  staff,  and  he  rarely  ifalls  over 
any  objects  In  his  path. 


SOLOMAN  MITCHELL 


This  small  sized  Indian  has  never 
been  married,  lives  alone,  does  his 
own  cooking  and  housework,  saws 
wood  and  occasionally  finds  time  to 
make  strong  and  roughly  constructed 
baskets  that  are  so  generally  used  in 
the  eastern  Manie  sardine  factories,  and 
supplied  mostly  by  the  Indians  of  the 
iabove  village.  While  Mitchell  is  not 
able  to  buy  up  much  of  a  supply  ol 
rough  ash  which  is  turned  later  into 
Indian  baskets,  he  secures  some  small 


amounts  occasionally,  and  as  he  stated 
to  the  writer  recently,  no  one  helps 
him  at  the  village,  or  even  when  he 
comes  to  this  city,  excepting  an  occa- 
sional "l'ft"  while  getting  along  th« 
street.  He  has  a  stand  frequently  al 
the  Sea  street  wharf  and  warehouse  oi 
Eastern  Steamship  Co.,  and  sells  a 
few  fancy  baskets  to  the  summer 
folks  who  come  here  often. 

The  hand-carved  wooden  tag  tied  to 
the  front  of  his  ves.t  reads:  "S.  Mitchell, 
Stone  Blind,  and  Needs  "Help/'ani-  oc- 
casionally some  of  the  strangers  past* 
him  some  small  change,  which  is  al- 
ways apprec:ated,  as  he  must  pay  his 
round  trip  fair  on  the  railroad  from 
the  Indian  village  to  Eastport,  amount- 
ing to  30  cents,  so  that  with  limited 
money  at  all  times  he  does  not  come 
here  very  often,  and  has  neveY  both- 
ered any  citizens  by  soliciting  funds  as 
other  traveling  blind  people  who  nave 
made  regular  vis'ts  to  this  section  in 
recent  years. 

That  Soloman  Mitchell  the  aged  blind 
man  of  the  Passaniaquoddies  is  in  need 
of  food,  clothing  and  even  money  oc- 
casionally, is  known  to  many,  but 
somehow  his  case  Is  forgotten,  or  over- 
looked by  the  average  resident  who  sees 
him  making  his  lone  trip  along  the 
main  streets,  and  as  he  is  a  worthy 
member  of  this  ancient  tribe  so  near 
this  frontier  city  it  is  always  an  act  of 
charity  to,  extend  to  him  some  small 
remembrance,  food,  clothing  or  money 
which  he  can  always  use  to  advan- 
tage. 

"Lo  the  Poor  Indian,"  can  rightly  be 
applied  to  this  unfortunate  member 
of  the  Passamaquoddies  who  has  never 
had  much  pleasure  or  enjoyment  in  hid 
life,  and  yet  he  seems  contented  witn 
his  lonely  lot  and  never  has  a  com- 
plaint to  make 


OASOO. 

The  annual  field  day  exercises  of 
Androcoggin  aim  Cumberland  Pomona 
were  held  in  Lekoh  Grove  on  l«each  Hill 
TuesdajTr^ug^BS,  It  was  a  beautiful  day 
and  enjjbafajsiflfly  all  present.  ' 

The  meeting"  was  called  to  order  by 
the  worthy  master  flfcf  the  Pomona,  Mr. 
Charles  Thorpe,  ana  the  following1  pro- 
gram  was  announced   'by   the   lecturer: 

Singing"    by    all,    America. 

Remarks,  Gardner  Cole.  Mr.  Cole  said 
he  had  written  to  the  different  grange 
lecturers  and  planned  on  quite  a  pro- 
gram if  they  could  have  been  present. 
As  they  were  not,  Mr.  Baldwin  of  Port- 
land, superintendent  of  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  gave  a  very  interesting 
tallc  about  the  causes  of  blindji&sjyjynd 
the  work  that  the  blind  pa©^^!*WWlW5ne 
and  are  doing  under  his  supervision.  He 
also  spoke  on  the  subject,  Keeping  the 
Boy  on  the  Farm.  He  Said  good  maga- 
zines for  farmers  to  read  were  the  Coun- 
try Gentleman,  L«adies  Home  Journal, 
etc-  He  ailtso  said  he  Should  have  the 
boys  study  arithmetic.  leveling,  civil 
engineering,  road  (building,  bookkeeping, 
chemistry  and  standardizing.  The  farm 
requires  as  much  brain  as  a  store  to 
make  good. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Mr,  Varney, 
j  superintendent   of   schools,      Rev.    Gussie 


Democratip  Achievements  in  State 

The  speakers  of  the  opposition 
Wiake  little  headway  when  they  at- 
tempt to  belittle  and  minimize  the 
achievements,  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  stale  of^lia$pe  during  the  past 
two  yearfff^  The  Democratic  legisla-' 
ture  of  19,K>  started, at  once  upon  a 
real  program  of  constructive  and  pro- 
gressive legislation  in  accordance  with 
the  Democratic  platform  and  the  rec- 
ommendations of  Governor  Curtis  and  a 
large  number  of  meritorious  laws 
were, -placed  upon     the     statute     books 


the  administration  of  Governor  Curtis.1^ 
Am  on  g>  these   the  following  are  ,not- 

ahje::\:;":;  '  | 

The  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,, 
aff brding,  long  sought  and  much  need- 
ed relief  through  insurance  against 
injury  to  laborers  and  mechanics 
while  employed  in  the  discharge  of 
tjiair  duties,  was  passed  and  became 
law.  This  act  created  an  Industrial 
Accident  Commission  composed  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Labor  and  Industry 
the  Insurance  Commissioner  and  a 
chairman  chosen  from  the  legal  pro- 
fession. 

For  the  operation  of  this  act  the 
legislature  appropriated  $12,000  for 
the  use  of  the  commission  for  1916, 
\mt  failed  to  make  any  appropriation 
Tor  1915,  Because  of  this  neglect  the 
governor  and  council  were  called  up- 
on to  make  available  funds  sufficient 
for  the  work  in  that  year,  through  a 
epecial  council  order. 

To  illustrate  the  benefits  derived 
from  this  act  it  is  set  forth  that  3,362 
policies  have  been  filed  to  date,  cov- 
ering that  number  of  employers  of 
labor  and,  in  round  numbers,  150,000 
Fmployes.  Policies  issued  by  insur- 
ance companies  approved  by  the  In- 
surance Commissioner  are  now  cover- 
ing; about  38,000  employes,  and  the  re- 
mainders are  covered  by  a  bond  from 
their  employers.  The  commission  has 
received  reports  of  7,690  accidents 
since  Jan.  1.  Of  1,697  claims  and 
agreements  received,-  1;283- have- been 
approved  by  the  commissioner  of 
labor  and  the  injured  employes, _have 
received  or  are  receiving  compehsa^ 
;tion.  Thus  far  nearly  $50,000  has 
been  paid  out  under  this  act. 

An  act  for  the  Relief  of  the  Needy 
Blind  Residents  of  Maine  has  provid- 
)dior  pensions  to  be  pajd  by  the  state 
i»nd  half  of  the  total  appropriation  of 
140,000  for  the  years  1915  and  1916  has 
liireaxiy  been  paid  out  to  beneficiaries 
under  this  act.  The  legislature  act- 
ing  on   information   that   there     would 


not  toe  more  than  100  applicants  for 
such  relief,  fixed  the  appropriation  ac- 
cordingly; but  there  have  been  in  fact 
close,  to  700  applicants  so  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  entirely  inadequate. 
The  cases  were  thoroughly  investigated 
by  a  committee  of  the  governor's  coun- 
cil and  those  most  in  need  of  immedi- 
ate relief  were  given  pensions  up  to 
the  extent  of  the  funds  available.  The 
next  legislature  will  be  urged  to  ap- 
propriate a  sufficient  amount  .to  provide 
for  Jill  who  may  be  entitled  to  relief 
under  the   law. 
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About  40  Percent  of 
Wmdn&ss  Unnecessary 
Says  Millard  W.  Baldwin 


That  fiom  30  to  40  per  cent  of 
blindne^*,  Jys  unnecessary,  was  the 
staten^ent  made  today  at  the  weekly 
lunchejm  dJPrne  'Portland  Rotary  Club 
by  Millard  W.  Baldwin,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Maine  Institution  of  the 
Blind,  in  an  intensely  interesting  talk 
on  Work  for  the  Blind.  Statistics  also 
were  given  about  the  Portland  school 
which  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  of  its 
size   in   the    Country. 

In   part    Supt.   Baldwin  said: 

The  State'  of  Maine  has  been  gen- 
erous in  the  expenditure  of  money  and 
is  doing  much  for  those  without  sight. 
I  cannot  say  that  we  lead  in  this  line 
of  work  nor  am  I  willing  to  admit' 
that  we  are  following.  I  believe  we 
|are   near   the    file   leader. 

We  have  no  special  institution  for 
the  minor  child  without  sight.  Our 
blind  children  are  educated  in  th'eln*2" 
stitutions  of  other  states,  the  greater 
number  being  sent  to  the  Perkins  in- 
stitution    and     Massachusetts     School 


for  the  Blind  at  Watertown.  This  in- 
stitution was  founded  by  Dr.  Samuel 
G.  Howe  in  1832  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  'best,  if  not  the  best  insti- 
tution, in  the  world.  There  are  less 
than  50  blind  children  in  the  State 
not  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  good 
base  ball  team,  and  certainly  not 
enough  for  a  foot  ball  eleven.  Not 
enough,  when  ,  distributed  in  the  sev- 
eral grades  to  give  good,  healthful 
competitive  conditions  in  class  work 
Besides,  in  the-  Perkins  Institution,  we 
have  the  advantages  of  the  best  school 
and  the  best  is  not  too  good  for  those 
handicapped  by  the  loss  of  the  great- 
est factor  necessary  to  attain. an  edu- 
cation. Another  reason  by  some 
given,  it  is  much  cheaper  for  the 
State  than  for  the  State  to  establish 
and  maintain  such  a  school.  Until 
quite  recently  (the  juvenile  blind  have 
been  educated  in  special  schools.  ~Bm 
periments  are  now  being  made  in  sev 
eral  of  the  larger  cities  of  educating 
the  blind  in  the  schools  of  the  seeing, 
employing  special  teachers  in  teaching 
the  raised  type,  the  other  work  being 
done  in  the  regular  class.  To  me  this 
is  the  ideal  .method.  It  tends  to  keep 
the  child  normal  instead  of  type  or 
class. 

The  Industrial  School. 
(Maine  has  provided  an  industrial 
school  for  its  adult  blind;  This  school 
will  have  been  in  operation  only  seven 
years  on  the  18th  of  this  month.  Tui- 
tion and  board  are  free  to  the  residents 
of  the  State  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  50.  It  is  a  manual  training  school 
at  which  those  trades  which  will  best 
enable  a  blind  person  to  become  self- 
supporting,  are  taught.  Such  trades , 
as  broom  making,  mattress  making! 
and  renovation  basketry,  chair  seating; 
of  all  kinds,  weaving,  knitting  and 
sewing.  In  connection  with  the  school! 
we  have  established  a  workshop  de-! 
partment.  This  at  present  is  mostly 
limited  to  broom  making  but  will  be 
extended  to  mattress  making  and  ren- 
ovation when  the  retail  trade  will 
warrant  steady  employment  to  the 
men.  The  profit  in  mattress  making 
at  wholesale  prices  does  not  give  suf- 
ficient return  to  enable  the  men  to 
become    self-supporting. 

The  last  Legislature  enacted  a  pen- 
sion law  intended  to  benefit  the  needy 
blind.  I  do  not  wish  to  criticize,  but 
believe  the  law  was  not  carefully 
drawn,  and  that  it  must  be  amended! 
in  order  to  be  of  proper  benefit  to  th<* 
blind.  I  am  in  favor  of  financial  re- 
lief for  the  needy  baaid  who  are  too 
old  and  infirm  to  wrk  or  who  for 
Other   cause!  Hre   nqJfable   to   be  em- 


ployed.  I  also  believe  that  the  State 
should  furnish  to  the  ablebodied  blind 
person  of  normal  mind  a  place  to 
work,  the  necessary  working  capita', 
a  place  to  live  at  cost  price,  and  a 
market  for  the  product  of  his  or  her 
industry.  Industry  should  be  the  key- 
note of  a  blind  person's  happiness.  An 
opportunity  to  earn  a  living  is  the 
best  pension. 

The  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind 
is  located  at  201  Park  avenue,  Portland. 
Visitors  are  always  welcome.     The  av- 
erage attendance  Ls  between  30  and  40. 
In  a  year  we  make  1;000  dozen  brooms, 
recane   2,000   chairs,  make  from   500  to 
700  mattresses  and  renovate  300     mat- 
tresses.    We  also   have  time  to  weave 
rugs  and  make  a  few  window  baskets. 
The  cost  of  maintaining  the  institution 
is  approximately  $20,000.       Our  income 
from  work  done  will  amount  to  about 
$7,500   a  year.     So  you  see   the  school 
is  not  self-supporting,  the  income  be- 
ing about  one-third  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance.      Between  70  and  80  per  cent 
of  the  disbursements  go  to  the  blind  in 
salaries  or  for  their  direct  benefit. 
Conservation  of  Vision, 
There  are  several  important  matters 
in  connection  with  the  work     for     the 
blind  which  I     will     briefly     mention. 
Along  the  line  of  conservation  of  visicn. 
very   profitable   work    is   being   carried 
on  in  the  United  States.     The  states/ of 
Ohio,   Massachusetts  and     New     York 
are  taking  the  lead.  Among  the  causes 
of  blindness   perhaps     the     most     im- 
portant is  Ophthalmia,  Neonatorum  or 
as   grandmother     would     say     "baby's 
sore    eyes."        In   the   enrollmen   of     30 
| schools   for  the  blind,   3,334   pupils  en- 
rolled, 740  or  221  per  cent  were  found 
J  to  be  blind  on  account  of  Ophthalmia. 
In  1909,     5  per  cent  or  14  babies  in  tne 
state  of  Massachusetts  lost  their  sight 
from  sore   eyes.     Last   year   only     one 
lease  was   reported;    this  is   one  of  the 
!  results    of   conversation    of   vision.        I 
i  believe  that  from  30  to  40  per  cent  of 
blindness  is  unnecessary. 
-    Syphilis  was  found   to   be  the   cause 
of   nine    per    cent    of    the    blindness   in 
Massachusetts.        This     percentage     is 
quite    as    large    in    other    states.      The 
time    will    come    when    the    health    au- 
thorities  will    give    as    much   attention 
to    venereal    disease    as    they    do    now 
to    smallpox    and    infantile    paralysis. 
From    an    economic    standpoint   this    is 
necessary    to    say    nothing    about      the 
!  future   happiness   of  the   individual. 

Home  teaching  is  another  line  of 
work.  There  are  many  persons  with- 
out sight  who  are  unable  to  attend 
schools.      The    home    teacher    goes    to 


their  homes  and  teaches  the  shut-in 
to  read  the  raised  type  and  to  make 
useful  thing's.  In  most  places  the  ma- 
terial used  is  furnished  at  cost  and 
the  product  sold  so  that  the  laborer 
receives    the    entire    profit. 

There  are  several  vocations  which 
we  have  not  taken  up  in  our  work. 
In  Colorado  and  Utah  the  raising-  of 
poultry  is  taught  and  the  boys  and 
girls  are  making  a  great  success  in, 
this  line  of  business.  The  selling  of 
package  goods,  teas,  coffee,  etc.,  yields 
a  good  return.  Piano  tuning  has  long! 
been  a  trade  for  the  blind.  In  Balti- 
more over  600  pianos  were  tuned 
each  year  by  the  blind. 

Pianos  are  not  tuned  by  the  sight 
but  by  the  trained  ear  and  a  blind  man 
can  do  the  work  as  well  as  the  seeing 
man.  The  trouble  is  you  and  I  do  not 
know  it,  do  not  see  correctly,  do  not 
place  the  confidence  in  the  work  of 
the  blind  that  we  should. 
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BALDWIN  ADDRESSES 
ROTARIAN  CLUB  ON 
WORK  FOR  BLIND 


*- 


te  regular  luncheoi^ 
land  Rotary  club  yesterday~noon  at  the 
Falmouth  hotel,  Millard  W.  Baldwin, 
superintendent  of  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  was  the  speaker  and  he 
gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the' work 
for  the  blind  together  with  statistics, 
Frank  R,  Jordan  told  a  clever  story 
and  recited  one  of  Gus  Williams's  fam- 
ous German  dialect  poems.  Miss 
HBernadetts  Moreau's  orchestra  fur- 
nished the  music.  An  enthusiastic  re- 
ception was  given  A.  H.  Fo^d,  who  hasi 
been  unable  to  attend  the  meet'ngs  of 
the  club  for  several  weeks  because  of 
illness. 

Serg-eant-at-Arms  James  J.  Poo!er 
w\s  called  upon  by  President  D.  H. 
Perkins  to  make  an  address  and  while 


Col-  Pooler  insisted  he  had  not  had 
time  to  prepare  anything:  a  loud  voice 
behind  him  started  to  grive  the  talk  in 
Rotarian  Pooler's  name.  One  of  the 
features  was  that  Col.  Pooler  gave  the 
dinner  to  the  club  and  the  money  was 
returned  to  each  member  when  he  left 
the   dining:  hall. 

The  mystery  of  the  voice  was  later 
explained.  It  proved  to  be  a  telephone 
and  Rotarian  James  F.  Bigelow  was  at 
one  end  in  his  store  on  Middle  street 
and  the  end  of  the  phone  was  in  the 
wall  of  the  State  of  Maine  room. 
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CONCERT  FOR  BLIND. 

'The -grand  concert  to  be 
Pythian,  Temple,  Friday  even 
20,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Maine  Fra- 
ternal Association  for  the  Blind,  by 
the  Copley  Quartette  of  Boston,  as- 
sisted by  other  artists  is  sure  to  be  a 
rare  treat  for  the  music  lovers  of  this 
City.  The  following:  paragraph  from 
the  Gardner  Daily  News  tells  how  en- 
thusiastically  they   were   received. 

The  opening-  concert  of  the  Gardner 
Institute  at  the  Gardner  Theater  last 
night  was  a  great  success  from  an  ar- 
tistic viewpoint  and  the  capacity  au- 
dience was  well  pleased  with  the  work 
of  the  artists. 

The  Copley  Male  Quartet  and  Miss 
Sarah  Manier,  reader,  presented  a 
splendid  program-  and  every  number 
|  was  warmly  encored  by  the  lovers  of 
music  and  elocution. 

The  quartet  opened  with  Comrades 
jin  Arms  and  gave  such  a  fine  rendi- 
tion that  an  —?ore  was  necessary.  Mr. 
Clark  had  a  wonderful  opportunity  in 
Macushla  the  second  number  on  the 
(program,  to  demonstrate  to  good  ad- 
vantage the  range  and  richness  of  his 
voice  and  the  selection  was  one  of 
the  most  pleasing  of  the  entire  pro- 
gram. 

Somewhere  a  Voice  is  Calling,  Oft  in 
the  Stilly  Night  and  Lovers  Love  the 
Spring,  all  exceptionally  well  execut- 
ed, added  to  the  popularity  of  the  Bos- 
ton men. 

The  auditors,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  program,  were  enthusiastic. 
Gardner  Daily  News,  Sept.  27,  1010. 
— Advertisement.  # 
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CONCFPvT   IN   AID    OF    BLIND. 

Friday  evening  in  Pythian  temple,  the 
Copley  quartet  of  Boston,  assisfcMlBtoy  Mrs. 
Inez  Turner  of  this  city  ami  one  of  the 
best  known  of  Portland  singers,  will  give 
a  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  Maine 
Fraternal  Association  of  the  Blind.  The 
concert  begins  at  8  and  one  of  its  most 
pleasing  features  will  be  the  part  con- 
tributed by  Mrs.  Turner,  who  is  wonder- 
fully artistic,  with  a  voice  that  is  always 
vivid  and  colorful. 
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For  the   Blind. 

At  the  ^mtammt  which  will  be  given 
Friday  evening  in  Pythian  temple  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Maine  Fraternal  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  a  feature  will1 
he  the  singing  of  the  Copley  quartet 
oi  Boston.  Wherever  this  quartet  has 
appeared  it  has  aroused  the  greatest 
enthusiasm,  for  the*  members  are  each 
soloists  of  ability  and  bring  to  their 
concerted  work  a  musical  skill  and 
sympathy  that  makes  it  very  delight- 
ful. >So  liberal  a:  response  has  been 
made  by  Portlanders  that  a  large  au- 
dience  will   be   present. 


MAINE  FRATERNAL 
ASS'N  FOR  BLIND 
HOLDS '60JVCVKT 

The  concert  under  -the  auspices  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the. 
Blind  in  Pythian  Temple  last  evening  was 
a  great  success,  the  hall  being  filled  to 
its  fullest  capacity.  All  the  numbers- 
went  off  splendidly  and  encores  were  the 
rule.  i1 


The  excellent  program  was  rendered  by 
the  Copley  Quartet  of  Boston,  assisted  by 
Everett  M.  Clark,  first  tenor;  Raymond 
A.  Simonds,  second  tenor;  Edward  L. 
McArthur.  Oscar  Li.  Huntington,  bass; 
Earle  D.  "Woodman,  violinist;  Miss  Jane 
Phinney,  reader,  and  Mrs.  John  Hupper 
Turner,  contralto,  with  Miss  Bernadette 
Moreau  at  the  piano. 
The  program  was  as  follows: 
Part  First. 

Comrades   in  Arms    ....    Adam 

Quartet. 
Reading,   a    scene    from   Polly   of    the 
Circus 

Miss  Phinney. 

Solo — Macushla    MacMurrough 

Mr.   Clark. 

Violin   Solo — Thais    Massanet 

Mr.  Woodman. 

Solo— Odon-Fatalie- Aria  G.  Verdi 

Mrs.  Turner. 

Alexander Brewer 

Quartet. 
Part   Second. 
Violin    Solo — Andante,      from      Violin 

Concerto  No.  '2   H.  Vieujxtemps 

Mr.  Woodman. 

Solo — The  Ringers Lohr 

Mr.    McArthur. 
Reading — A    story,     The      Play's    the 
Thing 

Miss  Phinney. 

Solo — Mary  of  Argyle   Nelson 

Mr.  -Simonds. 
Group   of    Songs: 

(a)  Sous  les   Orangers    

Augusta    Holmes 

(b)  Traumdurch  die  dammeruns'   . . 

Richard    Strauss 

( c)  War 

(d)  The   Star    James  H.   Rogers 

Mrs.  Turner. 
Reading— The  Gift  of  the  Magi 

Miss  Phinney. 
Solo — 'Down  Among  the  Dead  Men    . . 

Old  English 

Mr.  Huntington. 

Alohaoe     Hawaiian 

Quartet. 


RYAN  SOON  TO  GO 

ON  HIS  ANNUAL  TOUR 

Within  a  few  days,  William  J.  Ryan,  ef- 
feetiQnately  known  as  "the  bJhi^lboy'', 
will  begin  his  annual  trip  tlwRJlfpi  the 
State  to  sell  the  Old  Farmers'  Almanac. 
He  will  have  with  him  a  generous  supply 
of  the  old  Robert  B.  Thomas  almanac.  Mr. 
Ryan  is  no  longer  a  "boy",  for  this  will 
be  his  37th  annual  trip  through  Maine  with 
the  little  -booklets.  His  second  20-year 
contract  will  expire  in  1020  and  then  he 
will  travel  no  more.  '  While  on  this  trip 
Mr.  Ryan  as  general  agent  for  the  Maine 
Institution  for'  the  Blind,  will  gather  the 
addresses  of  blind  people  in  the  State.  Any 
letters  for  him  slwuld  be  addressed  to  20 
Avon   street. 
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SUPERINTENDENT  OF  INSTITUTE  FOR  BLIND 
TALKS  TO  W0OOF0RDS  GLUB  MEMBERS 


Millard  TV.  Baldwin,  superintendent 
of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind,  was 
the  speaker  at  the  weekly  siu^m^  and 
meeting  of  the  Woodfords  Craoattheir 
home  on  Woodfords  street  last  even- 
ing and  took  for  his  topic,  Pensions 
For  the  Blind. 

In  speaking  to  the  members.  Mr. 
Baldwin  stated  that  indiscriminate  pen- 
sions for  the  blind  would  work  more 
harm  than  good. 

"There  always  has    been    too    much 
sentiment  in  charitable  work."  he  said, 
"and  not  enough  common  sense. " 
Of  the  pension  system  he  said: 
'The   question  as  to  what  other  aid 
is    necessary   for   the    blind,    providing 
they  have  received  proper  mental  and 
manual  training,  is  of  great  importance. 
Some  advocate  the  giving  of  a  pension, 
others  oppose  the  pension  plan  and  be- 
lieve that  the  able-bodied  and  normal 
blind     person     should     be     furnished  a 
place    to    work,    the    overhead    expense 
provided,  and  a  market  for  the  product 
of  their  industry.     Each  of  these  plans 
have     good     and     bad     features.     One 
thing  is   certain,   that  there   is   no   one 
plan  which  may  be  applied  to  all  wifh 
justice     to     all.     Each    case     should  b«T 
considered  by  itself  and  the  aid  given 
that  will  be  of  the  most  lasting  bene- 
fit at  the  least  expense  to  the  State. 

"If  the  plan  of  giving  pensions  is 
carried  out.  as  many  think  it  should 
be,  the  results  would  be  far  from  just 
and  wise,  would  not  better  the  condi- 
tions of  the  blind  in  general  and  would 
place  upon  the  State  a  burden  that  is 
not  necessary.  There  are  many  aged 
and  infirm  needy  blind  where  relief  in 
the  form  of  a  pension  would  be  a  bless- 
ing. There  are  many  needy  blind 
where  a  pension  would  be  a  curse,  and 


he  money  would  not  go    to    the    blind 
erson  but  to  others.     If  a  pension  or 
ny  relief  is  to  be  given,  it  should  not 
e    a    fixed    amount.     The    maximum 
mount  might  be  fixed,  but  the  amount 
riven  should  be  determined  after  care- 
ful investigation  by  those  interested  in 
|he  permanent  welfare  of  those  without, 
sight.     There     has     always     been     too 
nuch  sentiment  in  charitable  work  and 
j.ot  enough  common  sense.     Proper  re- 
lief for  the  blind  is  an  economic  ques-; 
tion— a  business  proposition.  The  able- 
bodied  and  normal -minded  blind  person, 
sbiould  be  given  an  opportunity  to  earn 
his  or  her  living,     and     under     proper 
conditions  this  is  possible.     I  am  not  in 
favor  of  other  relief  for  this  class  of 
blind,  as  the  giving  of  aid  would  not 
tend  to  make  better  and  happier  men 
and  women." 

Following  the  above  discussion  Mr. 
Baldwin  stated  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
some  plan  which  would  encourage  the 
saving  of  money  by  the  blind  people. 

"If  the  State  could  offer,"  he  said, 
"to  the  young  person  who  by  reason 
of  some  physical  handicap  is  liable 
to  become  a  burden  upon  his  relatives 
or  the  State,  some  form  of  bonus,  pro- 
viding he  or  she  would  deposit  it  on 
account  where  it  could  not  be  with- 
drawn except  in  case  of  need;  a  bon- 
us, say,  of  1  per  cent  of  the  amount 
saved,  a  maximum  amount  of  bonus 
fixed,  then  in  old  age  there  would  ba 
need  of  less  aid  from  the  State.  I  be-*' 
lieve  such  a  plan  might  be  worked  out 
that  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
State  later  on." 

There  was  a  good  attendance  at  '.e 
popular  weekly  supper  last  even  ttg 
and  another   enjoyable     evening     was 
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CARE  NEEDED 
IN  PENSIONS 
FOR  THE  BUND 


Iadiscriminate  Aid  Works 

More  Harm  Than  Good, 

Says   Baldwin 

Millard  W.  Baldwin,  superintendent 
ot  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
told  the  members  of  the  Woodfords 
club  last  evening  that  indiscriminate 
pensions  for  the  blind  would  work 
more  harm  than  good. 

"There  always  has  been  too  much 
sentiment  in  charitable  work,"  he  said, 
"and    not    enough    common   sense." 

The  occasion  was  the  weekly  supper 
of  the  club,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  was  the 
speaker  .  of    the    evening. 

Of   the    pension   system   he    said: 

"The  question  as  to  what  other  aid 
is  necessary  for  the  blind,  providing 
they  have  received  proper  mental  and 
manual  training,  is.  of  great  impor- 
tance. Some  advocate  the  giving  of  a 
pension,  others  oppose  the  pension 
plan  and  believe  that  the  able-bodiel 
an^  normal  blind  person  should  be 
furnished  a  place  to  work,  the  over- 
head expense  provided,  and  a  market 
for  the  product  of  their  industry.  Each 
of  these  plans  have  good  and  bad 
features.  One  thing  is  certain,  that 
there  is  no  one  plan  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  all  with  justice  to  all.  Each 
case    should    be    considered    by    itself 


and  the  aif]  given  that  will  be  of  the 
1  most  lasting-  benefit  at  the  least  ex- 
pense to  uhe  State. 

"If  the  plan  of  giving  pensions  is 
carried  out.  as  many  think  it  should 
be,  the  results  would  be  far  from  just 
and  wise,  would  not  better  the  condi- 
tions-of  the  blind  in  general  and  would 
Place  upon  the  State  a  burden  that  is 
not  necessary.  There  are  many  aged 
and  infirm  needy  blind  where  relief 
J  in  the  form  of  a  pension  would  be  a 
blessing.  There  are  many  needy  blind 
where  a  pension  would  be  a  curse,  and 
the  money  would  not  go  to  the  blind 
person  but  to  others.  If  a  pension  or 
any  relief  is  to  be  given,  it  should  not 
be  a  fixed  amount.  The  maximum 
amount  might  be  fixed,  but  the  amount 
given  should  be  determined  after  care- 
ful investigation  by  those  interested 
,  in  the  permanent  welfare  of  thoso 
f  without  sight.  There  has  always  been 
too  much  sentiment  in  charitable  work 
I  and  not  enough  common  sense.  Prop- 
er relief  for  the  blind  is  an  economic 
i  question — a  business  proposition.  The 
i  able-bodied  and  normal-minded  blind 
person  should  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  earn  his  or  her  living,  and  under 
proper  conditions  this  is  possible.  I 
ora  not  in  favor  of  other  relief  for  tins 
class  of  blind,  as  the  giving  of  aid 
would  not  tenfi  to  make  better  and 
happier  men  and  women." 

After  discussing  other  problems  of 
the  blind,  Mr.  Baldwin  concluded  by 
!  saying  that  he  was  much  in  favor  of 
(some  system  which  would  encourage 
jthe  saving  of  money  by  the  blind  peo- 
ple. 

"If  the  State  could  offer,"  he  said, 
"to  the  young  person  who  by  reason 
!of  some  physical  handicap  is  liable 
to  become  a  burden  upon  his  relatives 
oj  the  State,  some  form  of  bonus,  pro 
vicing  he  or  she  would  deposit  it  on 
account  where  it  could  not  b$  with- 
drawn except  in  case  of  need,  a  bon- 
!us.  say,  of  1  percent  of  the  amount 
saved,  a  maximum  amount  of  bonu^ 
I  fixed,  then  in  old  age  there  would  be 
need  of  less  aid  from  the  State.  I  ber 
licve    such    a    plan    might    be    worked 
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W.JL^Ryan,  more  familiarly  and  en-i 
dearingly  known  as  "Billy"  Ryan,  who1 
is  undoubtedly  the  best  known  blind 
man  irAhe  State  of  Maine  and  who  has! 
been  an  untiring  worker  to  relieve  the  situ- 
ation of  his  fellow  unfortunates,  is  about  to 
start  on  his  annual  tour  of  Maine  selling 
the  Old  Farmer 's  Almanac  for  1917.  This 
will  be  Mr.  Ryan's  37th  annual  trip  as 
salesman  for  the  Old  Farmer 's  Almanac, 
and  he  wants  to  make  it  his  banner  year. 
He  will  appreciate  it  if  orders  are  saved 
for  him.  His  second  20-year  contract  will 
expire  in  1920  and  that  will  be  his  last 
trip  through  the  State  selling  almanacs. 
Also  Mr.  Ryan,  as  general  agent  for  the 
Maine  Institutions  for  the  Blind,  would 
like  the  addresses  of  all  th^bHg^piPins 
in  the  State.  Communications  should 
be  addressed  to  20  Avon  street,  Portland. 


Ordered  "Thatt^tflesufn  'of  $50  be  paid: 
to  Mrs.  O.  TV;  Briggs,  ^Madison,  for  th$j 
car©  of  tier  brother,  George  Herbert  Jew 
ell,  an  applicant  for  relief  _under  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  109  of  the  Public 
Laws  of.  1915,  for  the  third  quarter  of 
the  year  1916,  said  amount  to  be  paid  from 
the  appropriation  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Needi^jRHnrt  -Rft|jffl|pt« '  of  Maine;  the 
check  issuecf'ior  said  Jewett  under  date 
of   Sept.   26  having  b6en  returned. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50  be  paid 
to  Mrs.  Edith  Jackson  of  Milton  PI.  (P. 
O.  address  Bryant's  Pond)  for  care  of 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Clara  A.  Coffin,  an! 
applicant  for  relief  under  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  1C9,  Public  Laws  of  1915,  forj 
the   third    quarter   of    the   year   1916,    said! 


amount  to  be  paid  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  relief  of  the  Needy  Blind  res- 
idents of  Maine;  the  check  issued  for 
said  Mrs.  Griffin  under  date  of  Septem- 
ber 26  having  been   returned. 


may  mm  vimm 

l  LAW  AT  SESSION 

1917  LEGISLATURE 

TJrere  have  he%n  reports  that  among1 
the  matters'  pro-pdsed  for  action  by  the 
next  Maine  Legislature,  which  will  be 
presented  to  the  committee  on  judiciary 
or  the  legal  affairs  committee,  will 
be  one  providing  for  a  venders'  law, 
by  which  a  tax  would  'be  levied  upon 
citizens  canvassing  from  town  to  town, 
the  tax  to  be  paid  to  the  city  or  town 
in  which  the  person  resides,  or  to  the 
State.  William  J.  Ryan  of  this  City, 
a  former  president  of  the  Maine  Fra- 
ternal Association  for  the  Blind,  in 
commenting  upon  this  states  that  if 
such  a  law  is  passed  it  will  deprive  the 
blind  of  their  livelihood,  as  it  would 
be  an  extra  tax  which  they  could  not 
meet.  He  further  states  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  legislative  committee 
of  the  association,  he  would  circulate 
through  the  State  a  petition  calling  for 
a  referendum  on  the  law,  and  that  he 
could  easily  roll  up  60,000  names. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  venders*' 
laws  have  been  passed  by  two  previous 
i  Legislatures,  but  they  in  each  instance 
were,  declared  unconstitutional,  Judge 
Savage  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maine 
writing  the  opinion  in  the  first  in- 
stance.and  former  Judge  Emery  in  the 
second. 

Mr.  Ryan  states  that  if  a  tax  should 
be  levied  as  provided  by  a  venders'  law, 
and  the  blind  not  exempted  from  its 
provisions,  the  law  would  place  a  bur- 
den on  the  blind  which  will  make  it 
impossible  'Wir^mern  to  be  self- 
supporting. 
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FAMOUS  BUN 

PEDDtfRHERE 


W.  J.  Ryan  Chats  of  Proposed, 
License  Fees  and  Some 
Other  Things. 
J— 
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"TheVe  afe  twenty  blind  peddlers 
in  Maufe,"  said  W.  J.  Ryan  to  the 
Journal,  Saturday  morning-,  and  he 
added  with  a  touch  of  pride:  "But 
I  am  the  only  one  who  finds  his  way 
around   alone." 

Mr,  Ryan  has  been  in  Lewiston 
two  days.  The  announcement  that 
he  is  selling  the  Old  Farmers  Alma- 
nac will  not  cause  undue  surprise. 
He  has  been  selling-  it  for  37  consecu- 
tive years. 

"I  understand  there  will  be  an  ef- 
fort m  the  next  legislature  to  enact 
a  law  providing  that  peddlers  must 
pay  the  State  an  annual  fee  of  $50," 
Mr.  Ryan  continued.  "Two  similar 
laws  have  been  declared  unconstitu- 
tional; and  I  guess  I  was  rather 
more  responsible  than  anybod}-  else 
in  having  them  tested  by  the  courts. 
Probably  a  new  law  would  also  be 
unconstitutional;  but  we  won't  dis- 
cuss that  now.  I  earnestly  hope  that, 
in  the  event  of  one  being  enacted, 
our  legislature  will  exempt  the  blind 
— for  these  poor  unfortunates  have 
no  money  to  pay  fees." 
.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  con- 
fusion, Mr.  Ryan  says,  in  granting 
and  receiving  the  State  pensions  for 
the  blind,  which  were  authorized  two 
years  ago.  The  sum  of  $40,000  was 
appropriated,  in  anticipation  that  the 
number  of  pensions  granted  prior  to 
the  convening  of  the  next  Legislature 
would  not  exceed  125.  But  already 
there  have  been  200.  and  State  in-.| 
spectors  will  soon  investigate  to  de- ; 
termine   how     many     were     justified. 


They  aren't  supposed  to  be  for  those 
whose  incomes  are  $300  or  more,  and 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  pure 
fraud,  Mr.   Ryan  believes. 

He  adds,  by  the  way,  that  he  is 
selling  the  almanac  for  his  own  ben- 
efit—not for  the  benefit  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  blind. 


Bcl^a-sf,  maJuvA^,  TK^-rsiUU. 


m^n,^a«^a  t^p»ty  the  first  of  the  wee 
with  his  stock  of  Farmers ',  Almanacs  for 
1917.  Jt  is  remarkable  the  way  he  gets 
jaround  the  streets  without  assistance  ai|i 
apparently  knows  the  different  places  of 
business  as  well  as  those  who  have  their 
sight  and  to  whom  the  surroundings  are 
familiar.  Mr.  Ryan  has  been  visiting 
Belfast  for  a  number  of  years,  but  we  have 
been  informed  that  this  will  be  his  last 
visit  at  least  in  his  present  capacity. 


William    J.    Ryan,    the  \ 

yr$%\  -known 

blind   man   £pam  RprtlanC 

who  deals 

m***^oi£jpia0ifer's  J$t 

nanac  from 

Kittery   to  ^rFKe^uW^ 

\    in     town 

over  Thanksgiving  %v3|ich  |he  passed 
at  the  ExchangeYbotjJl/  On 
Mr.  Ryan  Is  incidentally  forking  in 
the  interests  of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 


JUARTERLY  MEETING  OF       I 

MAINE  FRATERNAL  ASSN.  i 

FOR  THE  BLIND  WAS  HELO 


The  December  goaf teriy  meeting 
of  the  Maine  Fraternal  Association 
for  the  Blind  was  held  at  Preble 
chapel  Wednesday  evening1,  Dec.  13, 
at  8  p.  m :  After  the  business  meet- 
ing the  following  program  was  en- 
joyed: 
Overture, 

Portland  Ideal  Mandolin  club 
Remarks,  Pres.  Frank  G.  Baker 

Vocal   solo,    Little    Gray   Home    in 
'the  West,  Miss  Eva  Fogarty 

Miss    Bessie    Wiesberg,    accompanist 
Reading,   The   Dream   Ship, 

Miss   Gertrude   Siktw 
Piano    solo,    Mendelssohn's    Spring 

Song,  Miss   Maud   Jones 

Selection,  ,    I 

Portland    Ideal   Mandolin   club 
Piano    duet,    selected,    Miss    Maud 

Jones,    Miss    Agnas    Cormier 
Reading,  selected, 

Miss    Gertrude    Snow 
Vocal  solo,  In  the  Time  of  Roses, 

Miss  Eva  Fogarty 
Selection, 

Portland  Ideal  Mandolin  club 
All  the  above  talent,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Portland  Ideal  Mando- 
lin club  were  without  sight.  This 
program  was  much,  enjoyed  by  all,  af- 
ter which  refreshments  were  served, 
and   a  social  hour   followed. 


li^Wus'^Ov^',   YOaJvYMis,  Jo-u^fna^U- 


The    Lewiston   Journal    letter  box 
peal   for  a   small  talking-  machine 
r  a  blind  man  to  cheer  his  Christ - 
as^rna-dA  by   friends   interested '  in 
he  case,     met  with     immediate     re- 
sponse,    two     offers    coining-     to   the 
Journal.  One  of  these,  a  disc  machine 
coming   thru   a  local  music  store  by 
i  purchase    by    a    generously    disposed 
Lewiston    citizen,    was    accepted   and 
provided    much   joy.    The    other   offer 
I  of   a   cylinder  machine   'wae  declined 
only   because  a   considerable  number 
|  of  disc  -records  were  available  which, 
of  course,  would  not  fit  that  type  of 
j  instrument.    The    incident   only   goes 
to  prove  again   hofw   generously  dis- 
posed people  are,  even  amid  a  season 
of  many  demands  foi 


m 


